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PREFACE. 



I HAVE endeavoared in the present work to exhibit a 
comprehensive view of the Differential Calculus on the 
method of Limita In the more elementary portions I have 
entered into considerable detail in the explanations with the 
hope that a reader who is without the assistance of a tutor 
may be enabled to acquire a competent acquaintance with 
the subject. To the different Chapters will be found ap- 
pended Examples sufficiently numerous to render another 
book unnecessary. These examples have been selected 
almost exclusively from the College and University Ex- 
amination Papers ; the greater part of them will be found 
to present no very serious difficulty to the student, although 
a few may require peculiar analytical skill. 

I have frequently given more than one investigation of 
a theorem, because I believe that the student derives ad- 
vantage from viewing the same proposition under different 
aspects, and that, in order to succeed in the examinations 
which he may have to undergo, he should be prepared for 
a considerable variety in the order of arranging the several 
branches of the subject, and for a corresponding variety in 
the mode of demonstration. 

In the composition of the first edition of this work, while 
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trusting mainly to independent knowledge and judgment, I 
derived assistance from the labours of well known authors on 
the subject, especially Gournot, De Morgan, Moigno, Navier, 
and Schlomilch. In the subsequent editions a considerable 
amount of fresh matter has been introduced, and this rests 
almost exclusively on my own authority; increased experience 
as a teacher naturally gave stronger confidence to the writer. 
Thus the work now contains on the whole much that is 
original in substance, and much that is new in form. 

The present edition has been carefully revised and some- 
^ what enlarged. I have examined with attention and interest 
treatises on the Diflferential Calculus recently published by 
eminent mathematicians, in order to discover if the methods 
of explaining and developing the principles of the subject 
had gained any real improvement duiing the last twenty 
years. I have not however found reason for concluding that 
I could with advantage make any essential change in this 
elementary work. 

I have much reason to be grateful for the approbation 
bestowed by teachers and students on this volume, the 
first of a long series relating to various branches of mathe- 
matics. My thanks are especially due to Professor BattagUni 
of Naples for the honour which he has conferred on me by 
translating my treatises on the Differential and the Integral 

Calculus into Italian. 

I. TODHTJNTER. 

St John's GoLiJ&aE^ 
April, 1 87 1. 

Since the 'foregoing Preface to the fifth edition was 
printed the work has obtained increased favour both at home 
and abroad, and translations of it have appeared in Russia 
and in India. An elementary treatise on Laplace's Functions, 
Lamp's Functions, and BesseFs Functions, designed as a sequel 
to the volumes on the Differential and Integral Calculus, has 
since been published. 

January, 1878. 
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DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS. 



CHAPTER L 

DEFINITIONS. LIMIT. INFINITE. 

1. Suppose two quantities which are susceptible of 
change so connected that if we alter one of them there is 
a consequent alteration in the other, this second quantity 
is called 9k function- of the first Thus if or be a symbol to 
which we can assign different numerical values, such ex- 
pressions as x^f y, log X, and sin x, are all functions of a. 
If a function of x is supposed equal to another quantity, 
as for example 8ina;»v, then both quantities are called 
variahles, one of them being the ind^endent variable and 
the other the dependent variable. An independent vari- 
able is a quantity to which we may suppose any value 
arbitrarily assigned ; a dependent variable is a quantity the 
value of which is determined as soon as that of some in- 
dependent variable is known. Frequently when we are 
considering two or more variables it is in our power to fix 
upon whichever we please as the independent variable, but 
having once made our choice we must admit no change 
in this respect throughout our operations; at least such 
a change would require certain precautions and transfor- 
mations. 

2. We generally denote functions by such symbols as 
F(x),f{x), ij> (aj), -Jr (x), and the like, the variable being 
denoted by x. Such an equation Bsy=^(x) implies that 
the dependent variable y is so connected with the independent 
variable x, that the vidue of y becomes known as soon as 
that of X is given, and that if any change be made in the 
numerical value assigned to x, the consequent change in y 
can be found. . 

T. 1>. C. B 
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3. The student has probably alreadjr had occasion to 
consider the meaning of the terms "variable quantity" and 
''function*' which we have here introduced. In treatises on 
the conio sections, for example, the e(][uation y^'i ^fa^ occurs, 
where aj is a general symbol to which diflferent numerical 
values may be assigned, and a is a symbol to which we 
suppose some invariable numerical value assigned, and which 
is therefore called a "constant." For every value given to x 
we can deduce the corresponding numerical value of y. In 

the equation y=2 Vaa?, since the value of y depends upon 
that of a as well as that of a?, we may say that y is a function 
of a and a?. Hence such symbols may be used as F{a, x) 
to denote a function of both a and x ; and such an equation 
as y=<f) (x, z, t) indicates that y is a function of the threer 
quantities denoted by the symbols x, z, and t. 

4i. In the equation y=2 Vaa?, if we know that a is to be 
a constant quantity throughout any investigation on which 
we may be engaged, we shall frequently not require to be 
reminded of this constant, and shall continue to speak of y 

as a function of x. So the equation y= - V (^'""^') ^3,y be 

represented by y==<f> (x\ where we express only that sym- 
bol X which throughout our investigations will be considered 
variable, 

6. If the equation connecting the variables x and y be 
such that y alone occurs on one side, and on the other side 
some expression involving x and not y, we say that y is 
an explicit function of x. When an equation connecting x 
and y is not of this form, we say that y is an implicit function 
of 0?. Thus if y=aaj'+Ja:+c, we have y an explicit function 
of X. If a^-'2bxy+ca?-\-g=0 we have y an implicit func- 
tion of X, The words implicit Junction assume that y really 
is a function of x in the sense in which we have used the 
word function. This assumption may be seen to be true in 
the example given, for we can by the solution of a quadratic 
equation exhibit y as a function of a? ; or rather we can infer 
that y must be one of two explicit functions of x, namely 
either 6^+V{(y~c^c) ^-(^} ^j. ix^^/lib'-ac) a?-ag] ^ ^^ 

a a . * 

shall return to this point hereafter^ in Art, 58, - 
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C. Explicit functions may be divided into algebraical and 
transcendental The former are those in which the only > 
operations indicated are addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division, and the raising of a quantify to a known power 
or the extraction of a known root;, the latter are those which 
involve other operations, as exponential functions, logarithmic 
functions, and trigonometrical functions. We suppose here 
that the number of the operations indicated is finite; for as 
we shall see hereafter a transcendental function may be equi^ 
valent to an infinite series of algebraical functions. 

To the independent variable in an equation we may 
suppose any value assigned, either positive or negative, as 
great as we please or as small as we please. If we suppose 
a series of different values assigned to x, beginning with 
gome negative value numerically very large and gradually 
increasing algebraically up to some large positive value, 
the series of values we obtain for y may present to us very 
different results. For example, if y = a;', then the values 
of 1/ will form a series beginning with a negative value 
numerically large, and increasing algebraically up to a large 
positive value, ii y^a?, the values of y are always positive,, 
and form a series first decreasing and then again increasing. 
If y = \/{a^ —a?), then the values of y are unreal for every 
value of X not contained between — a and + a, 

7. We proceed to another example more important for 
our purpose. Suppose y = , and consider the series of 

\ -T X ^ 

values which y assumes when to x are assigned different 
positive values. When a? = 0, y = 0, and when x has any 
positive value, y is a positive proper fraction. If we 

put y in the form 1 — :; , we see that as x increases 

80 does y, but y being a proper firaction can never be so 

great as unity. The difference of y from unity is - — - ; 

A "T~ X 

this, fraction diminishes b& x increases, and can he made 
smaller than any assigned fraction, however smaU, by 
giving a sufficiently great value to x. Thus if we wish 

y to differ from unity by a quantity less than - ^ ■ ' 

B3 
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make a; == 100,000, and the required result is obtained. If 
we wish y to differ from unity by a quantity less than 

1 AAA AAA > Miake a; = 1,000,000, and the required result is 
1,000,000 

obtained. Under these circumstances we say "the limit of 

if when x increases indefinitely is imity." 

8. The importance of the notion of a limit cannot be 
over-estimated ; in fact the whole of the Differential Calctdus 
consists in tracing the consequences which follow from that 
notion. The student has probably already fallen upon cases 
in which the word limit has been used, to which it will be 
useful to recur. For example, the sum of the geometrical pro-> 

gression l + j4-i + i+... continued to n terms is 2 — -^iq , 

and hence he has deduced the result that the limit of the 
. series when the number of terms is indefinitely increased 
is 2. 

9. A very important example of a limit occurs in works 
on Trigonometry. It is there shewn that if 6 denote the 

circular measure of an angle, the fraction ?^-^ will, if be 

diminished indefinitely, approach as near as we please to 

unity. In other words the limit of —^ , as 6 continually 

diminishes, is xmity. We shall express this by saying ** the 

limit of —K-f when ^ = 0, is unity;" that is, we use the 

words "when = 0** as an abbreviation for "when is 
continually diminished towards zero" or for " when is 
diminished vnthout limit** 

• /% 

10. The proposition "the limit of — ^ , when ^=0, is unity" 

is sometimes expressed thus, *'— 3— = 1, when 0=0,'* or 

*' sin ^ =5 0, when = 0." It mtbst however he m^ost carefully . 
rememhered that such expressions are only abbreviations and 
tannot be understood absolutely. In like manner the result 
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obtained in Art. 7, na.mely that the limit of when x 

increases indefinitely is unity, would be sometimes expressed 

thus, "when x is infinite equals unity/* Here both 

parts of the sentence are abbreviations: ''when x is infinite" 
can only be considered as meaning "when x is increased 

without limit," and "- equals unity" means strictly " • 

can be made to differ from unity by as small a quantity 
as we please.'' 

X 

11. In the example y=» let us now ascribe to x 

negative values. Put — « for a: ; thus y = • Now sup- 

pose z to change gradually from to 1 ; the numerator of y 
is positive and continually increasing, while the denommator 
is negative and numerically continually diminishing. The 
value of y then is negative and numerically continually in- 
creases, and by taking z sufficiently near to unity we may 
make y as great as we please ; that is, as z approaches unity 
y has no finite limit. For the sake of shortness, this is some- 
times expressed thus, "y is infinite, when a = 1;" but it must 
not be forgotten that this last phrase is an ablyreviation, and 
must be considered to mean : " by taking z sufficiently near 
to unity y can be made to exceed any assigned magnitude, 
however great." We shall not proceed further with the ex- 
ample ; the reader will see that when z is greater than unity 
y is positive, that y continually diminishes as z increases, and 
approaches the limit unity when z increases indefinitely. 

12. The student has already seen an example of the same 
kind as that brought forward in the last Article, for he has 
probably been accustomed to say, " the tangent of an angle 
of 90" is infinity." On reflexion he will see that the only 
way in which a meaning can be given to this statement is 
to consider it an abbreviation of the following: "as we 
increase an angle gradually up to 90^ the tangent of the 
angle increases, and by taking the angle near enough to 90** 
we may make the tangent as great as we please.** We can 
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form no distinct conception of an infinite magnitude^ and the 
word can only be used in Mathematics as an abbreviation 
in the manner of the examples here given. 

If to a; the independent variable be ascribed values begii^- 
ning with zero and increasing without limit/this is sometimes 
expressed for abbreviation by saying that x increases from 
zero to infinity. 

13. The meaning of the word "limit,** or its equivalent 
''limiting value," will be understood from its use in the 
preceding Articles. The following may be given as a defini- 
tion: "The limit of a function for an assigned value of 
the independent variable, is that value from which the 
function can be made to differ as little as we please, by 
making the independent variable approach its assigned 
value. 

14. In the example "the limit of — ^ = 1 when = 0," it 

is obvious that — ^- is never equal to 1 so long as has 

any value different from zero, and if we actually make 
^ = 0, we render the expression—^ unmeaning. In other 

words, although ^ ■ approaches as nearly as we please to 

the limit unity it never actually/ attains that limit. Some- 
times in the definition of a limit the words "that value 
which the function never actually attains" have been in- 
troduced. But it is more convenient to omit them ; for if 

OS 

we take any function of x, say ■ , and ascribe to x any 

X "I" 1. 

value, say 1, we can determine the actual value of the 
function, which in this case would be, J. According to the 
definition we have given in the preceding Article we may 

if we please call J the limit of -when a: approaches unity. 

The same holds for any finite value of any function, and 
generally according to the definition of a Emit laid down 
in Art. 13, any acttcal value of a function may be considered 
as a limiting value^ 
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15. Limit of ( 1 + - j . The following theorem^ which 

we proceed to demonstrate, is very important. When x 

increases indefiniteh/ the expression (l + - j approaches a 

certain limit v;hich lies between 2 and 3. 

In the first place suppose x a positive whole number, s=m 
say ; we shall prove that the above expression continually in- 
creases with m, but can never reach the value S. Assuming 
the Binomial Theorem for positive integral exponents, we have 

A J. ^r 1 I .. ^ m{m^l) /l\\ m(m^l){m^2) /iy 

fn (m - 1 ) (w - 2) . . . {w - (w - 1) } / n * 
. **' 1.2*..m \m/ ' 

which may be written 

\ m/ 1 1.2 1.2.3 

Similarly 

1 L (i L-Vi ^—) 

A. 1 y^^ , , 1 . fw+l . V m+l/V m-Hl/. 

\ ^ 1 + m/ 1 1.2 



1.2.3 



. V m+lj\ m+lj \ m+lj . 
"•"^ 1.2...(m+l) " "'^ ^* 

Now in the last twt) series we see that their first and 
second terms are equal, but the third term in (2) is greater 
than the third term in (1); also the fourth term in (2) is 
greater than the fourth term in (1), and so on; moreover 
in (2) there is one term more than in (1). Hence 

l^+lT^j i8 greater than (^1 + -j . 
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Therefore if we put m successively equal to 2, 3^. 4, &c. the 

expression [ 1 H — 1 continually increases, 

12 3 

But since 1 , 1 , 1 , ...are all positive and 

m m m ^ 

all less than unity it follows that the series in (1) cannot be 

greater than 

^"^l'*"r:2'*"I7273'*"l.2.3.4'^-"^1.2...m ^^^' 

however great m may be. 

But the series in (3) is less than the following series, 
which forms a geometrical progression, beginning at the 
second term, 

that is, the series in (3) is less than 

^ "2^ 1 

Hence ( 1 H j is less than 3, however great m may be. 

Since then the expression (l H — j continually increases 

with m, but at the same time cannot exceed 3, there must 
b^ some "limit" towards which it approaches as m is in- 
creased indefinitely. We shall use the symbol e to denote 
this limit, and shall hereafter shew how to calculate its 
approximate value: we say approadmatey for it will prove 
to be an incommensurable number. See Art. 115. 

16. We might perhaps leave it to the student to Convince 

himself that the limiting value of ( 1 + - J must be the same 

whether we attribute to a? a succession of integral or of 
frajdional values increasing without limit. But it may be 
formally shewn thus. Whatever fractional value be ascribed 
to X there must be two consecutive integers, say m and m + 1, 
between which such fractional value lies. Suppose then 
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11 1 

1 + - greater than 1 + - and less than 1 + — , where n is put 
X n m ^ 

torm + l. 

Then ^1 + -] lies between ^1 + ^\ and ^1 + -V. 

Suppose a: = m + a=5n — /S, so that a and /3 are proper frac- 
tions, then 

(l + -j lies between f 1 + -j and ( 1 + —) , 
that is, between 

If X be now supposed to increase without limit, so also do 
m and n. The limit of [1 + -j and of [1 H — J is e, and as 

1 and IH — have unity for their limit it follows that the 

limit of [1 + -j is e. 

17. We may shew that the limit of / 1 + - j is also e 
when X is negative and increases without limit. For put 

a; = — jsr, then we have to find the limit of f I 1 when z 

increases without limit. 

^- (-r=(^r=(7^)" 



— ' ^1 , where y = ^-l. 



=( 



Let now x increase numerically without limit, then z, and 
consequently y, do the same. The limit of ( 1 + -) is e, and 

that of 1 + - is unity, and therefore the limit of ( 1 1 is ^. 
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\ ■ ■ ' 

18. Since the limit of ( 1 + - j when x increases indefi^ 

1 - 

nitely is ^, we see, by putting - = -sr, that the limit of {l + zY 

OS 

•when js is diminished indefinitely is also e. Hence we can 

1 

deduce the limit when z^O of (1 + az)\ where a is any 
constant quantity. For 

(1 + a^) •= 1(1 + azfV. 

Now as z diminishes without limit, so also does az, therefore 

the limit of (1 + az)°* is e, 

1 
and the limit of (1 + az)* is e*. 

19. Since log«(l + -^)'=ilog„(l + ^), 

z 

a being any base, we have, by diminishing z indefinitely, 
the Umit of ^Qg«(^ + ^) ^ the Umit of log„(l + ^)% 

= loga«; 
and, putting e for a, 

the limit of ^-^iiil±^ = l. 

z 

20. From the equation 

- loo" (l + z) 

log.(l + ;:)'= "'^'^ \ 
we deduce, by assuming 1 + z^a', 

V 



log.(l + «)'= 



a'-l' 



Now suppose z to diminish without limit, and therefore also v. 
We have then 

the limit of -i — - when v = 

a —1 

1 
s= limit of loga(l + z)* when « = 

« log« e. 
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a*— 1 

Therefore the limit of vhen v *= 

V 

1 



logaC 

« log. a. 
Suppose a = e'*, 

therefore /a = log, a, 

and the limit of when t; = is u* 

21. The. following results "will be found in works on 
Trigonometry. If the variable x diminish indefinitely 

the limit of = 1, 

• —1 
the limit of — I, 

X 

the limit of = 1. 

X 

22. A few general remarks may be made at the close 
of this Introductory Chapter. It frequently happens that 
a person commencing this subject is discouraged at the outset 
because he cannot discover or imagine any practical appli^ 
cation of the somewhat abstruse points to which his attention 
is directed. From what he remembers of the early portions 
of those branches of mathematics with which he is already 
acquainted, he is led to expect that almost as soon as he 
begins the Differential Calculus, he will be able to compre- 
hend its general scope, and to make use of it in solving 
algebraical and geometrical examples; and being disap- 
pointed in this expectation, he is apt to imagine as a reason 
for it, that he has not correctly understood the elementary 
principles of the subject. It may, therefore, be of some 
service to assure him, that the difficulty of which he com- 
plains is probably owing much more to the nature of the 
subject than to his own want of comprehension. The student 
must, of course, leave to his teacher the task of arranging 
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the different portions of the subject he is studjring, and of 
selecting the definitions necessary to be understood; and in 
reading a work on the Differential Calculus, he must be 
satisfied at first with reflecting upon the meaning of the 
definitions, and examining whether the deductions drawn by 
the writer from those definitions are correct. There are 
innumerable applications of the elementary principles of the 
Differential Calculus, as will be seen m the Chapter on 
Expansions and those following it, but we shall at first 
confine ourselves merely to the logical exercise of tracing the 
consequences of certain definitions. 

A difficulty of a more serious kind which is connected with 
the notion of a limit, appears to embarrass many students 
of this subject, namely, a suspicion that the methods em- 
ployed are only approximative, and therefore a doubt as to 
whether the results are absolutely true. This objection is 
certainly very natural, but at the same time by no means 
easy to meet, on account of the inability of the reader to 
point out any definite place at which his uncertainty com- 
mences. In such a case all he can do is, to fix his attention 
very carefully on some part of the subject, as the theory 
of expansions for example, where specific important formulae 
are obtained. He must examine the demonstrations, and if 
he can find no flaw in them, he must allow that results 
absolutely true and free from all approximation can be le- 
gitimately derived by the doctrine of Limits. 

23. The demonstration in Arts. 15, 16 of the proposition 
that (1+ -) tends to some fixed limit as x increases in- 
definitely, has been given in several elementary works on 
the Differential Calculus, and it is accordingly retained here. 
But the following method, in which th6 Binomial Theorem 
is not assumed, is worthy of notice. 

We shall first establish two inequalities. 

If /8 and X are positive quantities, and X greater than 
unity, 

(1 + /3)^ is greater than 1 + X^ (i). 
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If )3 and /a are positive quantities, and ft)3 less than unity, 

(1 +)8)'* is less than j^^ (2). 

To establish these inequalities we shall use the known 
theorem that the arithmetical mean of any number of posi- 
tive quantities is greater than the geometrical mean; see 
Algeln'a, Chapter ix 

Let X = ~, where p and q are positive integers. Take p 
quantities, q of which are equal to 1 + - fi, and p — 2 equal to 

p^q + qfl^Ea) 

unity. Then their arithmetical mean is * 

P . 

that is 1 + /S; their geometrical mean is (l+-^/9]'. The 

former is the greater ; and therefore (1 + fiy is greater than 
1 +^ /3. Thus (1) is established. 

Let fft^Ty and Mi? ==7, where r, « and t are positive in- 

V t 

T 

tegers ; thus /3 » - • Take « + ^ quantities^ « of which are 
equal to 1 + - , and t equal to 1 — - . Then their arithmetic 

cal mean is , that is unity; their geome- 

trical meanis j[l + -j [1 — -j [ . The former is the greater; 
therefore (l + "){l~7) is less than unity; and therefore 

[ 1 + n is less than — . Thus (2) is established. 



increases as co 
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In (1) put i8 = — , and raise both sides to tlie power 7; 

then " 

[x + r-j is greater than ri+- J; 

that is, if 8 be greater than 7, 

Tl + ^j is greater than [1+ -j ........(3). 

From (3) we see that (1 + -) continually ii 
increases. It does not, however, pass beyond a certain finite 
limit ; for in (2) write — for fl, and raise both sides to the 
power 7 ; then 

(1 N'*'*' 1 

IH ) is less than ,^ if 7 be greater than 1. 

fience, if we put 7 = 2, we find that (l + -) can never 
exceed 4. By ascribing to 7 greater values we shall obtain 
a closer limit for fl4--j. If we put 7 = 6 we see that 

(1+-) must be less than (-], and therefore less than 3. 

Since then the limit of (l + -j, as x becomes indefinitely 

great, must lie between (1+-J and f ^ j , where n has 

any positive value, we may, by ascribing successive integral 
values to w, easily approximate to the numerical value of the 
limit. 



( 15 ) 



CHAPTER n. 

DEFINITION OF A DIFFEBBNTIAL COEFFICIENT, 
DIFFEBENTIAI* COEFFICIENT OF A SUM, PRODUCT, AND 

QUOTIENT. 

24. We shall now lay down the fundamental definition 
of the Differential Cs^Iculus, and deduce from it various 
inferences. i 

Definition. Let ^ (x) denote any function of x, and 
<f>{x-i'h) the same function of oj + A; then the limiting 

value of ^-^ T — TSJ. ^ when h is made indefinitely small, 

is called the differential coefficient of ^ (x) with respect to x. 

This definition assumes that the above fraction really Jias 
a limit Strictly speaking, we should use an enunciation of 

this form — *'If ^-^^ U- — ^-^ have a limit when h is made 

h 

indefinitely small, that limit is called the differential coefficient 
of <f> {x) with respect to x,** We shall shew, however, that 
the limit does exist in functions of every kind, by examining 
them in detail in this and the following two Chapters. We 
give two examples for the purpose of illustrating the defini- 
tion. 

Suppose ^ (a;) = a? ; 

therefore ^ (a? + A) = (a? + h)'; 

therefore <l> (^ + ^)- <l> (-) = i^+j^^ • 

n n 

2xh + h^ ^ ^, 

and thfe limit of 2a? + A when A = 0, is 2a? ; therefore 2x is the 
differential coefficient of x^ with respect to a?. 
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a 



Again, suppose ^ (a?) = % ; 



a 



therefore <^fc+A) = ^^^^^ , 

therefore ^(^ + ^)-<^W ^ ^^ 

therefore ^ - _^___. 

The limit of this "when A = is 

a 



(fi + ar)" 



which is therefore the differential coefficient of 7 I'^ith 

o + x 

respect to x. 

25. We now give the notation which usaally accompanies 
the definition in Art. 24. 

Let <^ (a?) = y, then ^ (a; + A) — <^ (a?) is the difference of the 
two values of the dependent variable y corresponding to the 
two values, x and a? + A, of the independent variable. This 
difference may be conveniently denoted by the symbol Ay, 
where A may be taken as aa abbreviation of the word 
difference* We have thus 

Ay = ^ (a: + A) — ^ (a?). 

Agreeably with this notation, h may be denoted by Aar, so that 

Aa? h 

It may appear a superfluity of notation to use both h and 
Aa? to denote the same thing, but in finding the limit of the 
right-hand side we shall sometimes have to perform several 
analytical transformations, and thus a single letter is more 
convenient. On the left-hand side Aa? is recommended by 
considerations of symmetry. 

We say then, according to the definition in Art. 24, that 

the limit of ^ , when Aa? is diminished indefinitely, is the 

differential coefficient of y or 6 (a?) with respect to a?. This 

dtt 
limit is denoted hy the symbol ^ . 
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26. The symbol -^ we consider as a whole, and we do 

not assign a separate meaning to dy and dx. As, however, 

r^ is a real fraction in which Ai/ and Ao; have definite 
Ax '^ 

meanings, the student will very possibly suspect that some 

meanings may be given to dy and dx which will enable him 

to regard ^ as a fraction. This suspicion will probably be 

strengthened as he proceeds in the subject and finds that in 

many cases -;- possesses the properties of an algebraical 

fraction. We remark that there are indeed methods of 
treating the Differential Calculus in which meanings are 
given to dy and dx, and we shall recur to them hereafter 

(see Chap, xxvn.), but at present we define the symbol -^ 

as above, and only leave to the reader the task of examining 
whether we are consistent with ourselves in the inferences 
we proceed to draw and express by means of our definitions 
and symbols. 

The following notation is also frequently used. If <f> {x) 
denote any function of x, then (l>'(x) denotes the differential 
coefficient of (f> {x) with respect to x. 

The operation of finding the differential coefficient of 
a function is called " differentiating" that function. 

27. Differential coefficient of a sum of Functions. 

Let y and z denote two functions of x, and u their sum. 
Suppose that y, /, u', denote the values these functions 
assume when x is changed into a? + A. Then 

u=y + z, 
u'^y' + z, 
therefore u —u^y' —y^-z —z' 

that is Ai^ = Ay 4- A«. 

Divide by A or bjx, then 

Aw _ Ay A« 
t^x ^x A^ * 

T. D. a c 
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Now let A diminish without limit, and we have 

du _ dy dz 
di^da'^Tx' 

Hence ike differential coefficient of the sum of two functions is 
the su^n of Ike differential coefficients of the functions. 

Similarly, if w == ^ — « 

du _ dt/ dz 
d^^di^d^' 

28. The results of Art. 27 may be extended to the case 
of any number of functions connected by the signs of addition 
or subtraction. For example, let 

u = w + y + z, 

then, as before, Aw = Aw H- Ay + Az ; 

^ Au Aw Av Az 

therefore x~="X — ^a+t-) 

Ax Ax Ax Ax 

therefore, proceeding to the limit, 

du dw . dy dz 
dx dx dx dx' 

29. Differential coefficient of the product of two Functions. 
Let ^ {x) and -^ {x) denote two functions of a?, and let 

u = ^{x) ylr(x). 
Change x into x + h, and let u + Au denote the new product, 
then u + Au = (f) {x + h) yjr (x + h), 

therefore Aw = ^ (a; + A) -^ (a: + A) — ^ (a:) -^ (a;) 

= {^ (a? + A) -<^ {x)} yjr{x + h) + <l> (x) {f {x + h) - yjr (a?)} ; 

therehro^^^^±^l=^^ir{xUH 

Suppose now A diminished indefinitely; then the limit of 
2-i- 1 — 2_w 13 ^}^Q differential coefficient of <f>{x) with 
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respect to oj, or ^'(oj); the limit of ^^ ) '*r\ ) ^ ^^ 

differential coefficient of '^(x) with respect to x, or '^'{x)\ 
the limit of -^ (a? + A) is -^ {x) ; 

therefore ^ " ^' (^) '^ (^) + '^' (*) ^ (^)* 

Hence the differential coefficient of the product of tico functione 
is found hy multiplying each factor by the differentiai coefficient 
of the oih^ factor and adding the resvlting products. 

Divide each side of the last result b j u or ^ (x) ^ (x) ; thus 

1 Ju^f (a?) ^\x) 
. udx <l>{x) '^ (a;) * 

30. An equation similar to that just obtained holds for tho 
product of any number of functions. For example, let 

wfoyz, 

w, y, z being all functions of x. 

Assume v = wy, 

therefore t* = v« ; 

then, by Art. 29, 

\ du Idv 1 dz 



also 



u dx vdx a dx* 
vdx" w dx y dx* 



idu Idw Idy Idz 
therefore udi^ w^^ydi^zd^' 

du dw , dy ^ dz 

therefore ^"y^^+^^i + '^y^' 

Proceeding in this manner we have as a rule : The differen^ 
iial coefficient of the 'product of any number of functions is 
found by multiplying the differential coefficient of each factor 
by all the other factors and adding the products thus formed. 

C2 
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31. Differential coefficient of a quotient. 

Let <f>{x) and -^(a;) denote two functions of x, and let 

<l>{x) 

yfr{x) ' 

Suppose X changed into a? + A, and let u -f Au denote the 
new value of the quotient. Then 

therefore ^^^ <l>i^ + ^)n^) -Ji^)fi'>' + f^) 

y (a; + rt) y (x) 

^ {<|>(x + h)-<|>{x)}y^{x)-{^1r(x + h)-^|r{x)}(|>(x) _ 

■<]r {x + h) -^If (x) ' 

fjx + h)-^) ^ ^^ _ ylr{x + k)-^ix) ^ ^^^ 

therefore -r— = , . tx , / x • 

Ax ylr{X'\-h)y{r{x) 

Let h diminish without limit, then 

du _ <f> {x) yjr (x) " yjr' jx) if> (x) 

di" WW ' 

Hence we have this rule : To find the differential coefficient 
of a quotient ; multiply the denominator hy the differential 
coefficient of the numerator and the numerator hy the differential 
coefficient of the denominator; subtract the second product from 
the first and divide the result hy the square of the denominator, 

32. The result of Art. 31 may also be obtained thus : 

Smce u = -^j~r , 

Y[x) 

therefore <}> {x) = w^ {x) \ 

therefore, by Art. 29, 

du 

therefore ^(a,)g = ^'(a,)_^^'(a,), 

therefore '^" - f W ^H -"f' (a?) ^(a') 

theretore ^ ^^^, 



■*9«H^BB^M^iBai 
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33. Differentiation of a constant 

I£ y — c where c is a constant, then -i - = 0. For to say 

that y is equal to a constant is the same thing as saying that 
y cannot vary ; hence Ay = 0, therefore 

Ay_ 

Ax 

whatever be the value of Aa? ; therefore 

-?^=0. 
dx 

Hence, making ^{x)=: a, constant c in Art 29, we have 

This may of course be obtained directly thus : 

Let tt = c^(aj), 

then w + Aw = (h/r (a: + A) ; 

therefore p^^ f{x + h)-ir{x) 

Ax h 

therefore -^ = c>^\x). 

So by putting <^ (a?) = c in Art. 31, we obtain 

, c _ c^' {x) 

'^ ^^ - - {t (a;)}" 
dx 
which likewise may be found independently. 

34. We have now defined a differential coeflScient and 
have shewn how the differential coeflBcient of a compound 
function can be found as soon as we know the differential 
coefficients of the component functions. Before we proceed 
to the rules for determining the differential coefficient of any 
known algebraical expression, we shall give some geometrical 
illustrations which will assist in forming a conception of the 
meaning of a differential coefficient and afford some hints as 
to the applications which can be made of the doctrine of 
limits. 
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35. Suppose we have given the equation y = <^ (a?), and 
that we attribute to the independent variable x all possible 
values between — oo and + oo and notice the corresponding 
values of y. Geometry gives us the means of representing 
distinctly this succession of values. We can take x for an 
abscissa measured from a 
fixed origin along a certain 
axis, and y for the corre- 
sponding ordinate measured 
along an axis at right angles 
to the first. The values of 
y corresponding to those of 
X in the equation y = ^ (a?) 
will belong to a curve 
AMN, the form of which 
will indicate the series of 
values we are considering. It is necessary to have always 
present in our mind not merely any particular value of x 
and the corresponding value of y, but the whole series of 
corresponding values of these two variables. 

36. Among the properties which the function <f> {x), or the 
line which represents it, possesses, the most remarkable, that 
in fact which is the object of the diflerential calculus and the 
consideration of which is perpetually occurring in all applica- 
tions of this calculus, is the degree of rapidity with which tlie 
fwnction varies when the variable begins to vary from any 
assigned value. The degree of rapidity of increase of the 
function when the variable is made to increase may diflfer not 
only in diflerent functions but also in the same function 
according to the value attributed to the variable from which 
the increase is supposed to commence. Suppose we give to x 
a particular value denoted by OP, to which corresponds a 
determinate value of y or <f> (x) represented by MR Let x, 
starting from the value assigned, increase by a quantity which 
we denote by Aa?, and which is represented by PQ, The 
function y will vaiy in consequence by a certain quantity 
which we denote by Ay, so that 



therefore 



y + Ay = ^ (a? + Aa?), 

Ay = </) (a? + Aa;) — <^ (a;) . 
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The new value of the ordinate is represented in the figure 

by NQy and NR represents Ay. The fraction -r^ represents 

the ratio of the increase of the function to the increase of 
the variable, and. is equal to the trigonometrical tangent 
of the angle NMB formed by the secant MN with the ajds 
of X. 

37. It is evident that this fraction is a natural measure of 
the degree of rapidity with which the function y increases 
when the independent variable x increases; for the greater 
this fraction is, the greater will be the increase of the func- 
tion y corresponding to the given increase Aa; of the variable. 

But it is important to observe that the value of r^ will 

depend not only on the value given to x, hut also on the 
magnitude of the increment Ax, except in the case in which 
the curve becomes a straight line. 

If then we left this increment arbitrary, it would be im- 
possible to assign to the fraction -^ any definite value, and 

it is thus necessary to adopt some convention which will 
remove this uncertainty. 

38. Suppose that after giving to Aa? a certain value, to 
which will correspond a certain value for Ay and a certain 
direction for the secant MN, we make the value of Ax 
gradually diminish and become ultimately zero. The value 
of Ay will also gradually diminish and become ultimately 
zero. The point i?" will move along the curve towards M, and 
we shall find in every example we consider, that the straight line 
MN will approach towards some limiting position MT. This 
L in fact equivalent to the assertion made in Art. 24, that 
by examining every case in detail we could shew that every 
function has a differential coefficient The limiting position 
which the secant assumes when N coincides with M is called 

the tangent to the curve a/t the point M, and thus -^ is the 

trigonometrical tangent of the inclination to the axis of x 
of the tangent line to the curve. 
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39. The limit of the fraction -^ , when Aaj is diminished 

ax 

indefinitely, may be considered as affording a precise measure 
of the rapidity with which the function increases when the 
independent variable increases, for there remains no longer 

anything arbitrary *in the expression. The limit -^ does not 

depend on the value assigned to A« nor upon the form of 
the curve at any finite distance from the point whose co-or- 
dinates are a?* and y; it depends only on the direction of the 
curve at this point, that is to say, on the inclination of the 
tangent line to the axis of x, 

40. As an example of the preceding, we will determine 
the differential coefficient of V(«'— ^)> aiid point out its 
geometrical application. 

Let y=V(«'— a^*)* 
then y + Ly = Vl^-* - (a? + *)'} 5 

therefore A^ = ^{d? — (a; + A)'} — V(a' — ^')i 

"" VK - (^ + ^y\ + V(a' - ^) ' 
- (2a?A + h^ 



therefore 



Ay __ 2aj + A 

A5 = " V{a'-(^-fA)T+V(a*-a:'r 



The limit of this when h is made indefinitely small is 

X 



therefore 



dy^_ 



dx ^{d^^a?)' 

It will be seen that we have in the above example used an 
algebraical artifice, namely, that of multiplying both numera- 
tor and denominator of a fraction by V{«"~(^+^)'}+ V(«*— a?*), 

in order to obtain -r-^ in a form the limit of which can be 

Ao? 
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easily seen. In treating any example without the aid of 
general rules, we should frequently find our success depen- 
dent upon our readiness in effecting such transformations; but 
the next two Chapters will explain methods of making the 
problem of ascertaining any differential coefficient depend 
upon the knowledge of those of a few standard functions. 

41. From analytical geometry we know that the equation 
y =z ij {a^ -- a?) represents a circle, and it is also known from 
the principles of that subject that the tangent at the point 
{x, y) of a circle is inclined to the axis of x at an angle 

whose trigonometrical tangent is — 7^-5 — -^ . Also in the 

case of a circle the straight line which we have defined as the 
tangent is the same straight line as that which fulfils the con- 
dition of "touching the circle," given in Euclidy Book in. 

42. In the Chapters on the geometrical application of the 
Differential Calculus we shall recur to the subject of tangents. 
We have given the above example here that tne student may 
at this eariy period acquire the conviction that important uses 
may be made of a differential coefficient. 

43. The. following is another geometrical application. The 
area OAMP, see the diagram to Art. 35, must be some func- 
tion of a?, since it is a definite quantity when we assign a 
definite value to x, and varies when x varies. Denote this 
function by u, and PQ by Aa? ; then 

u-f-Att = area OANQ, 

therefore Au = area MNQP; 

therefore Au lies between MP. PQ and NQ.PQ, 

that is, between yAx and (y -f- Ay) Ax ; 

therefore -r- lies between y and y -f- Ay. 

t^X 

Hence, diminishing Aa:, and therefore Ay, without limit, we 

have 

du 
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CHAPTER III. 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS OF SIMPLE FUNCTIONS. 

44. Differential coefficient of a;* wh&re n is a positive 
integer* 

Let y = x^, therefore 

2r+Ay=(a;4-A)*, 
therefore Ay = (a; + A)** — a?" 

^rix^ij,^VlhzAa,--^h^^.. +A"; 

therefore ^ = n^«-i + ^ (^";^) ^n-94 + ... + K^\ 

Ax 1.2 

Dimmish A without limit, and we have 

dx 

45. The same result may also be obtained by means of 
Art. 30. For let 

where the n quantities y^, y^, ... y„, are all functions of x ; 
we have then 

udx y^ dx y^ dx '" y^ dx ' 

K now y^ = x, we have 

Ly^ = Aa;, 

therefore -^* = 1, 

therefore -^ = 1. 
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Put then yj, y,, ... y„ all equal to x; thus i* becomes x\ 
and we obtain 

Idu n 

udx (c* 

therefore -:=- = w«^\ 

dx 

46. If n be not a positive integer, we may by assuming 
the truth of the Binomial Theorem for fractional exponents 

proceed as in Art. 44 to determine -> - . But in that case we 

shall require to assume that ^ if we have a series containing 
an infinite number of terms and each term becomes ulti- 
mately indefinitely small, the sum of the terms becomes so 
too." To avoid this assumption we adopt another mode. 

47. Differential coefficient of a?* the exponent n being v/n- 
restricted. 

Let y = aj* therefore 

therefore Ay^(^+^v^ 

^x h 

^x + h 



m- 



-* JT 



or fractional, it may be supposed = ^- — ^ , where p, q, r, are 



Now whatever be the value of n, positive or negative, whole 

positive integers. 
Let = z, 

X 

therefore A = a; (« — 1), 

and ^^ar-'^. 

ax « — 1 

As h diminishes indefinitely z approaches the limit 1, and we 

«* — 1 

have to find in that case the limit of ;- . 

a — 1 
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r 
1 

Suppose t?=«*", then 

^«-l z^--l v»^-l v'-v* 
or 



z-l z-l v^-l t;« (!;•■- 1) 
.~ t;«(v*'-l) 

v^Cv^-' + v'^'+.-. + l) 

This last result is obtained by dividing both numerator and 
denominator of the preceding fraction by v — 1. Let now v 
approach the limit 1, then the limit of the last fraction is 



therefore 





p-q 

r ' 




dx 


r 


= wa""^ 



48, Differential coefficient of of. Second method. 
Let y = a!", therefore 

y + Ay = (aj + A)», 

therefore ^^tl^T^ 

ax h 



-?{(-r-i- 



Assume - = ^r and (1 + -er)* — 1 = v, then z and v are quantities 
which diminish indefinitely with h. Thus 

Lx z' 

From the above assumptions 

{l+zY^l+v, 
therefore log, (1 + 1?) = n log/1 + z). 
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From Art 19 the expressiona 

z v 

both tend to the limit miity. Hence we may assume 

loftO + tO^i^ 

Z 

where each of the quantities 7 and £ has zero for its limit. 
Hence 

v^lJhS log,(l + V) 

z l4-7*log,(l + '8^) 

= n-; from above: 

1 + 7 

therefore the limit of - is n, and 

z 

ax 

49. Differential coefficient of a*. 
Let y=^a', therefore 

therefore -r^ = a' — 5 — . 

^x a 

o^— 1 
Now, by Art. 20, the limit of —7 — , when h is indefinitely 

diminished is log;a; therefore 

g = a-log.a. 
Next let y^(f^\ then 
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hence by the rule just proved 

Hence if y = ^, 

ax 
and if y = ^1 

dx 

50. • Differential coefficient of log«ar. 
Lety = logaar, therefore 

y + Ay = log«(aj + A), 
therefore Ay = log^ (oj + A) — log« a? 

x + h 



= log 



« a? 



, x+h 

Ay ^'^^•"^ 
therefore -^ = 



Ax h 

Assume h = xz, therefore 

Ay_l log^(l+g) ^ 
Ao; X a 

By Art. 19 the limit of ^^« ^ "^ ^-^ when » diminishes 
indefinitely is log^e, therefore 



a? 'log; a' 
Hence if y = log«a? 

dx x' 
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51. IHffereniM coefficient of sia X, 
Let y a: sin a;^ therefore 

y + Ay = sin {x + h), 
therefore Ay = sin (a? + A) — sin a: 

= 2 cos (a: + - j sin - , by Trigonometry, 

. h 

therefore -r^ = cos (a? + ~ ) — r— . 

Aaj \ 2/ h 

2 

. A 

Now when A is indefiiiitely diminished, the limit of 



is unity by Art. 9, therefore 2 

dy 

—- = cos X. 

ax 

52. Differential coefficient of cos x. 

Let y = cos x, therefore 

y + Ay = cos(a; + A), 

therefore Ay = cos (a? + A) — coa-x 

h\ . h 



= -2smfa;+2Jsm-, 



therefore ^ = — sin f a? + - j 



. h 
sm — 



2 



therefore 3- = - sin a?. 

53. Differential coefficient o/tan a?. 
Let y = tan a?, therefore 

t/ + Ay = tan (as + A), 
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therefore Ay = tan (a: + A) — tan x 

sin (x 4- A) sin a? 



therefore 



therefore 



cos (x + A) cos X 

_ sin (a: + A — a?) ^ sin A 

cos (xM- A) cos X cos (a? + A) cos x * 

Ay sin A 1 

Aa: ~ A cos (a? + A) cos a? ' 

do; cos* X ' 



54. Differential coefficient of cot a?. 

By proceeding as in the last Example, we find that if 

y = cot Xy 

dy_^ 1 
dx sin* a;* 

55. Differential coefficient of sec a?. 
Let y = seca;, therefore 

y + Ay = sec (a? + A), 

therefore Ay = sec (a; + A) — sec x 

_ 1 1 __ cos X — cos (a? + A) 

~ cos {x + A) cos X cos X cos (a? + A) 

2 sm [ a? + - 1 pin - 

cos a; cos (a? + A) ' 

. / A\ . A 
. sin aj + -) sin- 
Av V 2/ 2 

Aa? "" cos X cos (a; + A) A ' 



therefore 



^, « dy sma? 

therefore v- = — 5- . 

dx cos a; 
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56. Differential coefficient of cosec x. 

Let y = cosec x : proceed as in the last example, and we 
find 

dy _ cos X 

di 5E^' 

57. Since tana;, cot^, sec^, and cosec a; are all fractional 
forms, we may deduce the diflferential coefficient of each of 
these functions by Art. 31 from those of sin a: and cos a;. 
Thus, let 

sin X 

^ COSOJ 

dsinx . dcoAX 

J cosas — 5 sm aj — -j — 

1 - dy dx dx . 

therefore -^ = a , Art 31, 

dx cos X 

cos'oj + sin'fl? ._^ -, J -^ 

-B Arts. 51 and 52, 

cos' a? 



cos' a:' 



Similarly we may proceed with cot a;, seca;^ and cosec a:. 

Since vers a? = 1 — cos a;, the differential coefficient of versaj 
by Arts. 27 and 33 

s — differential coefficient of cos a; . 
■■ sin x» 



T.D.C. 



{ 34 ) 



CHAPTER IV. 

BIPFEEENTIAL COEFFICIENTS OF THE INVERSE TRIGONOMB- 
TBICAL FUNCTIONS AND OF COMPLEX FUNCTIONS. 

58* Let y = ^ {x), so that ^ is a known function o{ x; it 
follows &om this that x must be some function of y, although 
we may not be able to express that function in any simple 
form. The best mode for the reader to convince himself of 
this wiU be to recur to algebraical geometry and suppose x 
and y to be the co-ordinates of a point in a curve the equation 
to which is y = ^(a?). For every yalue of x there will be 
generally one or more values of y, positive or negative, as 
the case may be. So for any value of y there will be 
generally one or more definite values of x, which, as they 
really exist, may be made the subjects of our investigations, 
even although our present powers of mathematical expres- 
sion may not always furnish us with simple modes of repre- 
senting them, 

59. A simple example will be given in the equation 

y = a?-2x+l (I), 

Solve this equation with respect to x, and we have 

a=l±y* (2). 

Here (2) shews that if any value be assigned to y we must 
have for x one of two definite values. 

Now in (1), X being the independent variable and y the 
dependent variable, we have by Arts. 28, 33, and 44, 

| = 2x-2 ..(3). 
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In equation (2) we may treat y as the independent variable 
and X as the dependent variable, and we find, by Art 47, 

l-ite-* ■. <•)• 

From (2) a-l = ±y*, 
therefore = + v"^. 

Hence, from (4), | = J(^ (^)- 

Comparing (5) with (3), we see that 

dy dx _ 
dx dy" * 

The theorem which holds in this simple case we shall now 
prove to be miiversally true. 

60, To prove j- x 3- = 1. 

^ dx dy 

Let y = ^W (1)> 

since from this it follows that x must be some function of y, 
suppose a = '^(y) (2). 

Let X in (1) be changed into x + Arr, in consequence of which 
y becomes y + Ay, then 

y + Ay = ^(a? + Aa;) (3). 

Now in (2) it may happen that x has more than one value 
for any assigned value of y, but if the value of y in (2) be 
the same as that in (1), then among the values which x can 
have, one must be the value we supposed assigned to x in (1). 
Hence we may suppose x and y in (2) to have the same 
values as the same symbols respectively had in (1). In. equa- 
tion (2) change y into y + Ay, where y has the same value 
as in (1) and (3), and Ay the same value as in (3). Then 
among the values which the dependent variable is suscepti- 
ble of in (2), one must be x + Ax, the symbols having the same 
values as in (3), 

J>2 
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♦ Hence x + Ax=^'\jr(i/ + Ay) (4). 

From (1) and (3) 

Ay _ ^{x + Ax)^^{x) ' .. 

Ai" Ax ^^^* 

From (2) and (4) 

A^ ^ ^( y + Ay)--^(y) 

Ay Ay ^ ^' 

In (5) and (6) the same symbols have the same values, and 

Av Ax 
since in that case t^ x -r— = 1, we have 

Ax Ay • 

^{x+Ax)-<f> {x) ^^ f (y + Ay) - '^ (y) _ ^ 
Ax Ay 

Now diminish Ax and Ay without limit, and we have 

f(a?)xt'(y) = l; 

or, as it may be written, 

dy dx 
dx dy 

61. The demonstration given in the last Article may 
appear laborious. In reviewing it, the student will perceive 
that this arises from the necessity of proving that the x, y, 
Ax, and Ay, which occur in (5), have the sarne numerical 
values as the quantities denoted by the same symbols respec- 
tively in (6). This point is sometimes assumed, and it is 

Ay Ax 
considered suflScient to say " since X^ ^ ;a- = 1 s^ways, we 

dt/ dx 
have, by proceeding to the limit, j - x ^- = 1," but it would 

appear necessary at least that the assumption should be 
noticed. 

62. Suppose z^(f> (x), 

so that y is a function of z, and z a function of a?. It follows 
that if we substitute for z its value in yfr {z), we make y an 
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explicit function of x, and consequently y must have a dif- 
ferential coefficient with respect to x. For example, li z=-a? 
and y = z*, we have by substitution y = a;^ Now this is 
a function of x of which we know the differential coefficient, 

by Art. 44. Hence — = 6a;'. But \iz = cos x and y = a', we 

find y = a*^** a function of x which we have not yet seen 
how to differentiate. Hence the necessity and use of the rule 
demonstrated in the next Article. 

63, Differential coefficient of a function of a fwnction. 
Let z = ^{x) (1), 

and y = ^(«) (2), 

so that y is a function of x ; required the differential coeffi- 
cient of y with respect to x. 

Let X be changed into x + Ax, in consequence of which 
z becomes z + Az, and suppose in consequence of this change 
in z, that y becomes y-^Ly\ thus 

« + A2 = <^(a? + A^) (3), 

y-\-Ay = '^[z + Az) (4). 

Now suppose that by putting for z its value in (2), we obtain 

y = F{x) (5), 

where F{x) denotes some function of x. From the mode 
in which equation (5) is obtained it follows that we may 
suppose X and y to Iiave respectively the same values in (5) 
05 in (1) and (2), and also that 

y + Ay = F{x + Ax) (6), 

where Ax and Ay are the same quantities cw have already 
occurred in (3) and (4). 

From these equations we deduce 

^^t(£±M-Hf)from(2)a.d(4), 
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where the same symbols denote throughout the same quan- 
tities. Hence, since 

Ax" Az Ax' 
we have 

F{x + Ax)''F{x) _ '^fr (z + Az) -"slr (z) (j) (x -h Ax) - <l> (x) 

Ax "" Az Ax 

Now let Ax, Az, and Ay, diminish without limit, and we 
obtain F' {x) = ^' (z) f {x) ; 

or, OS it may be written, 

dy __ dy dz 

tx''tzdi' 

Hence the diflferential coefficient of y with respect to x is 
equal to the product of the differential coefficient of y with 
respect to z, and of the differential coefficient of z with respect 
to X, 

64. We may make a remark on the demonstration of the 
last Article similar to that in Art. 61. It is often considered 

sufficient to say that " ;r^ = v^ x v- hy the properties of 
fractions, and therefore,, by taking the limit, -j~ ^-j- -jT -^ 

65. Differential coefficient of sin'^a;. 
Let y = sin"*a?, therefore 

sin y^x, 

dx 

therefore -r- = cosy. Art. 51, 

rill 1 

therefore -7^= , Art. 60 

dx cosy 

Since smy = x, cosy= ±a/{1-x^) ) the proper sign to be 
taken will of course depend on the value ot y; we may there- 
fore put 

dy^ 1 

dx V(l-a^)' 
remembering that the radical must have a negative sign if 
cos y be negative. 
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66. Differential coefficient of cos"* x. 
Let y = cos"* a?, therefore 

cosy =a?, 

therefore ^ = — sin y. Art 62, 

therefore -3^= — -: — , Art 60, 

ax sm y 



See the preceding Article. 

67. Differential coefficient of tan"* a? and cot"*a:; 

Let y = tan"*a?, therefore 

X = tan y , 

dx 1 
therefore -j- = — r-* Art. 53, 

ay cos y 

therefore ^ = cos*y. Art 60, 

1 





"1 + tan" 
1 


y 


"l+a?' 




y= 


= Cot"*£r, 




dy_ 


1 





Similarly, if 



dx 1 +0?"' 

68. Differential coefficient of sec"* a? and cosec"*a:. 
Let y = sec"*a?, therefore 

X = sec y, 

therefore -y- = — ~, Art. 55, 

ay cos y 

therefore ^^9^ Art. 60. 

dx smy 



40 DIFFEBENTIAL COEFFICIENTS 

But sec y = x, therefore cos y = - , and sin y = — -^ , 

see Art. 65> thus 

^y ^ 1- ^ 

dx a?V(^'-"l)* 

Similarly, if y = cosec"^ x, 

dy_ 1 

da? x»J{x^'-l)* 

69. In the manner given in the preceding Articles the 
diflferential coefficients of the inverse trigonometrical functions 
are usually determined. They may however be found without 
using Art. 60. 

For example, suppose 

y = tan'^a?, 

therefore y + Ay = tan""*(aj + A), 

therefore Ay = tan"* (a; + A) — taii""^aj 

= *^"' l + x[x + hy ^y Trigonometry, 

therefore -r-^ = y tan"* ; — — ^ ^r 

Aa? A l-\-x{x + h) 



tan 



-1 



l+a?(a;4-A) 



l + aj* + a;A' 



1 + a? (a? + A) 
Now let h diminish without limit, then 



tan"* 



the Hmit of l+«^(^ + A) ^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ 



1 + a; (a? + A) 
therefore | = i:f^- 
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70, Again, siippose y = sin'^aj, 
therefore y-^-^y^ sin** (a? + A), 
therefore Ay = sin"* (a? + A) — sin"* a? 

= sin"*[(a? + A) V(l - iO - a? V{1 - (a? + A)U 

by Trigonometry, 

therefore Av _ 8i°"[(^ + ^) Vd -'xQ -^V{1- C^+^) '}], 
^ h ' 

put (a; + K) V(l —s^—x>J{l — {x + Kf] = « for abbreviation, 

., Ay sin"' a sin"'« z 

then -r^ = — r — = . T . 

Ajc h z h 

^""^ h~ h 

(x + hY(:i-a?)-a?[\-{x + hy] 

A [(a; + A) VCl - iB*) + a; Vll - (» + *)'}] 

2x + h 

~ {x + h) VU -»') +a!v'{l - (aJ+ A)'} ' 

thus the limit of ^ , when A = 0, is ^^^_^ or -;j(~^^ i 

• —1 

sm z 

and the limit of is 1, Art. 21: therefore 

z 

dy^ 1 

da? V(l-a:^' 

71. Differential coefficient of vers"* a;. 
Let y = vers"*a?, therefore 

vers y = x, 
therefore 1 — cos y = a?, 

CLOS 

therefore ^ =3 sin y, 

dx sin y \/(l -~ cos^ V{1 — U -" ^Y} 

1 
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72. Differential coefficient ofz^. 

Let y = 2*, where v and ;5 are both functions of x. 
Take the logarithms of both members of the, equation, 
hence 

\og,y^v\og,z. 

Now since these two functions of x are always equal, their 
differential coejQBcients with respect to x must be so. 

And ^l^=,^|(,Art.63, 

ax ay dx 

-- -J- y Art. 50. 
y ax 

Also the differential coefficient of t? \og^z 

dv , V dz . ^ „^ 

, r i? 1 dy dv ^ V dz 

therefore " ;£ = ;/;; log,« + - x > 

y aa? ax z dx 

rfa? \dx ^* 5J da?/ ' 

73. If we compare Arts. 29. ..31 with Art. 72 we may 
deduce a general rule for the differential coefficient of a 
composite function. Differentiate in order each component 
function, treating all the others as if they were constant; 
then add the results thus obtained. 

It is advisable to call the attention of the student explicitly 
to three different cases which beginners are apt to confound. 

(1) If y = z"^ where -^ is a function of x and a is a constant, 
then by Arts. 47 and 63 

^^az^'—. 
dx dx ' 

(2) If y = a* where is is a function of x and a is a constant, 
then by Arts. 49 and 63 

dy , , dz 
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(3) If y = ^ where both z and v are functions of x, then 
by Art. 72 

dx 



„ fdv , t? dz\ 



74. Differential coefficient of a;*. Third method. For 
the other methods see Arts. 47 and 48. 

The differential coefficient of a?" is sometimes found thus : 

First prove as in Art. 44 or 45 that if n be a positive 
integer, the differential coefficient of a?" is «aj*~\ 

If then n be fractional and positive, suppose it = - where 
p and q are positive integers. 

Let y = /p* r= a;«^ 

therefore y* = oj'. 

Hence taking the differential coefficients of both sides 



therefore 



di/ _ px^^ _p ocT^ 

•2/ 

The rule is thus established so long as n is positive. 
If n be negative suppose it = — m, so that m is positive. 
Let y = a;"**, therefore 

-- = a?~ 

therefore 1 = ycc"*. 

Differentiate both sides, and we have 

=a?^^+y7»ar"', Arts. 29 and 33, 

therefore ^^ =-^ = -.ma,-- 

dx X 

= nx*'\ 
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Hence the rule for differentiating a;* is universally esta- 
blished. 

75. We shall now give some examples of the preceding 
rules for finding differential coefficients. 

(1) Let y = sin ax. 

Put oa? = « ; therefore y = sin Zy 

and -r = :r^ -u^* •^^- 63. 

ax dz ax 

But -jX =cosj5, Art. 51, 

az 

dz 
and "T- = ct, Art. 33, 

c?v 
therefore -f- = a cos 2 = a cos ax. 

ax 

(2) Let y = sin (logo:). 

By log x without any base specified, we mean log^o?. 



Put 


log x = z, 


therefore 


y = sin z, 


and 


ax dz dx 


But 


-^ = CDSZ, Art. 51, 
dz 




f = \ Art. 50, 
dx X 


therefore 


dy cos z cos (log x) 
dx X X 



(3) y = log(sinx). 
Put smx = z, 

therefore y = log ^, 

.r.A ^^ - "^-^ ^^ Art 63 

^^^ d^^d^di'-'^^' 



1 cos a? . 

= - cos X = -: = cot X, 

z %\\xx 
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a^Dx 

therefore ^ « M^:iM±AMl5^ Art 31 
mereiore ^ - ^^ _ ^^^^ , Art. 3 J , 

2ah 



{a-bxy 

therefore -r-^-i r-xi-i — lo. 

flw? a (a — te) or — oar 

This example may also be solved by putting 

y = log (a + hx) - log (a-hx), 

therefore -f- = — 7-7— + ir="-"3 — irr 

dx a + bx a — ox dr^ba? 

(5) y = cos"^— ^^. 

4— 3a^ 
Put = — =ir, 

therefore y = cos** z^ 

J rfy dy dz 

and j^ = -5^ -7- . 

1 -a? 



/(^ /4-3^ ^ -/(a!*- 9«* + 24a?- 16) ' 
^^ ^r^ ^, Art. 31. 
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therefore ^^ - ?J^li) 

tuereiore ^^ ^^^, _^^^ ^^^^ __ ^^.^ . ^ ^, 

-3(a:'-4) 3 



4 — 3a^ 
In diflferentiating — -^ — we made use of the rule for 

finding the differential coefficient of a fraction. By putting 
the expression in the form 

£_3 
of x' 

that is, 4a?"* — 3a;"*, 

we obtain for the differential coefficient 

- 12a;"^ + 3aj"", Art. 47, 

3 (a? ~ 4) 
or — ^^ — 4 — - , as above. 

It may be observed that cases of this kind frequently occur 
in which we may adopt more than one method. The student 
will find it very useful in rendering him familiar with the 
rules, to obtain his results, if possible, by different methoda^ 

. ra\ ., \/{aa;(a?-3a)} 
^^) y= V(a:-4a) • 

It is often convenient to take the logarithms of both sides of 
an equation before differentiating. Thus, from the above, 
we have 

logy = i^[loga + logx + log(x--3a)'-log{x-Aa)]. 

Take the differential coefficient of each member of the equa- 
tion, therefore 



1^=M1+_J LA 

y dx 2 (a? a? — 3a a?--4a| 

""^ 2a? (a? - 3a) (a?- 4a) ' 
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therefore ^= Va • (x'-8a»+12a-) 

«» 2 {» (x - 3a)}* (« - 4a)* 

(7) y-taa-^. 

Put - = «, therefore y = taii-*a?, 



therefore 



dy 1 ci« 
1 1 



^ + a» 

r 

, dy dy dz ^ 1 dz 

dx dz dx"^ l+s^dx* 

Nnw <?g_ 3(a'-ir')(a'-3a!') + to(3«a'-a^ 

^^'^ tic a {a' -So*)* • ^^ ^*' 

3(o* + 2aV+<»^) 
o(o*-3a')» • 

And by reduction we find that 

Therefore < f=^,. 

In fact we have from Trigonometry 

■ 

tan — r-a — — 5r-=3tan'-, 

and therefore the value of -^ ought to be , . -• 

dx ° a +ar 
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It is obvious that other self-verifying examples may be 
constructed on the model of this example. 



//x\ X -1/ ^cosa? \ 



e*cosa? 



Put 


1 + e* sin a? ' 


thus 


y = tan"^j?. 


therefore 


dy 1 dz 
dx 1+z* dx* 



^ dz __ (e'^cosay—e^sina?) (l-fg^sina?)— g*cosa? (e'^cosay+e^sin x) 
dx" (l + e*sina?)* 

^ e* (cos a? — sin a; — e*) ^ 
"" (1 + e* sin a?)« . ' 

and 1 ^ (l+^sina;)> . 

l+«^ .l+2e*sina? + e^' 

^, ^ ^V c* (cos a? — sin re — e*) 
therefore -f- = —7 — r-r-^ r— s- • 

(10) y =» sin x tan"* a: a* log x. 

dy X -1 «i . sina:a*loga? 

^ = cosa;taii-^^a log.a?+ ^^^° 

X -1 «i 1 . sin a; tan*^ aj a* ._,. «^ 

+ sma?tan "aja*logaloga;H . Art. 30. 

a? 

76. The diflferential coefficients of the simple functions are 
herp collected for the sake of reference. 



V 
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. X dv 1 X 

y = sin-. -^=B-co8-, 

a ax a a 

X dy 1 . x 

a dx a a 

.a? dy 1 ^x 

y = tan-. ^--sec*-. 

a dx a a 

.X dy 1 ^x 

y = cot-A -^ss — cosec -. 

a €Cx a a 



y = 8ec-- 



. X 

J , sin - 
X dy 1 a 



Oi dx a mX 

cos'- 



X 

y = cosec - 
^ a 



• 



• .1 X 

v = sin * - * 
^ a 



* X 

y = cos"*- 



^ a 



y = cot ~ . 



-1 X 

« = sec -. 



V= cosec *- . 



a 



dy _ 


X 

, cos- 
1 a 


dx 


a . ^x 

sin'- 
a 


dy _ 
dx 


1 


^^ 


1 


dx 


V(a'-x') 


dy _ 


a 


dx 


a' + a?' 


dy _ 


a 


dx 


a' + af' 


dy_ 


a 


dx 


x^{x'^a')' 


dy _ 


a 


dx 


x*^(a?^a^ 


dy _ 


1 



y = vers^-. . — -^. ., . 

o dx isj{2ax-^a?) 

T. D. C, B 



L j^ctjx. 



EXAMFLESL 

dy _ e 



^ X ' dx a?' 

of dy 3a;' 

9. y«(aj-3)^ + 4a;e^ + a? + 3. 
10. y«(2aj-6)e"» + 4(aj + l)e?*+l. 






1+log- . 
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14. y-log(e-+0. 1=7^- 

15. y=»'(a+ar)'(5-a!)^ 

^ = {2ai - (6o - 55) a: - 9a:»} « (a + a)* (J - «)». 

16. y = (a + a?)'"(J + a?)". 

^:^ (a +a?)"^' (J + »)•"' {m (J + a?) + n (a + a?)}. 

l'7 _ 1 1 (?y_ w (6+a?)+n(a + a?) 

^* 2^"(a + a;)*^JT^"* ^~ (a + a?)'^H6 + a?)**^ * 

-o tan'o: . . <iy x 4 

18. v=a — r tand? + a:* -j- = tan at 

IQ 1 dy g-V(l-^ 

^* ^~aj + V(l-«0* db ~ V(l - aOU + 2a; V(l -»')}' 

20. 2^ = (o'+ai^tan-'-. ^ = 2a;tan-'- + o. 

91 — Z/' J.*J.£^ ^y - 1 has + 10 

22. y = log{log(a+i^}. i= (,^i^.)iog(a.^6x") - 

23. y = 



24. .y = 



25. y = 

26. y = 



iug«un^-t-y. 


dx coax* 


«"*'*' sin ar. 


^=se<***»*{2 (a+a?) siaoj + cosi 


V(o + «) 


dy Vet (V^ — Vet) 

e?a; "" 2 Va? V(» + ^) (V« + Va?)"* * 


jm- 


dy 1 

£2 



/ 
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^~V |(l+ai')'j' S~(l-a:')4(l + aO»' 
oe „ E_ (?y yq-a;)-! 

^y. y-e (e«_i)» 



(«--!)« • 



dy_ ^ 



30 v-w V(i+'")+v(i-^) ^y=__J__ 

31. y={a>uii-^r. i^n[x+^ii-a?)r "^f/ At 



dic-"i"'^^^' -,;, Va-se') 



^2 «=/__^__r % _ wy 

1 

OK . I rfy sec' a*, \ 

36. y = log{V(l+x')+V(l-aO}. | = ^{l-;^}. 



88. y=a; + logcosfj — aj. 



dy_ 2 



dm l + tana;' 
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39. y = 



_^{l+a^ + J(l-a!^ 



7(1 + ^ -V(l-^')' 






40. y = a? sm"*ir. 



41. y = tan x tsm'^x. 



42. y = sin no? (sin x)*. 






43. .y = 



(sin nx)* 
(cos 7?W?)* * 



44. y = er«*** cos rx. 



dy 
dx 

djj 
dx 



dy 1 X -1 tana; 

-f- = sec a? tan ^x + , . ^ , 
dx \+oi? 

T? = n (sin a?)*~*8in (m+ 1 ) a;. 

mn (sin wa?)*""* cos (maj — nx) 
(cos maj)*** 

=— 6"****(2a' a? cos ra? + r sinra?). 



45. y = 



a; — sin'^aj 



dy 
dx 



46. y = log 



(sin a;)' 
sin a; J I 



V(i- 



-jrl- — 3 (a? — sin"* a:) cos x 



& + 5 tan - 

« a? 
a — 6 tan - 

2J 



(sin a?)* 
cia; 



ab 



9 a a; T fl • • a? 
a cos - — 6 sin - 



47. y^af. 



dy 
dx 



£^af{l + logx). 



48. y = 



a;'. 



49. y = a?^"^. 

50. y=^. 

51. y = e^. 



da; 

dy 
dx 



x' (1 — log x) 



,^-1, (Sin"* a? 
ar^ 



i» 



, logg 



g£_l 



dy 
dx 



^=^e-. 



dy 
do; 



l-<S-V(l + logx). 
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^^ , ^x + 1 dn 1 

^ tJ2 dx V(l — 2x — ar) 

ri» X //^ \ dy — {sec V(l - a?)}' 

68, yastan'^fntana?). ^= — = — : — , ■ < . 
^ ^ ' dx cos aj + n sin a? 

- a rf^ 1 

60. y«(a: + a)tan-*y/|-VM. g = tan-*y^. 

61. y = tan^- + loff 1. J = -1 4« 

62. y = sin-V(8ma?). ^ = i7(l + coseca?). 
/io X -1 2a; dv 2 

(14 tf-nin-* '^ dy o(6-ca!') 1_ 

04. y-sin ^^^. ^ - ^{j«+(26c-a')a!'+<;"a;*} * J+ca:* 

/>> //, R • -« dy a sin"' a; 

«A (Bsin'^aj , , ,/, _j\ <?w sin"* a? 
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67. y^ta.-I.-HVd-oi')}. g = 2V(l4uW(W)r 
„g _ ..^ <ctang <?y_ a*tang 1 , 

fi9 «-8iii-» A^-n^' <?y_ «>V(S'-o') 

71 ,r • l i^ + ocosa? dy_ - V(g' - &') 

^ a + ocoso? oa? a + 6cofia? 

-6«) 



* " I i + a cos » J * di a + b 

73. y=cos ^iTj-j. ^=-5=qrT- 

_ _, 1 ^_ 2 

75. y = ^^-^^m±ft±, f^ 



X ' dm 2(l+a;*)* 

^ a? 

shew tliat 



dx fl?y (1 + a?) * 



56 EXAMPLES OF DIFF£BENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

. « + 1 . nx 
sin — - — a?sm-r- 

78. Given sina?-h8in2a?-h».-l-sinnx= , 

. a; 

sin — 

2 

deduce, by taking the differential coefficients of both sides, 

the sum of 

coBa; + 2 cos2a;+ ... +n coswa. 

n + X.aJ.2n + l l/.n-fl 



Result — — 



.a;.2n + l l/.n-fl \' 

sin - sin X — I sin x 1 

2 2 2 V 2 / 



. ^x 

sin -^ 

2 



79. Having given (see Plane Trigonometry, Chap, xxui.) 

(TT . \ . /27r . \ . /m — 1 . \ sin mo; 

where m is a positive integer, shew that 

cot a? + cot I — l-a?i+ ... + cot( ir + a?) =m cotwia?. 

\m J \ m J 

80. From the preceding result deduce that 
cosec'a? + cosec* ( — !-«) + ... + cosec* { tt + a: ) 






m' cosec* mx. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SUCGESSIVE DIFFKBENTIATIOIf. 

77- In the preceding Chapters we have shewn how from 
any given function of a variable another function may be 
deduced, called the differential coefficient of the first. This 
second function, by the same rules, has its differential co- 
efficient, which is called the second differential coefficient of the 
original function. 

Thus, if y = aj* we have -^ = nx'^\ The differential co- 
efficient of Tiaj*"^ with respect to a? is n (n — 1) a?*^, which is 
therefore the second differential coefficient of y or a?* with 
respect to x. The second differential coefficient of y with 

respect to a? is denoted by -vj,* which is to be considered as 

dos 

an abbreviation for —3 — • 

ax 

What we said of ~ in Art 26, we now say of -tt^, 

that it is to be looked upon as a whole symbol, not admitting 
of decomposition into a numerator d^y and a denominator da?. 

d^v • 

As -t4 will be generally a function of x it will have its 

differential coefficient with respect to x. This is called the 
third differential coefficient of y with respect to x, and is 

d^ 

d^V . . da? 

denoted by -t4 , as an abbreviation for ^ . 

This process and notation may be carried on to any extent. 
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The saooessiye differential ooeffici^its of a fbnction are 
often conYenientlj denoted by accents on the fdnction* 
Thus, if il>(x) be any fanction of «, then if/ (a?), ^"(a?), i>"{x)j 

il>^(x), denote the first, second, third, fourth, 

differential coefficients of if>{x) with respect to x, 

78. In some cases the v^ diffetential coefficient of a 
fdnction admits of a sunple algebrsucal expression. For 
example, sappose 

y = sina:; 
therefore -J^=:cosd? = sm[a:+^). 



^sin 



in(x + f) 






80 T-^ = sin 



• / 2w\ 



and generally -^ = sin h 



^-^^r^+'^y 



So also, if y = sin dx, 

, . / n7r\ 
= a smloa? +-7r 1 • 

In like maimer, if 



die* 



if = coaXi 



and if y = cos aa;, -^ = a* cos (oa? +-^) . 
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79. Suppose 


y^o"; 


therefore 


^-o-loga, 




^=a-aogar, 


and 


g = a"Goga)- 


Similarly, if 


y-^' 1J^ = «"^- 


If 


y = log<r, 




dx X ' 








S = -^' . 


Qnri 


d^y «_l(-l)-> 


dllU 


da;*~ as" 


where » — l stands for 1.2.3 ... (n — l' 



80. DifferentiaL coefficient of the product of two fimctioTia. 

Suppose u = ye, 

where y and z ate functious of a; ; we have 

du^ dz ^ 
dx ^ dx dx ' 

Differentiating both sides of the equation with respect to 
X, we have 

d^u _ d^z t^dzdydz d^ 

da^"^ dof dxdx dxdx da? 

_ rf*« ^dy dz^ d^ 
" ^ da? dx dx da? 
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Similarly 

d^u_ d^ dy^ dyd^ ^d^ydz d^y dz dfy 
d^^'^da^'^dxlM'^ didx^'^ d^dx'^d^^^ 

^yda?^^did3(?^^d^di'^l^^' 

So far, then, as we have proceeded, the numerical coeffi- 
cients follow the same law as those of the Binomial Theorem. 
We may prove by the method of Induction that such will 
always be the case. For assume 

^_ ^ dy dP^z n(n~l) d'^y dT^z 
dix^^y dcf^'^dxd^^^ 1.2 dS^d^"*"'" 

a[n-])...{n--r'\-l) dryd'^z 
n{n^l)...{n-'r) dr'ydr^'z d'^y .. 



Differentiate both sides with respect to x : then 

dr^u _ dr^z dydTz dy ^ d?y ^2^ 
dx''^'''^ dx^'^^'^dxld^'^'^d^dx^^^d^dx^-'''^''' 

n(n-l)... (n-r + 1) ( dTy dT'^^z dT^y dT^) 
■*■ "T7 \ \dx' dx'"^^'^ doT' daT") 

n(n-l) ... jn-r) ( d^^y dT'z d^y d^^) 



dydz dT'y .. 



BearraQging the terms, we hare 

dx^^ ~ ^ da;^' '•■ ^" ■•" ^^ ^ ^ "^ • • • 



(n + l)n... (n + l-r)cr^y (f"g 
■•" k+1 (ZaT' da!-' 



+ +d^'^ (^^- 
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Now the series (3) follows the same law as (1). Hence 
if for any value of n the formula in (1) is true, it is true 
also for the next greater value of n. But we have proved 
that it holds when n=s3; therefore it holds when n==4, 
therefore when n=5, and so on ; that is, it is universally true. 

This theorem is called after the name of its discoverer, 
Leibnitz. 

81. If tt = e^ cos Ja? ; we have by Arts. 78 and 80, 
g=e-|a-cos&c-Hiia-'co8(j«+j)+^^)a-J«co8(6a.+^) 

+ + b' COB (bx+^y^. 

We may also find another form for this n"* difierential 
coefficient as follows: 

- - =» e" (a COS ioj — J sin bx) ; 

assume a^r cos <f>, 

J = r sin <^, 

so that r==(a" + y)*, 

thus -r- = re"* cos {bx + ^}, 

where r and ^ are constant quantities. 

Similarly ^ = re** {a cos ( J:» + ^) - J sin (6a? + ^) } 

= r^e^ cos {bx + 2<f>), 
and generally 

d^e^cosJoj M^^ ,, 

— =z r*e^ cos {ox + ruf)) . 

82. The following is an important example of Art. 80. 

Let u = e^y ; 

(fe** 
then, remembering that --Tpr = ^"«**> we have 

ay + Tki ^+ 12^ a — + ... +^„|....(1). 



^.r' 



= e^ 



62 SUCCESSIVE DIFFERENTIATION. 

If now tlie expression 

n 

y 



hi) 



be expanded by the Binon^ial Theoreni, and the symbols 

replaced by 

1' S- 0. -respectively, 

the result will be the same as the series in parentheses in (1). 
Hence, we may write 

-h^-' {^+^)y - • (')' 

as a convenient abbreviated metJiod of stating the equation (1). 

83. The following theorem is sometimes of use in the 
higher branches of mathematics. 

If n be any positive integer 
dTu _druv <?•"* / dv\ . w(n-l) (f*-^ f d?v \ 

- +(-ir^S a)- 



dx' 



This theorem may be readily established by Induction. 
For it is obviously true when w = 1, and if we assume it to 
be true for a specific value of n we can shew that it will be 
true when n is changed into n-\- 1. Assume that (1) is true 
and differentiate both sides ; thus 



(f ''V dv dJ'u 
'^ dx""^^^ dx doT 



_ ^*\v d" / dv\ . n(n-l) cT'^ / (Pv\ 
'"d^'^^'^d^Vdx)'^ 1.2 dx'-'Vdx') 

- ^(-^K-S) «• 
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Also since the theorem is supposed to hold for the value n 
we have from (1), by changing v into -^, 

dv ^u ^ / ^ V J^ / 3fv\ n(n-l) dT^ f cPv\ 
dxdaf"da^\^dx) ^doT^Vd^)'^ 1.2 doT^V da^J 

- +(-i)"«y (3). 

Now suppose the right-hand members of (2) and (3) written 
80 that the first term of (3) is immediately under the second 
term of (2), the second term of (3) under the third term of (2), 
and so on. Th^n by subtracting we have 



Ml 



cP*"m» , , ,s t^ f dv\ , (n+l)n <f^* / cPv\ 






This shews that if the t}ieorem is true for a specific value 
of n it is also true when n is changed into n+h Therefore 
since it is true when n» 1 it is universally true. 



EXAMPLES. 



Cull cos OS 

1. Ify = tan«+sec«. ^ = ^j_^-^. 

^ ^ . , 3 sin a; r- sin 3a? 

2. Let y = sm'a? = ^ 7 , 



(Tv 3 . / n7r\ 3* . /« . nir 



"'^). 






3. Iiif^a?logx, ^ = - 

4 Ky=«'loga>, £ = ^. 



6. Ify=(ai' + a»)tan^-. ^-^^q:^- 
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6. If y = c"*cosaj, ;T^ + 4y = 0. 

8. Ify={<r + V(«'-l)r, (a^-l)g + xg-»V=0. 

9. Ify=:arMog., 0=^- 
10 Tf«-^-* rf'y 2 (- l)-|n 

11. K«, = (e'+0*. S = «*«.-4«(«-l)M.Mi. 

1... if,..v., 3-?^^-. 

13. Ify=-; , -T-A=-7 r«. 

14. Ify" = sec2a?> y+j:5 = ^/* 

15. Ify«(l+^=(l-.-t^«, S=^^^. 

ifi Tf _55^±i rf>_ (-l)*l^ f 64-ac &~ac ) 

17. If y = a?" sin a?, 



d"y , f. n . / . 7r\ w(n-l) , . / . 



27r\ 
2/ 



^ n(n ^Kn 2) ^,^^^^_^^^^ |^ 



18. If^ = tan-^?, 
a a 

then -=^ = -^ ^. = fir>s' ^ 



da? cf'\-x* a* 
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1 ^ V 2 y , y dy 

hence -r4 = — cos - sin - j^ 

oar a a a ax 

1 . 2ydy 

= — sin~2 -f- 

a a ax 

1 /2v 7r\ . y 
= - COS -^+ - cos' ^ . 
a \a 2/ a 

Shew that g=2 /3y ^^\ .y 

and generally that ^ = !=^= cos |^ + (» - 1) f | cos" | . 

Now tan-? = J-tan-| = |-^ suppose; 

thus cos |— + (?i — 1) ^l = sin (— + — j = sin (wtt — nff) 
= (— l)""^sinn^; and cos* -=- ;j-; 

therefore j-^ = a (- 1)"""^ ' ^ sin w^. 

19. Since 

a _ a g" / 1 A 1 Va . 

da? "?+^' d^ \cFT^V "a da;"^^ 



Hence, shew that 

d* / 1 \ (-l)"[nsin(n + l)^ 



(a' + J" 



ax \a T •*/ / * A on"^* 

a (a" + a:*) " 

where tan (? = - . 

X 

T. D. C. 
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The w*^ diflferential coefficient of -» 5 

a* + a? 

is sometimes obtained thus : 
1 



with respect to x 



a' + o* 2a V( 
therefore 

iL(^J—\^ (-l)*l!?L 



1 f 1 1 1 ^ 

(-1) ta?-aV(-l) aJ + aV(-l)r 



/ 1 \ (-iri!L r 1 1 1 

U* + a;V 2aV(-l) L{a?-aV(-l)r' {^+aV(-l)r'J' 
Now assume a? = r cos ^, a = rsin^, so that 



r^^c?-\-a? and tan^ = -. 

X 



i»+i 



Then {^ + a V(- 1)}"*' = ^*^' {cos + V(- 1) sin e\ 
= r"^' {cos (» + 1) ^ + V(- 1) sin (n+ 1) ^| 
by De Moivre's Theorem. 

Hence 

1 1 ^ 2 V(- 1) sin (n + 1) g 

{x-aV(-l)P {a? + aV(-l)r'"~ r»*' ' 

and we. obtain the same result as before for the proposed n^ 
diflfereptial coefficient 






Art. 80. 



Hence, by means of the preceding Example, shew that 

(- 1)" L» cos (n + 1) ^ 
dx' ' 






n+l 



(a'+aO* 



We may also proceed in the second manner indicated for 
the preceding Example, starting with 

_^_=M 1 + I ^l 

a* + a? 2(aj + oV(-l) a5-aV(-l)j 
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1 1 

21. Find the 4*** dififerential coefficient of -= — r and of e"i?. 

e^— 1 

Results 

22. ^^) = {^c«+2na:c"-* + n(7i-l)c*-«}a', 

where' c = log a. Art 80. 

23. If y = sin (m sin"* a?), shew that 
Apply Leibnitz's theorem, Art. 80, and deduce 

24. If y = o cos (log a;) + h sin (log a;), shew that 



•'S+«S+y = o. 



dx^ ' ""cte 



and that a?^.f(2n+l)a;g^+(n«+l)g = 0. 



Ti 
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CHAPTER VL 



EXPANSION OP FITNCTIONS IN SERIES. 

84. In the Binomial. Theorem, we are furnished with a 
series proceeding according to powers of A, which is equi- 
valent to the expression {x + h)\ Other series have also 
presented themselves in Algebra and Trigonometry, such as 
the expansion of e* in powers of x and of log (1+ a?) in powers 
of X. In the previous Articles of this book, we have, however, 
not assumed the knowledge of any expansions, except tfie Bi- 
nomial Theorem in the cctse of a positive integral exponent; but 
we are now about to investigate the expansion of/(aj+A) 
in powers of A, where /(ic) denotes any function of a;, and it 
will appear that all the isolated examples which the student 
may have seen hitherto, are but cases of this general theorem. 

So» Before we offer a strict demonstration of the theorem 
in question, we shall notice the method which it was usual to 
adopt in treatises on the Differential Calculus not based on 
the doctrine of limits. Such treatises commenced with an 
unsatisfactory demonstration of the proposition that /(a; + h) 
could generally be expanded in a series proceeding according 
to ascending integral positive powers of A ; it remained then 
to determine the coefficients of the different powers of h, and 
that was accomplished in the manner given in the next two 
Articles, 

86. We have first to establish the following theorem, 
If/(a? + A) be any function of a? + A, we obtain the same 
result whether we differentiate it with respect to x, consider- 
ing h constant, or differentiate it with respect to A, consider- 
ing X constant. 



EXPANSION OF FUNCTIONS I^ SERIES. G9 

For put x-\-h^z. 

In the first case 

dfjic + h) ^ dfjz) dz 
dx dz ' dx 

(«), since ^==1. 

I 

In the second case, 

d fix^-h) _ df{z) dz^ 
dh dz * dh 

dz 

=/ («), since ^ = 1. 

87. To expand f(x + h) in a series of qscending powers 
of h. 

Assume (Art. 85) that 

f{x + h)^A,-\-AJi + AJi'+AJi'-^ (1). 

where A^, A^, A^, ..., do not contain A, 

Then 

-^^^^ = ^0 + ^^ 

ax dx dx dx ax 

and ^^^^^^ ^A, + 2^^ + 3^^'+ (3). 

By Art. 86, the series (2) and (3) must be equal. Hence, 
equating the coefficients of like powers of A, we have 

^^"^ dx ' 

A _I^A_ ^ ^A 
A''2'dx "1.2 dx" ' 

,_ldA, 1 d^A, 
« 3 dx 1.2.3 da^ ' 

And by putting A = in (1), we find 
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Hence, substituting tlie values of -4^, A^,,.. in (1), we have 

the general term being 

h' drfjx) 
[n da* ' 

This result is called Taylor's Theorem. 

88. There are numerous objections to the method of the 
preceding Articles, and especially the use of an infinite series, 
without ascertaining that it is convergent, is inadmissible; we 
proceed then to a rigorous investigation. 

89. Let y = F{x), and suppose Ax and Ay to represent 
the simultaneous increments of x and y; then the fraction 

j~ , since it has for its limit the differential coefficient F' {x), 

will ultimately when Ax is taken small enough have the sam^ 
sign as this limit, and therefore will be positive if the dif- 
ferential coeflScient be positive, and negative if the diflferential 
coefficient be negative. In the former case, the quantities 
Ay and Ax being of the same sign, the function y will increase 
or diminish according as x increases or diminishes. In the 
latter case, Ay and Ax being of contrary sigus, y will increase 
if X diminishes and will diminish if x increases. 

The above supposes that there really is a finite limit to 

which -T-^ tends ; in other words we assume that F' (x) is not 
Ax ' ^ ^ 

infinite. The limitation that the functions with which we are 

concerned are not to become infinite is one which ought to be 

understood in most theorems in mathematics, even if it is not 

formally enunciated. ^ In the present subject however it is 

usual to state this limitation expressly at the more important 

stages of the investigations. 

It may be observed that we may sometimes obtain useful 

information respecting the sign of a function by examining 

the diflferential coefficient of the function. For example, 

suppose y = (x — 1) e" + 1, then -^ = a»* ; as -J^ is positive 
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for all positive values of a?, it follows by the present Article 
that y is always increasing so long as a; is positive; but 
y = when a; = ; therefore y is positive for all positive values 

of X. 

Similarly we can shew that x — log (1 + a?) is positive for 
all positive values of x. 

90. A function of a variable is said to be contimwus be- 
tween certain values of the variable when it fulfils the follow- 
ing conditions : the function must have a single finite value 
for every value of the variable, and the function must change 
gradually as the variable passes from one value to the other, 
so that corresponding to an indefinitely small change in the 
variable there must be an indefinitely small change in the 
function. 

91. Suppose ^ {x) a function which vanishes when x = a 
and when a; = 6, and is continuous between those values. 
Suppose also that if> (x) is continuous between those values. 
Then ^' {x) will vanish for some value of x between a and b. 

For <}) (x) cannot be always positive between those values, 
for then ^ (a?) would be constantly increasing as the variable 
increased from the lower value to the higher (Art. 89), which 
is inconsistent with the supposition that <f> {x) vanishes at the 
two specified values. Similarly ^' (x) cannot be always nega- 
tive. Hence ^' (a?) must change from positive to negative or 
from negative to positive between the assigned values ; and 
since it is continuous it cannot become infinite and must 
therefore pass through the value zero. 

If a denote some constant quantity, such expressions as 

/' ip)*/' (^)> ••• ^*y occult ^ o^r investigations, the meaning 
to be attached to them being that /(a;) is to be differentiated 
once, twice, ... with respect to x, and in the result x changed 
into a. 

We can now demonstrate Taylor's Theorem. The proof 
which we give in the next Article is due to Mr Homersham 
Cox; it was published by him in the 6th volumo of the 
Cambridge arid Dublin Mathematical Journal, and subse- 
quently in his Manual of the Differential Calculus, 
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Taylor's theorem. 



92. Suppose / (a + a?) and its diflferential coefficients up to 
the {n + 1)^ to be continuous between the values and A of 
the variable x. The expression 

f{a + x)-f{a)-xf{a)-^f"ia) ...-|^/-(a)-g...(l). • 

vanishes when a? = A if JB = 

i={/(«+A)-/(«)-¥'(«)-^/"(«)--[|/"(«)}.-(2)- 

Suppose R to have this value which we observe is inde- 
pendent of X, 

The expression (1) also vanishes when x=0. 

Hence, by Art. 91 the diflferential coefficient of (1) with 
respect to x must vanish for some value of x between and h ; 
suppose, a?, that value, then 



or 



i-i 



x^ 



R 



(3), 



/'(a + /.)~/'(a)-^/'(a)-...- — /"(a)-^ 

vanishes when x = x^. But (3) also vanishes when x^O; 
hence there is some value of x between and x^ for which 
the differential coefficient of (3) vanishes. 

Continuing this process to n + 1 differentiations of (1) we 
find that f^^ (a + a?) — jB is zero for some value of x between 
and h ; let this value of x be 0h, where is some proper 
fraction, therefore 

Substitute this value of R in (2) and we have 
/(a + A)=/(o) + ^/(a) + |/"(a) + ••.+ |V"(a) 



We may now put x for a in this equation, since there has \ 
been no restriction in the value of a, except that all the quan- 
tities are to he finite, thus we obtain 
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f{x + h) =/(x) + hf {x) + 1/" («) + ... + 1^/-(«) 

Tirt-l 



If the function/*" (a? +5A) be such that by making n suffi- 
ciently great the term /*^* (« + ^A) can be made as small 

as we please, then by carrying on the series 

/(x) + A/(«)+|/"(x) + |/"'(a;) + ..., 

to as many terms as we please, we obtain a result differing as 
little as we please from /(a? + h) . Under these circumstances 
then we may assert the truth of Taylor's Theorem. 

93. Taylor^s Theorem is so called from its discoverer 
Dr Brook Taylor; it was first published in 1715. The 
theorem contained in equation (4) of Art. 92 is called 
Lagrange's Theorem on the limits of Taylor's Theorem, It 
gives us an expression for the difference between /(a? + A) 
and the first n+1 terms of its expansion by Taylor's Theorem, 
or as it is called " the remainder after n+1 terms." 

94. To the expression /"** {x + dh) which occurs in Art. 92, 
we must assign the following meaning. "Let /(a?) be dif- 
ferentiated n + 1 times with respect to x, ana in the final 
result change x into x + 0h.*' We do not know anything* of 
0, except that it lies between and 1 ; it will generally be 
a function of x and h, and hence, to differentiate f{x + 0h) 
with respect to x, is not the same thing as to differentiate 
f{x) with respect to x and then to change x into x + 6h. 

95. Maclawrin's Theorem. 
In the equation 

f(a: + h)=f{a>) + hf{x) + ^r{x) + ... + ^^^ 
put a? = 0, we have then 

Ah) =/(P)+ A/'(o)+ ... +^^+^f'*'m- 
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We may, if we please, change h into a?, and since the 

quantities /(O), /' (0), /*(0), do not contains? or i, no 

change is made in any of them : hence 

f{x) =f{0)+xf{0) + ... + <M-+^/'«(^;c). 

When the last term, by taking n large enough, can be 
made as small as we please, we have for /(a?) an infinite series 
proceeding according to powers of x. This series is usually 
called Maclaurin's, having been published by him in 1742; 
though, as it had been given a few years previously by Stir- 
linsr, it sometimes bears the name of the latter. 



"G> 



96. Assuming that any function of x can be expanded in 
a series of positive integral powers of x, the following method 
has been given for proving Maclaurin's Theorem. 

Let /(a?)=J, + ^ia? + ^a«'+ +A^x*'+ 

where A^, A^, A^...do not contain x. 

Differentiate successively, then 

f{x) = -4^ + 2A^x+.... + Ti^^a;""' + 

/"(a;) = 2u4, + 2.3^8^+....4-n(n-l)J„aj"-'+ 

f''(x) = 2.3^3+ .... + w (/i- 1) (w - 2) A„ar^+ 



Now suppose a?=0 in each of these equations, we have 

A =/(o). 



A=' 



r-2/"(o). 



^«=i4i/'"(«)' 



Substitute the values of A^, -4^,.., and we obtain 

/(*)=/(o) + «/'(o)+^/"(o) + ....+|/-(o) + .. 
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97. The demonstration given of equation (4) in Art. 92, 
which equation involves Taylor's Theorem, and may even 
speaking loosely be called Taylor's Theorem, will probably 
disappoint the reader. Though he may be unable to discover 
any flaw in the reasoning, he will complain of the artificial 
and tentative character of the whole, and he will urge the 
same objection with respect to Cauchy's method of proof 
which we shall presently give. Without denying the justice 
of these objections, we may reply that the highly general 
character of the theorem may be some excuse for the com- 
plexity and indirect nature of the investigation. Birt with 
respect particularly to the dissatisfaction &lt in being com- 
pelled to assent to a number of propositions without knowing 
beforehand the general course which the demonstration might 
be expected to take, we may remind the student that he must 
not while engaged in the elements of a subject expect to be 
able, as it were, to rediscover the theorems for himself. Instead 
of asking, "what suggested this or that step? he must 
frequently be contented with the simpler question, " is the 
reasoning correct ?" To this of course he has already, perhaps 
unconsciously, been accustomed; for example, if a complicated 
construction occurred in Euclid, he merely confined himself, at 
least for some time, to an examination of the consistency of 
the construction, and the truth of the deductions from it, 
without attempting to retrace the steps by which Euclid 
arrived at his construction. 

98. On account of the importance of Taylor's Theorem 
we shall add another demonstration ; this demonstration is 
due in substance to Cauchy. 

Let F{x) and f{x) be two functions of x which remain 
continuous, as also their differential coefficients, between the 
values a and a + A of the variable x. Suppose also that be- 
tween these same values the derived function/' (x) does not 

vanish. Then the fraction -J^ — ,[ .; ; shall be equal 

to the value of j.,) { , when in the latter x has some value 

included between the specified values ; that is, denoting 
some proper fraction, we shall have 
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F{a + h) - F{a) _ F' (a+ dh) 
f{a + h)-f{a) -f(a+eh)- 

Let ^__ Fia + h)-F{a) ^ 

^^ ^-/(a + A)-/(«) ' 

then since /'(a?) is continuous and does not vanish between 
the values a and a + A of a:, it retains the same sign ; and 
thus/ (a;) continually increases or continually decreases : see 
Art. 89. Hence /(a + h) —/(a) cannot be zero, and we may 
therefore multiply by it ; so that 

F{a + h)- F{a) - R {/(a + h) ^f{a)] = 0. 

Let ^ {x) denote the function 

F{a^h)^F{x)--R{f{a + h)-f{x)]: 

then <f> (a?) is continuous while x lies between a and a + A ; 
and so also is the differential coefficient <^'(^)» ^^^ ^ 
-'F'{x) + Rf'{x), Moreover <l>(x) vanishes, by hypothesis, 
when a; = a; and (j>(x) obviously vanishes when x=:a + h. 
Hence, by Art. 91, it follows that <f>' (x) must vanish for some 
value of x between a and a-^ h; this value may be denoted 
by a + 6h, where is some proper fraction. Thus 

and, by hypothesis, f {a + OK) is not zero, so that we may 
divide by it : therefore 

Thus the required result is obtained. 

99. The result of the preceding Article has been obtained 
on the assumption that the functions are continuous and that 
/' (x) does not vanish between the values a and a + A of the 
variable a?. The result however is true if the functions are 
continuous and either of the two F'{x) and f'{x) does not 
vanish. For if F' (a?) does not vanish we may prove as in 
the preceding Article that 

f(a + h)-f(a) f{a+eh) 
F{a + h)'-F{a)'' F'(a-\-eh)' 
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and from this it follows of course that 

F{a-\-h)--F{a) F'{a + h) 

The reader who wishes to see the application of this 
result to the establishment of Taylor's Theorem, may pass 
on to Art. 106 at once, and then return to the consideration 
of the omitted Articles, in which we shall give another proof 
of the result, and also some geometrical illustrations. 

100. The enunciation of Art 98 being supposed, we may 
arrange the proof thus : 

Divide h into a number of equal parts, and let a denote 
one of these parts. Consider the fractions 

Fja+aj-Fla) F{a + 2a)-'F{a'{-a) F {a+Sa)^F(a+2a) 

/(a+a)-/(a)' /(a+2a)-/(a+a)' /(a + 3a)-/(a+2a) ' 

F(a + h)-F(a + h^OL) 
'-' /{a + h^-fia + h-a) ^ ^* 

Foi^n a new fi-action by adding together all the nume- 
rators in (1) for a new numerator, and all the denominators 
in (1) for a new denominator. We thus obtain 

F( a^h)^F{a) 

f{a + h)^f{a) '^ ^'^' 

Since the denominators which occur in (1) have by hypo- 
thesis all the same sign, we know from algebra that the 
fraction (2) lies in value between the greatest and least of 
those in (1). Now' 

F(a + g) - F{a) 

F{a + g) - F{a) ^ a 

f(a + g) -/(a) f(a+d)^f(a) > 

a 

Fla) 
if then we put this fraction equal to j,,) ! +8, we know 

. . . . . f (P) 

that /8 diminishes without limit when g does so. 

Similarly, 

J^(a+2g)-i^(a + g) _ JF'(a + g ) 
/(a+2a)-/(a + a) /(a + g)"'^'^' 
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/(^a + 3a) -/{a + 2a) " /' (a + 2a) "^ ' 

jF(a + A)-^(a + ft-g) ^ ^''(a + Aj-_a) 
f{a + h)-f{a+h^a) /'(a + A-a) "^^^ 

where 7, S, ... /*, all diminish without limit when a does so. 

Since the fraction in (2) always lies between the greatest 
and least of the series 

F'{a) , ^ r{a + a) F'{a + 2x) 

/'(a)+^' /'(« + «) ^' /(a + 2a)+^' 

j?-(a+A-a) 



/'(a+A~a) 

it must lie between the greatest and least limits towards 

which these tend; that is, it must lie between the greatest and 

F'(x) 
least values which j,,) ! can assume between a and a + A. 

But as -FTT-T , ill passing from its greatest to its least value 
f (x) 

passes through all intermediate values, there must be some 

proper fraction 6, such that 

F{a + h) -Fja) ^ F'{a + 0h ) 
f{a + h)-f{a) f'{a + 0hy 

101. Suppose /(a) = a; — a ; therefore /' (a;) = 1. 

The conditions required to be satisfied by /(a?) in the 
enunciation of Art. 98 are satisfied. And as/(a + A)=A, 
and f(a) =0, 

we have F{a + A) - F{a) = JiF' {a + Oh). 

This simple case of Art. 98 might of course be proved in 
the same manner as the general proposition was established. 

102. The result of Art. 101 may be applied to shew 
that an expression independent of x is the only one of which 
the diflferential coeflScient with respect to x is always zero. 
For suppose F{x) a function, such that F' (x) is always zero ; 
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then, from the last equation in Art. 101 it follows, whatever 
be the value of a and a + A, that F{a + h)'- F{a) = 0, 



therefore 



^(a + A)=i^(a). 



Hence the function F{x) has always the same value whatever 
be the value of the variable ; that is, it is constant with 
respect to a;, or in other words does not depend on x. 

From this it follows, that two functions which have the 
same differential coefficient with respect to any variable can 
only differ by a constant. For the differential coefficient 
of the difference of these functions being always zero, it 
follows from what we have just proved that this difference 
is a constant. 

103. The result of Art 101 admits of the following simple 
geometrical verification. 

We have already shewn, Art. 43, that if u represent the 
area contained between the 
axes of X and y, the ordi- 
nate y, and any curve, then 

du 

Let u = F{x), and therefore 
y = F'{x) is the equation to the curve; let OM^a, MK^}i\ 
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then 



therefore 



area OAPM= F{a), 
area OAQN=- F{a + h), 
area PQNM^ F{a+h)'-F(a). 



Now it is obvious that a point B must exist between P and Q, 
such that, drawing the ordinate BL, 

the rectangle BL . MN=- the area PQNM, 
But BL = 1' (a + eh), 

where 6 is some proper fraction ; therefore 

TiF (o + ^A) = ^(a + h) -F{<i). 



so 



GEOMETEICAL ILLUSTEATIONS. 



101. The following is anotlier geometrical illustration of 
Art. 101. 

If y = F{3^ be the equation to a curve, then F" {a) is the 
trigonometrical tangent of the 
angle between the axis of x 
and the tangent to the curve 
at the point (ic, y). See Art. 38. 



Let 

then 



OM=a, MN=h, 

F{a + h)~Fia) 




is the tangent of the inclination of the chord PQ to the axis 
of tc. Hence Art. 101 amounts to asserting that at some 
point R betioeen P and Q the tangent BT to the cwrve is 
parallel to PQ. 

We call this an illustration. When, however, the student 
has sufficiently considered the nature of the tangent to a 
curve, it may amount to a proof of the proposition in 



I illustration of the general pro- 



105. The following is a 
position in Art. 9a. 

Let there be two curves APQ and apq. Let F{x) denote 
the area contained between 



the first curve, the axes of a 
and y, and an ordinate to 
the abscissa x; then y=F'{x} 
is the equation to this curve. 
Let f{x) denote a similar area 
with respect to the second 
curve ; then y =f {x) is the 
equation to this curve. 

Let OM=a, MN=h. 
Then F{a+h)-F{a)= area PMNQ, 

fia + h) -f{a) =BJ&B.pMNq. 
I the equation 

F{a+h)-F {a) _ F (a + 0h) 
/(a + A)-/(ar f(a + eh) 
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amounts to the assertion that there must exist some point £ 
between F and Q, such that 

area PJtflVJQ ^ J?Z 
BTeB,pMNq rL * 

106. Suppose now that F{x) and f{x) and all their dif- 
ferential coefficients up to the (n + 1)* inclusive, are con- 
tinuous between the values a and a + h of the variable x ; 
moreover suppose that one of the two ^{x) and f (x) does 
not vanish between the same values, also one of the two 
F" (x) and f (x), and so on up to F**' (x) and /**' (a?). 
Then, by Art. 99, 

F{a + h)^F{a) F' (a + Ji) 

F' (g -f e^) - F' (g) F'' (g + OJi) 

f{a + d,h)--f{a) ^fia + eji)' 
F" (g + g,t) --F" (g) _ F''' (g-f g^) 
/"(g+«>)-r{g) "" /" (a + (?,A) ' 



••< 



J" (a -f g,A) - J?^ (o) _ J"-^ (g 4- gA) 
/- (a + ^.A) -/• («) /-*' (a + OA) ' 
where Q^y g,, g„ g, are all proper fractions. 

Let us now suppose that F' {a^, F" (x), ... F"" {x), f (x), 
r Wj • • • /* (^) ^^ vanish when a? = g ; then from the above 
equations 

F{a^lC)-F{d) _ F^\{a^eK) 

107. If we take f{x) = (a? - g)"** we find that the requi- 
site conditions are all satisfied; that is, f{x) and its diffe- 
rential coefficients are continuous, and the differential coeffi- 
cients do not vanish between the values a and g + A of the 
variable; also all the differential coefficients up to the n^ 
inclusive vanish when x = a. And 



n-l-l 



/*«(^)=|n + i, /(g) =0, f{a + h)^K 

Suppose then that F{x) and all its differential coefficients 
are continuous between the values g and g + A of the varia- 

T.D.C. G 
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ble, and that all the dififerential coefiScients up to the n^ in- 
clusive vanish when x = a; we have by Art. 106, 

F{a + h)- F((z) =1^-^' (a + Oh). 
^Suppose a = and F(a)'=0, then 



108. Application to Taylor^s Theorem. 

Let ^{x-^K) be a function which is to be expanded in 
a series of ascending positive integral powers of h. Let 

^(<r+A)-.A(a?)-A^'(<r)-j|f'H-...-^V«{a:) = F(A). 

Then Fiji) and its differential coefficients with respect to h^ 
up to the vi^ inclusive, vanish when A = 0. Also 

F^' (A) = <^**^ {x + h). 
Hence, by the last equation of Art. 107, 

and therefore 



From this Taylor's Theorem follows whenever the fdno- 
tion is such that, by sufficiently increasing n, the term 

can be made as small as we please. 



( 
I 
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109. The following proof of Taylor^s Theorem deserves 
notice, as it depends only on the equation which is proved 
geometrically in Art. 103. Let 

^(z)-,f>{x)-{z-x)<f,'(x)-^^\"ix)-...-^^^<l,'(x) 

be caUed F{x), then F' {x) = - ^^^^ <l>'^\x). 

Now, by Art. 103, F{x) = if (^) + (a - «) F'{z + e(x- z)]. 
Also F(z) = 0, 

and F{z + 0(x-z)]^-^--^^f^iir'{z+0(x-e)}i 
therefore <t>(z)-^ (x) -{a-x) f {x) - ^IZ^ 0" (x) - 

--JV-^ w 



Put A for -? — a:, then 
^(a; + A) = <^(^) + A(/>'(x)+|f'(x) + + ^V"W 

110. The result of the preceding Article gives us an 
expression for the remainder after «+ 1 terms of the expansion 
of ^ (a; + A), difiFeriQg in form from that we found before. If 
we assume ^ = 1 — ^j, the remainder becomes 

111. In the proofs given of Taylor's Theorem, we have 
supposed all the functions that occur to be continuous. If 
the function we wish to expand, or any of its differential 
coeflScients up to the (n + 1)*** inclusive, be infinite for values 

G2 
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of the variable lying between certain values, the demonstration 

given of the theorem 

i« iii+i 

/(^+A)=/(x)+A/(a.) + +|/.(a,)+JL_/-i(a,+^j), 

is no longer valid. It is usual to speak of the cases where an 
infinite value enters as " instances of the failure of Taylor's 
Theorem." The phrase is connected with the imperfect mode 
of demonstration given in Arts. 86 and 87, in which it was 
not settled beforehand when the theorem supposed to be 
demonstrated was really true and when it was not. For ex- 
ample, suppose 

/(a;) = V(a?-a), 
so that f{x + A) = ^f(x - a + A). 

Then it would be said that /(a: + A) can always be expanded 
in a series of whole positive powers of A, except when x^a. 

When x=^a, f'{x), /"(ar), ... all become infinite, and 
f{x + h) becomes VA. 

112. It was usual in that system of treating the DiflFeren- 
tial Calculus referred to in Art 85, to express, or imply, 
two propositions with respect to the ''failure of Taylor's 
Theorem." 

(1) K the true expansion of /{a-k-h) in powers of A 
contain only integral positive powers of A, then none of the 
quantities /(a),/' (a), /"(a), ... can be infinite. 

(2) If the triLe expansion of /(a + h) in powers of A 
involve negative or fractional powers of A, then some one of 
the quantities f(a), f (a), /" (a), ... is infinite, as well a& 
all which succeed it. 

By the true expansion of /(a + A) is meant the expansion- 
obtained by some legitimate algebraical process, applicable to 
the example in question, as the Binomial Theorem for example. 
The proof of the above two propositions was given thus. 

Suppose f{a + h)='A^ + AJi'^ + AJifi + AJiy+...... 

to be. the true expansion, A^, ^„ ..., not containing A. Then 
to obtain /'(a), /"(a),... we may differentiate /(a + A)» 
successively with respect to A, and put A = in the result. 
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If then cc, A 7, be all positive integers, we shall never 

have negative powers of h introduced by successive diflferen- 
tiation of f{a + A). Hence, by putting A = 0, we introduce 
no infinite values. 

But if any one of the exponents a, /9, 7, ••• be negative, 
f(a + h) and all its differential coeflScients contain negative 
powers of A, and therefore/(a), /' (a), /" (a), ... are all infinite. 

If none of the exponents be negative, but one or more of 
them be positive fractions, suppose that 7 is the smallest of 
such fractions, and that it lies between the integers n and 
71 + 1. Then /(a + A) and all its differential coeflScients up to 
the n*^ inclusive are free from negative powers of A; but 
/"*^(a + A) and all the subsequent differential coeflScients con- 
tain negative powers of A. Hence/*** (a) is the first differen- 
tial coeflScient that becomes infinite, and all the following 
differential coeflScients are infinite. 

113. It will be of use hereafter to remark that if for a finite 
value of the variable any function becomes infinite, so also 
does the differential coefficient of the function. In proof of 
this, it is sufficient to notice the different cases that may arise. 
An Algebraical function can only become infinite, for a fiaiite 
value of the variable, by having the form of a fraction the 
denominator of which vanishes. Now when we differentiate 
a fraction we never remove the denominator, so that the 
differential coefficient also has a vanishing denominator, and 
therefore becomes infinite. Similarly, the second, third, ... 
differential coefficients are also infinite. 

The transcendental functions log a? and a* which both 
become infinite when a;=0, have their differential coefficients, 

namely - and — - a*, also infinite when oj = 0. 

The trigonometrical functions, such as tana? and sec a;, 
which can become infinite, are fractional forms, and fall under 
the observations already made. 

The proposition is not necessarily true for functions which 
become infinite for an infinite value of the variable, as may be 
seen in the case of log a?, which is infinite when x is infinite, 

while its differential coefficient - vanishes. 

X 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 






1. Ifw = tan*i: , -r^ = 

^ o — ax ax 



dx l+a 



,*• 



2. Ify=xtan-«1. .|=tan-«l-^. 



2a; 






,-1- •» -.^-1 



5. Ify={ ) , -T-^"— ^8 ^log-T— . 

^ \ X J ^ dx sin'a? ^ sina: 

< 

8, If 0? = a cos 5 + 6 sin 5, and y = a sin ^ — J cos ^, then 

d'^x cTy d^x dTt/ . . . a 4. ^ n 
TTisi -7^ — -TST j:^ is independent of 0. 
dff^ dff" dff" dST ^ 



.-1^-1^^/^^'* 



9. If co8"^^ = logfT),then 

10. Shew that (a: - 2) e* + ar+ 2 is positive for all positive 
values of x* 



( 87 ) 



C!HAPTER Vn. 

EXAMPLES OF EXPAKSIOK OF FUKCTIOKS. 

114>. We shall first apply the fonnukd of the preceding 
Chapter to expand certain functions. 

Required the expansion of (1 + x)^^ m not being assumed 
to be a positive integer. 

If /H = (1 + ^r. 

we have /*(«)= m (I + a)""', 

/"(x) = m(m-l)(l + «)"-», 



f'{x) =«(w -1) ... (m-n+ l)(l + a!)"^, 
/"*» (a;) = « (to - 1) ... (fit - n) (1 + ar)""^ ; 
hence /(O) = 1, / (0) = m, /" (0) = m (m - 1), ... 

Therefore, by Art 95, 
,, , ._ ,. .w»(»»-l)_.. , i»(»»-l)...(»»— n+1) . 

LI \IL 

+ r— -T w (m - 1) ... (m- n) (1 + fe)*-*-\ 



n+1 



If a; be less than 1 the last term can be made as small as 
we please by sufficiently increasing n, and in that case the 
infinite series 

can» by taking a sufficient number of terms^ be brought as 
near as we please to (1 +«)*• 
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115. Let f{x)^a\ 

By Arts. 95 and 79, we have 

a* = 1 +aj log a + 1^ G<>g «)' + — + 1^ ^^S «)' 



+ 



x*^^af' (log a) 

\E±r~ 



fri-l 



Hence, changing a to e, and remembering that log e = 1, 



a? . ai 



6^= 1 +a? + 77r + TIT + ... + r- + 



a?* a;«+'e«* 



[2-[3_ 



[n [w + l 



a;«+lgft8 



The term — ~r may be made as small as we please by 



RuflSciently increasing n. Hence we obtain an infinite series 
for 6% namely, 

Put a? s= 1, and we have 

This series may be used for calculating the approximate 
value of e, and we may shew from it that e must be an inr- 
commensurable number. See Plane Trigonometry, Chap. X. 

It is found that 6 = 2-718281828.... 

116. Let / (x) = sin x. 

By Arts. 95 and 78, 

-^ x' 



sm a: = a? — i — • + ; — — 



. a* . /mr\ . oj*^ . /n+1 ^ N 



m»u„i, ^.-.-g.g-... 



(— cos -jr- + -7 cos ( 



— TT+ffXj. 
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In Arts. 115 and 116, the student will see that the last 
term can be made as small as we please, whatever be the 
value of ar, if n be taken large enough. 

117. Let /(«)=log(l+ic); 

therefore /' (a?) = --L- and /' (0) = 1, 



^' W = ^ (Trif-' and/-(0) = (-ir LiL::!; 



therefore, by Art 95, 



log(l + .:)=a.-|V|!-... + tI^a.- 

(-l)*a?*^ 



+ 



in+l 



(n +!)(! + 0xy 

In this series, if we suppose x positive and not greater 
than unity, then, as ^^-j-^^j can not be greater than unity, 

the error we commit, if we stop at the term -^ , is 

n 

not greater than =- ; that is, the error can be made as 

. small as we please by increasing n sufficiently. 

If we change the sign of x, we have 

Qy iCr fjt^ CD 

log(l-a:) ^-^- 3— •••-n"(«+l)(l-^xr*' 

which does not give a very convenient form to the remainder. 
But by Art. 110, we may also write 

log 11 X)- X 2 3 - „ (i-^a;)"*' ' 
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where 6 is between and 1 ; 



"^""^ (1 - dxY^^ ■" vr^^y * rr«i^ 

If a; be less thati unity, so also is ^ ^ , and f .-^j-^ ) 

can be made as small as we please by taking n large enough. 
Hence, if n be taken lai-ge enough, the rrnnainder can be 
made as small as we please. 

118. In the preceding Examples, we have been able to 
write down the general term of the series, and the remainder 
after « + 1 terms. But if /(a;) be a complicated function, the 
expression for /• {x) will be generally too unwieldy for us to 
employ. It is, therefore, not unusual to propose such ques- 
tions as "expand e'log (1 +a;), by Maxilaurin's Theorem, as 
far aS'the term involving a?"." Here we are not required to 
ascertain the general term, or the remainder, or to shew when, 
for the purpose of numerical computation, the remainder may 
be neglected. We proceed thus : 

/(ar) = e*-log(l+a;), 
therefore /(O) =J}. 

By Art> 80, 

/'(ar) = 6Mog(H-a:)+^, 

therefore / (0) = 1 ; 

/"(.)=^log(l + .)+^-^. 
therefore /" (0) = 1 ; 

therefore /'" (0) = 2 ; 

f^^a>):^^log{l+x)+^^^---^^-^, + ^^ 
therefore /"(0) = 0; 

therefore Z' (<>)== 9. 



EXPANSION OF FUNCTIONS. 9t 

Kence e*log (H-a:) = aj + -+-^ + _-+ .... 

L± LI [± 

This may be verified by multiplying the expansion for ^ 

by that for log (I + a?). 

119. Methods of expansion of more or less rigour are 
often adopted in special cases of which we will proceed to 
give examples. We do not lay any stress upon them as 
exact investigations, but they may serve as exercises in dif-* 
ferentiatioD. 

Expand tan"*a? in powers of x. 

Assume tasT^x — A^ + AjX + Jjx? + ... + A^"" ■{• (1). 

Differentiate both sides with respect to x, 

then — -^ = Jj + 2J^+...+nJ,»"*^+ (2). 

But T— ^«l-a:P + »*-a^ + aJ*- (3), 

by simple division, or by the binomial theorem. 

Equating coefficients of like powers of a; in (2) and (3), 
we have 

A^ = 1, A^ = 0, A^ = "■ g> A^ = 0, • •• 
and putting a? = in (1), we get -4^ = ; therefore 



8 6 T 

X . X X 



tan *a? = aj — -- + — — --+ ... 

O O 7 

This example may also be easily treated by the rigorous 
method already used in Arts. 114... 117. It appears from 
Example 18, page 65, that the n^ differential coefficient of 
tan"^ar with respect to a: is 

{^\Y^\n^ . (nir . ^\ 
^ — - — ===sm( — — ntan ^x) . 
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Hence we have 



x^ a? . a;* , -x— i . nir 



tan"^aj ==aj — ~ + — —...+— (— 1)*"* sin 

3 5 n ^ ' is 

+ ^ — ^ ;^ sin ]^ — --^ (n + 1) tan ^0x\ . 

(w + !)(! + ^aj*) « ^ ^ ^ 

And if X be numerically less than 1, the last term can be 
made as small as we please by sufficiently increasing n ; so 
that the infinite series 

a? of x^ 
^"" 3""*" 5 ""7 "*■••• 

can by taking a sufficient number of terms be brought as near 
as we please to tan"*a;. 

120. Expand sin'^o; in powers of x. 
Assume sm'^x=sA^-j'AjX + A^a?+ ... +-4.a;*+ ^......(1). 

Differentiate both sides ; thus 

J(l -- a^) '^^^ "^ 2A^+ BA^*+... + i2J,a;""''+ ... (2). 
by the Binomial Theorem. 

fl 

Hence, comparing the coefficients in (2) and (3), we de- 
termine A^, -4j, ..., and putting a? = in (1) we get ^^^=0. 
Substituting in (1), we have 



-1 



1 ic' 1.3 i* 



sin ic — a? + , — + — - . "T" + • . . • 

It should be remarked that there are two considerations 
which limit the generality of this investigation. We take 

^ as the differential coefficient of sin"* a?, whereas the 



va-a^o 

radical ought strictly to have the double sign : see Art 65. 
And we take sin"* x to vanish with x, whereas we know, by 
Trigonometry, that sin"* x might be any multiple of ir when 
X vanishes. 
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Similar remarks apply to the expansioiis in the next two 

Articles. 

4 

,121. Expand e""*^"* in powers of x. 
Put e«'«»"'* = y (1), 



dy^ 



a 



d^-^ l-a? + (^l-^i ^^'' 

tlierefore (^^^^"^^"^^'y (*)' 

Assume y =^ A^ + A^x + Ajv* ■{• Ajx^ -^ ...+-4,aj*+ —(5); 
therefore ^ = -4^ + 2^,0?+ ... + «-4,^ + ... 

2^= 2A^ +...+n(n-l) J^"*+... 

Substitute these values of y, -j-, and -r^, in (4), then equate 

the coefficients of like powers of x on both sides, and we 
obtain 

^-«"'(M + l)(n + 2)^ W- 

Equation (6) will enable iis to determine A^, A^, A^, ... as 
Boon as we know A^ and A^. 

But A^ is the value of y or ^•'»"** when a? = 0, and 

^- is the value of -3^ or e"**"**-Tr; w: » when a? = ; 

a-c ijil — x^ 

therefore -4^ == 1, and A^^a. 
Hence, by (6), 



> 
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. a* + l . _ (a' + l)a 
■^•-■2:3"^'" [3 ' 
and so on ; 

therefore e«-«"-'-=l + a^ + ^ + ^(?-^ 

11 
Since e^-*""" = 1 + a sin-'a: + ,^ (sin'^a:)' + . ^ . 

Li 

we have, by equating the coefficients of a in this series, and 
in, the result just found, 

. .1 1 a? \.Z x\ 

sin a? = a/+-. — • — h •• 

as ah-eady found. 

Also equating the coefficients of a*, we hare 

'^ ^ ^3.4 ^3.4.5.6 ^3.4.5.6.7.8 ^ 

And equating the coefficients of a* we have 

+ ... 

122, Expand 6in (m sin'^a;) in powers of x. 
Putting ^.for the function, we may shew that 

Proceeding as in Art. 121, we find that 

{n + 1) (n + 2)A^ = {r? -m^A^\ and thus 

• / ' t \ ^ . m(l'-m*) . w(l'— m')(3'— m') . 
8m(wsm^a:) = ~aj+— ^-^ — ^aj' + — ^^ r^^^ ^a?'+.-. 

Similarly cos (m sin"* a;) 

1 ^"^ m' (2' -^ m') 4 m*(2*-m*)(4*-- m*) , 
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123. Expand ^ in powers of a?. 

We shall first shew that no odd power of x except the first 
can occur in the expansion. Denote the function by ^(a?). 

Then ^(a:)-^(-.a:)=.^-^^ 



e^-l "^l-e* e^-l 



— iR 



This shews that no odd power of os except the first can oocur 
in ^ (a;) ; for every odd power of x which occurs in <l>{x) must 
ako occur in ^ (a?) — ^ (— w). 

We have <f> (x) (e*— 1) « a?; therefore e'^ {x)^x + if> {»). 
Differentiate successiyely with respect to x ; thus 

^ {0" ix) + 2<l,' (x) + ^ (x)} = f (ar). 
«• {f "(a;) + iif/'ix) + iif>'(x) + 4> (x)} = f " (x), 
e- {<!,"" (x) + 4f " (aj) + 6f' (a) + 4^' (x) + ^ («)} - f '" (a;), 
and 80 on. 

Put « = in these equations ; thus 

*(0)-l. 

2f(0) + ^(0)=0, 

3^"(0) + 3f (0) + ^(0) = 0, 

4^"'(0) + 6f (0) + 4f (0) + ^ (0) = 0, 
and so on. 

Hence we find in succession 

f(0) = -|, f (0)-i. f"(0)=0, f"'(0)=-^,... 
It is usual to denote the expansion thus : 

the coefficients ^j, B^,B^, B^,.,, are called the ni^77t£er« q/ 
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Bernoulli, having been first noticed by James Bernoulli. It 
will be found that 

7?— i 7?— _ ??— JL 7?— R_^ 

^"6' »"30' »~42' ^""30' •^•"66'*'* 



EXAMPLES. 

I. If e''(3 — a?) — 4a?e* — a? — 3 be expanded by Maclaurin's 
Theorem, the first term is — --=- • 

LI 



2. Expand log (1 + e*) in powers of a?. 



a? -* 



'8. Expand «*■*"* in powers of a?. 



Besult log2 + | + ^-^+... 



Result l + a?*+-r--h ... 



o 
, /l+eV , , «« , n(n + l) «* , 

o / N. 1 Ma^ . n (3n - 2) «' n{15(«-l)*+l)a;* 
8. (cosx)-=l-^+-^-g-J ^ 16_ ' 

+ ... 
, aj* . 2a!\ 16a!* . 16 x17a;* 



10. ««"* 



(■ ^,4^ 31a;* I 



11. sin-(a; + A) = sm->a;+-^(A_. + ^-j^| 

1 + 2a;' h' 3a;(3+2x*) h* 
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12. log(l-ar+«')=-« + | + :^+^-|^... 

13. log{.+V(«' + «^)l = log« + ?-lg, + i^^-.. 

sf a? 

14. log (1+sina?) ««- — + — ... 

16. ««-=l + «+|^^-^\.. 

16. For what values of x does Taylor's Theorem fail, if 

y = KJY / _ va \$ and which is the first differential 

coefficient that becomes infinite ? 

17. Shew that 

tan"*(a? + A)=tan"*a? + &sin*5 — - 8in'5 8in2tf 

+ — sin'tf sin 3tf - — sin*^ sin 45 + ... 

o 4 

where 5 = - — tan"*a?. See Example 18 of Chapter v. 

18. By putting & = — a: in Example 17, shew that 

TT >, . y, ^ . cos'5 sin 25 cos'5 sin 35 
— *-^si=8ma cos 5 H 

cos* 5 sin 45 
+ ^ + ... 

19. By putting h = — x — in Example 17, shew that 

■27 

^T _ sin 5 sin 25 sin 35 sin 45 

2 " cos5 "'' 2 cos'' 5 ^ 3co?5 "^ 4'co? 5 "*" * * * 

20. By putting A == -« V(l + a^ in Example 17, shew that 
i(7r-5)=sin5 + isin25 + |sin35 + 7sin45+ ... 

J 2 o 4 



t. D. C. H 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

SUCCESSIVE DIFFEKENTIATION. DIFFJIRENTIATION OF A 
. FUNCTION OF TWO YABIABLES. 

124. We have, in Art. 77, defined the second diflferential 
coefficient of a function to be the differential coefficient of the 
differential coefficient of that function. The differential 
coefficient of the second differential coefficient has been called 
the third differential coefficient, and so on. We are now 
about to give another view of these successive differential 
coefficients. 

« 

125. Let y=/(a?), 

therefore Ay =/ (a? + A) — / (a?) . 

In the right-hand member of the last equation change x into 
x-\-h and subtract the original value; we thus obtain 

or /(a; + 2A) -2/(a? + A) +/(a:). 

This result, agreeably to our previous notation, may be 
denoted by A^Ay), which we abbreviate into A*y. Hence 

^V =/(« + 2A) - 2/(a: + h) +/ {x). 
Similarly A {A*y) or A'y will be equal to 

f{x + Bh) - 2/ (a? + 2A) +f{x + h) 
- [f(x + 2A) - 2/(a: + h) +/(x)}, 
that is, A'y =/ {x + 3h) - 3f{x + 2h) + 3/(aj + h) -f{x). 
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126. By pursuing the method of the last Article we find 
expressions for A*y, A*y, .,, We shall not for our purpose 
require the general expression for A*y. It will, however, be 
easy for the reader to shew, by an inductive proof, that 

A"^=/(x + nA)-n/{iF+(»-l)A}+^''fiV{«+('*--2)Al-... 

LH. 

±nf{w^h)Tf{x). 



127. To shew that the limit of ,^^, is ^ . 

We have, by Art. 125, 

AV=/(aJ+ 2A) - 2f{x + h) +f{x). 
But, by Art. 92, 

f{x + 2h) =f{x) +2hf{x) +^f'{x)-^^^r(x + 20h), 

f{x+h)^f{x)+hf{x)^^r{x)+^r{x^djv), 

and 0^ being proper fractions. Hence 

A'y = h'/" (x) + ^ {4/" {x + 20h) -/'" (x + OJi)]. 

Divide both sides by A', that is (Aa?)', and then let h be 
diminished indefinitely. Hence we obtain 

theUmitof ^t^f"ip^)\ 

that is, the limit of ,. \> is -r? . 

(Aa?)" dx 

128. The result of the last Article may be generalized by 
the inductive method of proof. Assume 

A*y=Ay»(x)+A'^*^(x) (1), 

where '^ (x) is a function of x and h, which remains finite 
when h is made = 0. From (1) we have 

A"*\y = Ay»(a; + ») + A*"^t(a?+'i)-{Ay(a?) + A*"'tWl 

H2 
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Now, by Art. 92, 

rix + k) =/"(^) + hr^\x) + ^r^'ix + eh\ 

therefore 

= A«V""''(^) + ^"'*^^i(^) C^)- 

Equation (2) shews us that, granting the truth of (1), we 
can deduce for A""^\y a value of the same form as that we 
assumed for A*y. But Art. 127 gives for A^'y an expression 
of the assumed form ; hence A'y has the same form, and so 
also has A*y, and generally A^y. 

From equation (1), by dividing both sides by ^" and then 
diminishing h indefinitely, we have 

the limit of ^^^^/-(ar); 

that is, thd limit of -r^ is -^ . 

129. Hitherto we have only Considered functions of one 
independent variable; that is, we have supposed in the equa^ 
tion y =if{x), although quantities denoted by such symbols 
as a,b, ... might occur in /(a;), yet they were not susceptible 
of any change. Suppose now we have the equation 

and let y denote some constant quantity and x a variable, 
we have 

du ^ 

From the same equation, if a? be a constant quantity and y 
a variable, we obtain 

Of course we cannot simultaneously consider x both con- 
stant and variable ; but there wdll be no inconsistency if on 
one occasion and for one purpose we consider x constant, 
and on another occasion and for another purpose we consider 
it variable. 
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130. If X and y denote quantities such that either of 
them may be considered to change without affecting the other, 
they are called independent variables, and any quantity u, the 
value of which depends on the values of x and y, is called a 
"function of the independent variables x and y , 

-J-, T-Tj, -rp, ..., denote the successive differential co- 
efficients of u, taken on the supposition that x alone Varies ; 

du d^u cPu , , • Trt» • 1 

•j-, -j-j, -r-j, ..., denote the successive differential co- 
efficients of u, taken on the supposition that y alone varies. 

131. It u be a function of the independent variables x 

du 

and y, then -y- will also be generally a function of x and y. 

Hence we may have occasion for its (Jifferential coefficient 
with respect to x or y. The former is denoted by 



a^u 



dx 



,<» 



as already stated ; the latter is denoted by 

ydu 
dx 



which is abbreviated into 



dy 
dydx' 



d^u d^ti 

Again, both -r-^ and , , will be generally fiinctions 

of both x and y. These may require to be differentiated with 
respect to x or y. Hence we use such symbols as 

and 



dyda?^ dxdydx* dy^dx^ 

the meaning of which may be gathered from the preceding 

d^u 
remarks. For example, , , , implies the performance 

ax ay ax 

of three operations : we are to differentiate u with respect 



102 DIFFERENTIATION OF A FUNCTCON OF TWO VARIABLES. 



to X, supposing y constant; the resulting function is to be 
differentiated with respect to y, supposing x constant ; this 
last result is to be differentiated with respect to x, supposing 
y constant. 

132. In considering the equation y—f{x), where we have 
one independent variable, the student could be referred to 
analytical geometry of two dimensions for illustrations of the 
nature of a dependent variable and of a differential coeffi- 
cient See Arts. 35... 43. In like manner, if he is acquainted 
with the elements of analytical geometry of three dimensions, 
he will be assisted in the present Chapter of the Differential 
Calculus. For instance, the equation 

z=ax-\-hy -^-c 

represents a plane ; x and y are two independent variables, of 
which j5 is a function. Here 



dz 
dx 



= a. 



dz , 



dx"" 






and all the higher differential coefficients, 

vanish. 

Again, z = J{r^-^-y') (1), 

is the equation to a sphere. If we pass from a point on 
the sphere, whose co-ordinates are x and y, to a point whose 
co-ordinates are x + Ax and y, we vary x without varying y. 
If in this case the value of the third co-ordinate he z-\- Az, 
we have 

^ + A« = ^[r'-2/*-(aj + Aa;)*} (2). 

Az 
From (I) and (2) we can of course find -^^ ; and its limit, 



dz 



Ax' 



"X 



which we denote by -v- , will be -77-« = ?, 

The process is the same as if we had given 

where a is a constant ; from which we deduce 

dz 



— x 



dx J{a^ - x^) ' 
and finally put r* — y' for a*. 
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On the other hand, if we pass from the point (x, y) to 
a point having x and y ■¥ ^y for its co-ordinates, we have, 
as before, 

« + A;5 = V{r'--a:»-(y + A5^)*} (3). 

Now, in (2) and (3) we have used ^z\ but we do not 

mean that the value attached to the symbol is the same in both 

cases. If there were any risk of error by confounding them, 

we could use A'ir in (3), or something similar. But in fact 

dz 
we only use (3) to assist us in forming a conception of ^ ; 

and since we look on -r- and -y- as whjole symbols not admit- 

dx dy ^ 

ting of decomposition, the question can never occur, " Is the 

dz in -x- the same as the dz in -rr-V 
ax dy 

133. When w is a function of two independent variables, 

+1. j-ir X- 1 rn - . du du d^a cPu 

tne amerential coemcients -r-, -7-, -7 •, - , , , ... are 

often called ** partial differential coefficients." Each of these 
differential coefficients is obtained by one or more operations, 
every operation being conducted on the supposition that only 
(me of the possible variables x and y is actually variable. 

Let us suppose for example that u = tan"* - ; then 



du y 


du X 


dx~a^+y'' 


dy a^+y"' 


d^u 2xy 


d^u 2xy 


da?" {x'-^y^Y' 


dy' {a?-\-yy' 


and so on. 




dfjt 
By differentiating -y- with respect to y we obta 


^du 
dx 


«^-y . 


dy 


(«^+yT' 
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J 

and by diflferentiating -r- with respect to a? we obtain 

dy _ a? — j/ ^ 

Thus we see that in this example 

ndu ndu 

w-S- <■'• 



or, as we may write it, 

d^u dfu 



dydx dxdy 



(2)- 



We shall prove in the next Article that this result is 
universally true. Of the two modes of writing the result 
given in (1) and (2) the secoud is the more commodious, but 
it has the disadvantage of making the theorem which we 
have to prove appear obvious to the student, because it sug- 
gests to him that he is merely comparing t^fo fractions. But 
as we have already remarked, a symbol for a diflfierential 
coefficient is defined as a whole, ana is not to be decomposed 
into a numerator and a denominator. See Arts. 26 and 77, 

134. Ifxi he any function of the independent variables x 
and y, 

jdu jdu 

ax. a\ 



dy dx 
Let tt = ^ (a?, y) ; change x into a? + A, then by Art 92, 

we may therefore write 

diL 
^(a?+A,y)-^(aj,y) = A^ + A»t? (1), 

where v is a certain function of x and y, which remains finite 
when A = 0. In (1) write y + A? for y ; then the left-hand 
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member becomes ^ (a? + A, y + fe) — ^ (a?, y + i) ; by Art. 93 

J- becomes -7- + A?— r— + ^A where B remains finite when 
ax ax ay 

fc= ; and v becomes v + Tcol, where a is a quantity which re*- 

dv 
mains finite when 2; = 0. for it tends to 7- as its limit. Thus 

dy 

du djs 



+ h'v + h'k2 (2). 

Subtract (1) from (2) ; thus 

(t>{x + h, y + k) -^ {x + h, y) -^ <l> {x, y + k) + if) {x, y) 

jdu 
d-T- 

dy 

Divide by IJcy and then suppose A and h to diminish inde*- 
finitely; therefore 

^du 

diOR 

V =s the limit when A and h vanish of 
dy 

<t>{x + h, y '\'k) - <f> (x + h, y) - ^ {x, y -{-k) + <l> {x, y) 

hk 

In a similar way, by first ch^ging y into y + Aj, and after-r 

^du 

vjards x into a? + A, we can prove that — r^ is also equal to 

the above limit. 

jdu jdu 

a-j- d-j- 
TT ax ay 

Hence — r- = ^-r^ . 

dy dx 

135. The object of the preceding Article is to prove that 
T~J'^'j~-j-\ ^^ is done by shewing that each of these 
quantities is equal to the limit of a certain expression. It is 
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comparatively unimportant what that expression is, but it is 
of some interest to notice the analogy of the result to those 
in Arts. 127 and 128. 

Proofs of the proposition in the preceding Article have 
sometimes been given which appear simpler than that here 
adopted, . but they are deficient in strictness. In particular 
an assitmption has sometimes been made which deserves to 
be noticed. The following is substantially a proof that has 

(IOC 

been given. To obtain --r — involves, according to the defi- 
nition of the symbol, the following operations. (1) In the 
function u we put x + h for a?, subtract the original value 
from the new value, and then divide by h. (2) We find the 
limit of the result when h = 0. (3) We now put y + A for y, 
subtract the original value from the new value, and then 
divide by k. (4) We find the limit of the result when k=0. 
All this is immediately derived from first principles; the 
next step however is the assumption that we may perform 
the third of the above operations before the second instead of 
after it. With this assumption the required result is readily 
obtained ; for from the first operation we get 

h 
then from the third we get 

<^ (a? + fe, y + &) - (a? + A, y) - <^ (a?, y 4- fe) + <^ (a?, y) 

hk 




and according to our assumption, the limit of this is 

jdu 

And by a similar assum^ption it is found that -r-^ is also 

equal to the same limit. 

One more remark must be made to guard against a possible 
error. In the proof of Art. 1 34 we have used v for ^ ^" (a? + Oh, y) ; 
in this expression, all that is known of 6 is that it is a 
proper fraction, and it must not be assumed to be a function 
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of X only. Thus when y is changed into y+4 the value of 
will generally change. This does not affect the preceding 
proof, because it was not necessary there actually to find the 

value of ^ ; but the assumption that does not change 

when y changes has rendered some proofs unsound which 
have been given of the proposition in Art. 134. 

136. The important principle proved in Art. 134 is 
enunciated thus : " The order of independent differentiations 
is indifferent ;*' or it is referred to as the principle of the 
* convertibility of independent differentiations." It may be 
extended to any number of differentiations; so that if a 
function of two independent variableSt x and y, is to he dif- 
ferentiated m times vritk respect to x, and n times with respect 
to y, the result will he the same in whatever order the dif-^ 
ferentiations he perform^. In proof of this we have only 
to apply the theorem of Art. 134 repeatedly in the manner 
shewn in the following example. 

To prove that ^^ = ^^.; 

, cPtt 

d^u dydx , J ^ ... 

, , , = ^ , by denmtion, 
dy^dx dy ' ^ 

, d^u 
d 



= ^. by Art. 134, 
cTv .^ du 



dydx' dy 

dxdy*' 
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187. If w be a function of the three independent variables, 
^> y> ^> we have in a similar maimiBr 



dy dz dz dy ' 

d^u d^u 
dx dz dz dx' 

d^u _ cPu 
dxdy dydx* 

cPw d^u d^u 



dx dy dz dx dz dy dz dx dy ' 



and so on. 



EXAMPLES. 

Cut/ dtU ujU 

1. If u=s a . , find , , and ^ — j-. 

ar—z^ dxdy ay dz 

2. Verify in the following cases the e(]iuatioii 

d^u _ d^u 
dxdy dydx' 

w = a; sin y + y sin a:, 

u = x\ogy, 

w = logtan^ , 

° X 

by "OX* 
tt = y log (1 + xy). 
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where a + a —fi + ff ^y-k-y =^ ...^n, 

1 V du du 

shew that a* — + y — = nu. 

In this example u is called a homogeneous fumtion of n 

diviensions. 

4. If u be a homogeneous function of n dimensions^ 

shew that 

rf'w , d\ , ^.dii d^u . d^u , ^^du 

5. If t^ be a homogeneouA function of n dimensions^ 

shew tliat 

6. Yerify the theof ems in Examples 3 and 4 in the follow^' 

ing cases : 

u ^- 



7. If M « a?V + e'y V + j?i^z*, shew that 

8. If w =» eT^, shew that 

9. K M =2 ^V(«' — a?) + a? V(«' •^^)> shew that 



1 

/ 
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10. If u = tan"* -rr, — ^ sr , shew that 

V(l +«;• + /)• 



(Pu _ 1 d*u _ Ibxy 



7 • 



11, If w = a?V(a"-j/OV(«'-«^+yV(a'-«')V(a'-aJ^) 
shew that 

12. If w = log (a^ 4- y* + -s:" - ^xyz)y shew that 

1 cPm 1 du du du ^ _^ 

Qdxdydz Zdx dy dz^ ' 

du da du ^ 3 



dx dy dz ar + y + ;j;' 

(Z^ii- d^u dfu ^u d^u d^u 

aur a}f d^ dx dy dy dz dz dx 



(a? + y + 2)*' 
df'u dFu dJ'u 360 



dx^ dy^ ds? dj[? dy^ dz da?d^dz (a? + y + -8^)'' 
d^u d^u . d^u 3 



s "^ ^,.a T" ^«a ^ 



dx^^ dy^^ dz^ (x-^-y + zJ' 
d^u , ef'tt • ^u 72 



dafdydz dxdy^dz dxdydz^ (ic+y + «)*' 
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CHAPTER IX 

LAGRANGE'S THEOREM AND LAPLACE'S THEOBElf. 

138. Suppose y^ss + x(f>(j/) ,.(1), 

where z and x are independent, and it is required to expand 
f(y) according to ascending powers of x. Put u for /(y), 
then^ by Maclaurin's theorem, we have 

whefe 1/^, -T-*, -T-j , ... denote the values of u, -p, -r-,, ... 

when X is put = after diflferentiation. We proceed to trans- 
form these diflferential coefficients of u with respect to x into 
a more convenient form in order to ascertain their values 
when x = 0. We shall first shew that 

supposing that v is any function of the independent quantities 
X and z, and F(v) any function of v. 

To establish (2) we need only observe that the left-hand 
member is 

r,, , kCIv dv , y:,, . d^V 

and the right-hand member is 

T^,..dvdv, jp. . d^v 

and these two expressions are equal by Art 1S4. 
From (1) we have 

|=^(y)+a^'(y)g. 
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therefore 



Also 



therefore 



Hence 



Also 



therefore 



Hence 



Again 



LAGRANGE S THEOREM. 

dy ^ 4> (y) 

dx \ — x<f>{y) ' 

du _^dudy J ^ _ ^^ dy 
dx" dydx dz" dydz* 

du , , .du 
cPw d 



dz 



(3), 



rf' f , du 



. by (2), 



^.^(2^)1 5^. by (3)- 
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Suppose^ according to this law« that 
then £^ = M==^^'s} 

which shews us that the expression for -j-^ follows the same 
law as that for •^-^. Hence, since the law has been proved 
to hold for -^ and ^-y, it holds universally. 

In -^ we are to make a? = after the differentiation has 

been performed; but when we transform -^-5, by the above 

formula, into an expression involving only differential co- 
efficients ixiken with respect to z, we may put a^O before the 
differentiation, since a; is to be considered as a constant in 
differentiating with respect to z. When fl?== 0, 

*(y)-^(«)> 



^'i\mfn')}. 



T. D. C. 
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and thus 
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7«^l 



This result is called Lagrange's Theorem. 

139. Suppose y = F{z 4- x<f> (y)} ; 
required the expansion of /(y) in powers of x. 

Let t stand for z + x<f>(j/); then 

dx dtdx dt Y^^ ^^^ dx]' 



therefore 



dy^^ 
dx 



4>(^) 



dF 
dt 



i-^m^^' 



also 



dy dFdt dF (^ ,r, sdy] 



therefore 



dz dt dz dt 

dF 
dy dt 



Hence 



dz , .,, \d^' 



dx 



dz 



From this, in the same way as in Art. 138, we deduce 
that 

d^'u ^ dr-^ 



where u =/(y). 

If we make a? = in the equation 
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we deduce y = i^ («)» 

du ^ df{F{z)} 
dz dz ' 

and finally, 

. - -t&[wm-'^y- 

This is called Laplace's Theorem. 

140. Lagrange's Theorem may of course be deduced from 
Laplace's, by putting F(z) = z. But Laplace's theorem may 
also be deduced from Lagrange's, thus : 

In the equation y = ^{«+a?<A (y)l (^)> 

put « + ^'<A(y)=y, 

then y = i^(y'), 

thus y' = « + a?<A{^(y')l (2)> 

and f{y) becomes f[F{y')]. 

Thus we are required to expand f[F(y')] in powers of a?, 
by means of equation (2). But this is precisely what La- 
grange's Theorem ejBFects, the complex functions f[F[y')] and 
^{F(y)] taking the place of the simple functions y^) and 

141. It must be remembered, that in quoting Maclaurin's 
Theorem, which serves as the foundation for those of Lagrange 
and Laplace, we ought strictly to have used it in the form 
given in Art. 95, with an expression for the remainder 
after w 4- 1 terms. That expression for the remainder however, 
becomes so complicated in this case, that we have not referred 
to it. The investigation of Lagrange's and Laplace's Theo- 
rems must be confessed to be imperfect, since the tests of the 
convergence of these series, which alone can justify pur use of 
them as arithmetical equivalents for the functions they profess 
to represent, are of too difficult a character for an elementary 
work. The advanced student may consult Moigno's Legons 

12 
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de Caicul DiffA^erUiel^ ISme Lefon, and Liouville's Jowmal 
de MalMmatiqties, torn. xi. p, 129 and 313, ' 

142. If fl? =a + y^ (x), we have by Lagrange's Theorem 
/(<r)=/(a)+y{<^(a;)/'^+^^ ^W^iV'i^)} 

where in the coefficients of the different powers of y, we are 
to make x^^a after the differentiations have been performed. 

Let y or ;r7~r = 'V^(^)> so that x^a is a root of '^(a:) = 0; 
then 

+ ... 

where, in the coefficients of the different powers of ^fr (x) after 
the differentiations, x is to be made = a. This series iovf{x) 
in powers of '^ {x) is called Burmann's Theorem. 

143. Let '^'^{x) denote the inverse function of '^ {x), so that 
if t^ = '^(a;) we have y^~^(u)=^x, and therefore '^{'^"^(w)} = m. 
If we write -^"^a? for x in Burmann's Theorem, we have 



■^lid^L m<^)Y y'" 



No change is made in the quantities in the square brackets, 
for they do not contain x when the operations indicated are 
completely performed. 

If y(tt) =w, we have 

1-1/ \ . [x-al ^a? d [{x-^'] 



a? d'nx-ayi 
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and if a = 0^ so that ^ (x) vanishes with x, 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Given y = z + x^, expand y in powers of x. 
Here ^ (y) = e^> 

/(y)=y; 

therefore ^ j^"/ (z)| « |1 <r = n-*^. 
Thus y=^+a^ + ^2e*+.^3»«?'+...+^n'^6'"+... 

2. Given y = « + a; ^~ , expand y in powers of x. 
Here *(y)=^^y^. 

/(y)=y; 

therefore ^{^-/^ -^^(^-J)" 
Hence y = a+»i («»-l) + g.i^(^•-l)• + ... 
3, Given icy— logy =0, expand y in powers of «. From 
the given equation 

y = e«»; 

therefore yx = iB<r', 

say y* = oa^. 
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If then we put z=*Oin the result of the first Example we 
deduce 



a? ^ X 



.• 



y' = x + a?+.— 3 + ... + -n'^+...; 



|2-'-'|n-l 



restore yx for y and divide by x; then 



a!* - . . aT' ^ 



y= 1 + 0! + jj 3+ ... + -j^ »»" + ... 



4. If y = - .. __ a\ > expand y* in ascending powers 

of X. 



Since 



X 



2^"l + V(l-aO* 
we have y V(l — ar') = a? — y ; 

therefore y'(l — aj*) =a? — 2a^+3^'. (1), 

and f/ =s _ + 1l aj 

We must then put y = z + ^x, 
80 that ^ (y) = |- , an(i/(y) = j^-. 

Thus 3r=e- + a;|;.-'+...+g|,^,(«-*->) + ...(2), 
and after the differentiations are performed, we must put 

X 

- for 0. 

The quadratic equation (1) which we have employed gives 
two values for y, namely //i_^n 5 *^® series which we 
have obtained in (2) applies to the value with the wpper sign. 
^""^ r+7^^r^) = — ?77 ; and if the n*^ power of 

. ^ 2 8 ••• 

this be expanded in ascending powers of x the first term is 
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obviously ( » ) • whereas the first term of the expansiOD with 
the bwer sign would be ( - J , that is (- j • 

n(n + 4)(n + 5) M*** 

■^ 17273 W ■*"••• 

Let a?=sit; thus we obtain 



. n(n + 4)(n + 5) ^. 
■^ 1:2:3 ^'^•" 

Change the sign of n; thus we obtain the expansion in 
powers of t of |l-^/0-^<) p t^at is of |^_^-^j". 

that is of f + ^g-^^y . 

Hence | H- V(l - 4Q |-^ ^ _ „, ^ njn-j) ^ 

1.2.3 *^+- 

Hitherto we have put no restriction on the value of n; 
but let us now suppose that n is a positive integer. 

If we expand {1 4- V(l - -^*)}" and {1 - V(l - ^0}" by the 
Binomial Theorem, we see that the sum of the two expressions 

will be a rational function of t which will be of the degree - 

w — 1 

if n be even, and of the degree — — - if w be odd. 
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By adding the expansions we have found above we obtain 
f l + V(1^4<) p f l-V(l-40 j" 

-l-nt+ j2 ^ OTi ^^"•' 

and by what we hare just shewn the series on the right hand 

extends to - + 1 terms if n be even, and to -^r — terms if n 

be odd. 80 that the remaining terms in the two expansions 
must disappear ; that is, the terms arising from one expan- 
Bion are canceUed by similar terms arising from the other. 

In the same manner as we deduced the expansion of y" from 

OS 

the equation y = .. ^ we may deduce the expansion 

of any other function of y ; for example take log y. Thus 

1 of 1 d*^* 
logy = log^ + ic-«+...+p-^5^(0 + 

where after the differentiations are performed we must put 
- for e» Therefore 

logy = log.. + y +2^ +2:3(2; +2^:1(2; +••- 

and V = 77 i-v = ^-^ . 

Let a? s= U, and we shall obtain 

,^-^..,|.,-|,h:M-., 

The expansions which this example has furnished are of 
some importance in mathematics. 

6. if X sayfl^, expand sin (a +y) in powers of x. 
"We have given y = xe^. Suppose then y = « 4- xe^, so that 
^ (y) = «"'* and/(y) = sin (a +y). 
The general term given by Lagrange's Theorem is 
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which becomes 

g(-ir(l+n«)'^e-coe{« + »-(n-l)^}, 

where cot ^ = n, by a process similar to that in Art. 81. 

Putting 2? s in thi% we have for the required expansion 
sin (a + y) ss sin a + ^ cos a + ••• 

+1? ^"" ^^""* (l+^"r cos {a - (n - 1) cot-*n} + ... 

6. Given a-^y + xlogy^O, find siny in powers of x. 

7. Given y « « + xjfif, expand y^rf^ in powers of x. 

8. Given ys^ + o; siny, expand siny and sin2y in powers 
otx. 

m 

9. Given y = log (-2^+ a; cosy), expand ^ in powers of » 

10. From the equation xi^ + 2xj^ + 3xy* + 2y + 1 = de- 
termine y in ascending powers of a;. 

^^^f^ y 5j 32 32 4096 

11. If ysre^ ' ', find the first four terms of the 
expansion of cos log y in powers of x. 

1 X Ss^ Q^ 

Result T — — — ■ — — , 

V2 2 4V2 3 

12. If y* + my*+ wy = x, shew that oue value of y is 

a? m /a?y 2m*— n /a?Y 5in*^5mn /xV ^ 
n n \nj n* \w/ n* W 
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CHAPTER X. 

LIMITING VALUES OP FUNCTIONS WHICH ASSUME AN 

INDETERMINATE FOBM. 

144. In the statement, the limit of r-^ s= i when 

diminishes indefinitely, we have an example of a fraction 
which approaches a finite limit when the numerator and de- 
nominator each tend to the limit zero. The object of this 
Chapter is to find the limit of any fraction of which the 
numerator and denominator ultimately vanish, and also the 
limiting value of some other irideterminate forrns, 

US. Form 5 

such a fraction that both numerator and denominator vanish 
when a? = a ; it is required to find the limit towards which 
the above fraction tends as x approaches the limit a. 

We have proved in Art 92 that 

<^ (a + A) - ^ (a) = h<l>{a + 0h), 
.f{a + h)-ylr{a)=^hyfr{a + 0ji). 

If then ^ (a) = and -^ (a) = 0, we have, by division, . 

<l>(a + h) _ <l>'(a + 0h) 

Let h diminish indefinitely; then 

the hmit when « = a of , \ \ is ,,. : • 



.lia)£T£BHINATE FOBMS. 123 

146. Stip^se that not only 

^ (a) = 0, and ^ (a) = 0, 
but also ^»=0, 4>"(a)^0, ...^*(a)-0, 
and ir'(a)^0, ir"(cf)^0, ...if'*(a; =0. 

By Art 92, 

f(a+A)-f(a)-A^'(«)...-j|^(«)=j^^"*'(a + ^i*)- 
Hence, by division, we have 

Diminish h indefinitely, and we have 

the limit when a? = a of ; ; ( is V«-n/ \ • 

147. In Art. 145, if 

and <l> (a) » some finite quantity, 

6(x) . . . 
we have the limit when x^a of ; ^ : is infinity ; 

if f(a)«0, 

and '^' (a) s some finite quantity, 

d>(x) 
we have the limit when a? = a of \) \ is zero. 

ir{x) 

And in the same maimer, we may shew that if the first 

of the diflferential coefficients ^'(a), ^"(a), ... which does not 

vanish, is of a Umer order than the first which does not vanish 

<l>(x) 
of the series -^'(a), '^"(a), ..., the limit of -fj\ when a? = a, 

. • ^^ 
is infinity ; if of a higher order the limit is zero. 
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These results may also be obtained without the use of 
Taylor's Theorem. 

If ^ (a) = and -^ (a) = 0, we have 

h 

Now diminish h indefinitely, and we have 

the limit when aj = a of [) I is \,; I • 

yfr{x) ir{a) 

If ^'(a) = and '^'(a) =0, we have in the same way 

the limit when oj = a of \,\ { is ,„).{ . 

y{x) y (a) 

Hence, the limit when aj = a of ~V-\ is . // / \ . 

i/r (a?) ^fr (a) 

This process may be extended, giving the same result as 
in Art. 146. 

148. Form "* . 

00 

Let ^{x) and '^(x) be functions which both become infinite 
when x = a; it is required to find the limit of the fraction 

'^ (a?) ' 1 

<l>(/c) ^ jrjx) 

-fCa?) 1 ' 

<l>{x) 

and the fraction on the right-hand side takes the form - 
when « B a ; hence, by the previous roles its limit is 

f («) lt(«)J f (o) • 
Hence ±M^[iMX't^. 

therefore ^!-#^. 
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149. From the last Article it would appear that the limit 

of a fraction which tends to the form — , may be found by 

considering the ratio of the differential coefficient of the 
numerator to the differential coefficient of the denominator. 
But, by Art 113, when for a Jinite value of the variable a 
function becomes infinite, so does its differential coefficient. 
Hence, if 

\\ ; ■ takes the form — , 

, A { takes the same form. 

and thus the result of Art. 148 would appear to be of no 
practical value. It may^ however, happen that the limit of 

the fraction ,,) [ is more easy to settle than that of ?-7-r . 
For example l2p 

X 

CO 

when a; = 0, takes the form — . 

00 

1 
Here Yt\ == — T - - ^' 

the limit of which is 0. 

Hence, the limit of — ^ , when « = 0, is 0. 

w 

150. The demonstration in Art. 148, which is that usually 

given, is satisfactory only in the case in which -^j-r reaUy 

has a finite limit. For we divided both sides of an equation 
by this limit which tacitly assumes that the limit is not zero 
or infinite. 
But the demonstration may be completed thus : 
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Suppose the limit of y-T-r is really zero ; then the limit 

^ I /.\ ^^ really finite, namely, unity. Hence, it lias 
been proved that 

thelimitoft%J*Mwhen«=ai8 ^t:M + *>I. 

Y{x) y (a) 

that is 1 + the limit of -f^= 1 +-ffl ; 

therefore the limit of ^-7-T = ?// { • 

If the limit of \ , \ be really infinity, then the limit of 
——T is really zero, and therefore, as just shewn, the limit of 

Y77M will be zero. Hence, the limit of ,,, [ will be infinity. 

Combining then this Article with Ai-t. 148, we can assert 
that if <j> (x) and i/r {x) both become infinite when a? = a, the 

limit of , ) i will be the same as the limit of ,,) i . 
Y{x) y W 

151. The two Articles 148 and 150 may be replaced by 
the following mode of exhibiting the proposition. 

Suppose ^ (a) = 00 , and i/r (a) = 00 . 

Then ^- = and t4t = 0; 

<l>{a) -fCa) 

1 '>lr'{a + eh) 

now <l>(<^-^h)_ ylr{a + h) _ {ylr(a^0h)^ Mrf 10A^ - 

<^ (g + gA) 
therefore <! >' {a + Oh) _ <f> (a + 0h) ^(a+eh) 

-^ (a + A) 
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d> (x) 
If ; ; ; has a finite limit when oj = a, the limit of the 

second factor on the right-hand side of the equation is unity. 
Hence 

the limit of ^^ -the limit of t^. 

<b(x) 
But if -r-T-r tends to or oo as a; approaches o, it will in 

"^w . ... 

general finish by approaching the limit in such a manner that 

the second factor will in the first case be less than unity, 
and in the second case greater. Hence^ ^7*4 '^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

or infinity at the same time that ,) \ does. 

152. In the preceding rules for finding the limit of a 

function which takes the form - or — when a? = a, we have 

00 

made no supposition as to the magnitude of a. Hence the 

rules are often applied to the case in which a is infinite. But 

for a direct demonstration of this case we may proceed thus. 

Suppose the limit of T^^ ^ required, when a? =x ; it being 

known that then either ^ (a?) = and i/r (x) = 0, or ^ (a?) = oo 
and -^ (a;) = 00 . 

Put a? = -, then 

Now as y tends to zero, we have, by preceding rules, 



thel 



imit of -^ = the Umit of ^ v; 
the limit of — ^ = the limit of f^ . 
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153. For example^ required the value of 

1 

— 7— when a? = 0. 
cot a; 

Differentiating both numerator and denominator, we find 
the required limit is the same as that of 

Su sm uC 

-— — or of , , that is, unity. 

The same result may be obtained by writing the proposed 
fraction in the form - ; thus 

1 

X tan X 1 sina? 

cota?^ X cos a? x 

1 sin >zs 

The limit of is 1, and the limit of is 1 : therefore the 

cos 0? X 

limit of the proposed fraction is 1. 

As another example we may find the limit of ^ when x is 

infinite, w being positive. 

0^ ^luxT^ 



The limit of -=- = the limit of 



e* ^ 

= the limit of — — :=-^ ... 

Proceeding thus, we shall, if n be a positive integer, arrive at 

the fraction -v $ the limit of which is 0. If n be a fraction, 

we shall arrive at a fraction having e* in the denominator and 
some negative power of x in the numerator, which also has 
for its limit. 

Hence the limit of -? , when x^oo,ia zero. 
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154. A remark Khould be made for the purpose of pre- 
venting a misconception of some of the results of this Chapter. 
Suppose <l>(x) and y^iai) both to vanish when w = a, and that 
<l>(a) =^ while ylr'(a) is finite. We say then^ that when a; = a, 

the limit of tV4 = the limit of -j- A-; , 

meaning that each side of the equation vanishes. It does not 
foUow necessarily that 

,; i -5- , A ; has unity for its limit 
ir{x) it{x) ^ 

For example, let ^ (a?) = x\ -^ {x) = sin a?> 
ttett ^'(a?) « 2x, '^'{x) = oosa?. 

When X approaches the limit zero, we can infer that, since 

jir^ approaches zero, so also does^;^. But it is obviously 

not true that the limit of 

a? 2a? - a^ cos a? . 

^' ^^ o^or.^ ^ umty; 



sma; cos a; 2a;sma^ 

the limit is in fact ^. 

155. It should be observed that there are examples which 
may be solved by means of the Differential Calculus, but 
which can also be solved, and sometimes more simply, by 
common algebraical transformations. For instance, 

when x^a takes the form - . Put x^sa + h, and the fraction 
becomes 

. Of I, • 

A^(2a+A)* (2a + A)*' 
and the limit, when A = 0, is 0. 

T. D. a K 
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Again, suppose we have to find the limit of 

Va;-l-f V(a?-1) 

as X approaches unity ; pi;t a? = 1 + A, and the fraction becomes 

V(A+1)-1 + VA 

Multiply both numerator and denominator by 
and we get 



or 



jhj{h+2)y{h+i)+i^jh] "' ^/(A+2)y(A+i) + i-^Al' 

and the limit of this, when A = 0, is -^ ♦ 

156. There are cases in which not only (f}{x) and -^(o?) 
vanish, but all their differential coefficients, and where, con- 

sequently, we are npt able to ascertain the limit oi Z)i • 

For suppose <l>{x) = aT", where u stands for -^, a and n being 
positive numbers, and a greater than unity: we have 
,,, » n log a. a"" 

^'(a?) = wloga.a-**|-^;^-.--s;5-|, 
and so on. 

Put - = z, and let t stand for «*; 

then <l>{x) = ^, , 

jL'ff^\ ^ wloga{nloga.g'^'^>~(n+ 1)^} ., . 



1 

I 
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also the value x = corresponds to ^= oo • But it is easy to 
see that every expression of the form 



a'' 



where a, m, n, are positive numbers^ and a greater than unitv, 
is zero when z is infinite. For if we apply to this example 
the rule for finding the value of a fraction which assumes the 

form — and differentiate r times successively, r being the 

integer next above m, we have 

«"* . . k 

the limit of -r = the limit of . , . , 
or -^ (z) 

where k is some constant, and -^ (z) a fanction of z which is 
infinite when z is infinite. Consequently, all the differential 
coefficients of <f> (x) vanish when a? = 0. 

If then we have 

where v stands for -- , and & is a positive number greater 

than unity, and v also positive, the differential coefficients of 

all orders of the two terms of the fraction vVr will vanish 

when a; =: 0, and the limit cannot be found by this method. 
In the case otv^n, the fraction becomes 



(in 



this, when a? = 0, will be or oo , according as a is greater or 
less than b. 



157. The fraction 



X 

takes the form -- when aj = 0. Put aj= - and we have ^, the 

y ^ 

limit of which, when y is infinite, is 0, by Art, 153 ; 

K2 
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^ 1 - 

— , or - X 6^" is of course infinite whon a: = 0. 

X X 

1 

6* 

Hence, — is or oo when x approaches the limit O, 
according as we suppose x negative or positiva 

158. Form x oo . 

Suppose <f>(x) atid '^{x) two functions of x, such that 
^(a) =0, and -^(a) = «> ; it is required to find the limit of 
<f> {x) yp'{x) asx approaches a. 

and as the fi'action oti the right-hand side takes the form 
- when a; = et, its limiting value may be fotmd by rules 
already given. 

2 y, atid •^(«)=taa— . 

Here ^ (a;) -^ (a;) takes the form x oo when x = a. 

Then logf2-?W^ = --L-2/. 

V aj ..2a . TTx 

cot -r— 
2a 

The limit of this when a? = a, is found by making a? =; a in 

1 1 





a 


2 


X 






mm^ — . 








a 




IT 




1 



2a . -TTj? 

sm'-r- 

2a 



2 

which gives 

IT 
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Again, o^ (log a?)", 

where m and n are positive, takes the form x oo , when a;«0 

Here , takes the form - 

1 

when a; = ; its limit is the same as that of 

fwrc 



n 



aj(loga:)"** 
which does not gssist us. 

If we assume x == 6"^, then aT (log a?)* becomes 

f- 1^* ^ • 

th^ value of this, when y is oo , js 0. See Art. 153. 

Th^ resitlt in this case should be carefully noticed, as it is 
frequently wanted in n^thematical investigations. 

^59. Forms 0^ oo ^ 1*. 

Let ^ {x) aud -^ (aj) be two functions of a?, such that when 
x^a^ thp expression 

{<^(a;)}^W 

assumes one of the forms O®, oo ', 1*; it is required to find the 
limiting value of this expression. 

Since ^ {x) = ^^^^, 

we have {^ (aj)}*<'> = e*<*»<«*<*l 

Now i/r (a;) log ^ (a?) in each of the proposed cases takes 
the form x oo , and its limiting value can be found by 
Art. 158, and thus the value of {^ (aj)}*<*> becomes known. 

For example, af , when a? = 0, takes the form 0° ; 

and a? log a? = 0, when a? = 0, (Art. 158) ; 
therefore, af = 1, when a? = 0. 
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Again, {- ) takes the form oo • when x^O; also 

(1 \ sinx 
_ j -_ g-ihlJFlOg*^ 



Now, since logo; = .xlogx; 



when aj=sO, we have 

sin a; 



= 1, 



X 

a? log a? = 0, (Art. 158), 
therefore sin a; log a? = 0, when a?-=0, 



therefore 



-1 = 1, when a? = 0. 



Again. (2-g*"^takestheforml-,whfen«=a. 

The above expression = e ao \ (^ 

t 
= e'^ when x=^d, (Art. 158). 

160. Form oo — x . 

Let ^ (aj) and yjr (a?) be two functions of x which become 
infinite when x = a, then 

<f>{ic)-ir (x) 

assumes the form x — oo ; it is required to find the value of 
the expression. 



Put 


y = ^(a?)-i/r(a;). 


then 


cv=,^(*)-^(*) 




e-^W 



e"*('^ • 
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Thus 6^ takes the form - when x^ci, and its value may be 

mvestigated by Art. 145. 
Or we may proceed thus, 

then y is infinite unless the limit of T) v ^ unity : if the 
limit of TT-T is unity, 

smce y = 7 



i>{x) 



it takes the form - • 

For example, suppose y = tan a? — sec a? ; 
then y takes the form oo — x when « = 5- . 

Also y^isxLxll-^— — j 

1 — coseca? 

cot 05 ' 

this takes the form - , and its limiting value is 

cosec^cot^ ^ 

1 — or 0. 

— cosec X 

Fix) 
161. The limit of — ^-^ when a?=QO, supposing F{x) to 



x 



F'{x) 



be then infinite, will be the same as that of — -^ , or F\x). 
See Art. 151. 
But. ^>±^ZlZM = 2r'(^ + ^A). 

If X be made to increase indefinitely the limit of the 
second member of the equation is F^{x). 
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F(x) 
Hence the limit when a? = x of — ^-^ 

X 

'^F(x + K)''F(x) 
= the limit when a? = oo of — ^^ f — . 

If for simplicity we make A = 1, we have 

the limit of ^^ = the limit of {F{x + 1) - F(x)}. 

162. The limit of {F{x)Y when x is infinite, is the same 
as that of 6 * . 

But, by Art. 161, supposing F{x) to become infinite with x, 

the limit of — — - — is the same as the limit of 

X 

\QgF{x^\)'-\ogF{x\ 
or of log—g^. 






Hence the limit when 0?= x of {F{x)]' 

= the limit of — V->/ \ • 

F{x) 

Suppose, for example, that we require the limit when x is 
infinite of \;-\ . 
By the theorem just proved the required limit 

=. the limit of ^rTfe 

\x + l of 



= the limit of [ j 

= the limit of U + - Y 

= e by Art. 16. 

163. A few remarks may be made on indeterminate frac- 
tions involving more than one variable. 
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A function of two variables may tako the form - , either 

when one of the variables remains undetermined and the 
other has a particular value, or when both receive particular 
values. 

As an example of the first case, suppose 



-2r = 



y(^-a) + (aj-a)" 



if we make a; =? a we h^ilve « = ^ > whatever y may be. But 

by removing the factor so^a from the nun^erator and deno- 
minator of z, we have 

(J (a; + a) 

y + x-^a ' 
Hence, when o' » ai we have 

This case is very simple, and whenever it occurs the ap- 
plication of the preceding rules will give the limiting value 
towards which » approach^ as x approaches its limit. 

As an exan^pl^ of the second case, suppose 

__ c (a: -r a) 

This fraction takes the toxm x when a? = a and y = J, and 

is really i^det^i^Dainate. For suppose y — i = m (a? — a), then 

c 
m 

Hence the value of 2^ is ii^detem^ii^ate, for x and y being 
independent w may have any value we please. 

164. It may happen that the values which such a function 
assumes, although mfinite in number, are confined within 
certain limits. For example, suppose 

c{x-a){y-h) 
^-(a,-a)*+(y-6)»- 
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Assume y — b^m{x^a); 

cm 



therefore z » 



m 



Here the greatest value of « is when m = 1, and z always 

lies between - and — - . 

2 2 

165. We give two more examples. 

this takes the form - whenf a? = a and i/ = J. 

^ 

Put x — a^h and y—h^k; 

therefore ^^F+dT'" 

If now we assume k = -4A*, we have 

A^' + c^^A"^ 

and, according to the different hypotheses we make respecting 
a, m, p, ..., we shall obtain for z finite, infinite, or zero 
values. 

2nd. Let.^-^^:4^^y— ^^^ 

If a? = a, and y = a, this takes the form - . Put a + h and 

a + A; for a? and y respectively ; we shall have 

(A - Jfc) g* + & (g + A)^ - A (g + ;k) ^ 
^'" {h-k)kh 

If we expand (^ + A)* and (rt + i)*, and make some 
reductions, we obtain 

n(n~l) ^^ ^(^-l)(^--2) «-./L , 7,N , 
^--^-y-g + j-^:^^ g (A + A;) + ... 
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Hence, patting h and k each zero, we have 

n>-l) 
1.2 

f 

This result may also be found by examining the limit 
towards which z tends as x approaches y, and then the limit 
towards which this result tends as y approaches a. 

The next Article must be omitted until the student has 
read Chapter XL 

166. Genefsllly, if z « vf ' % , andl both numerator and 

denominator of z vanish for certain values of x and y, the 
value of z is rie'ally indeterminate, aiid in fact depends upon 
the arbitrary relation we choose to establish between x and y. 
Suppose that x^a,y==h, aref the values which make z assume 

the form - ; and assume that y^yjr (a?), where y^ (x) is any 

function the value of which is b when aj = a. 

Thus the nunlerator and dencnninatcfr of z become func- 
tions of X only ; and by previous rules for ascertaining the 

value of a fraction whi6h takes the fotm - , We have 

X being put = a and y = J after the differentiations are per- 
formed. This value is indetetminate, since '^'(x) is a function 
which is quite arbitrary. 




But if (J-j and (-r- j both vanish, 

or if (J-j and f-T-j both vanish, 

then the value of z becomes determinate. 
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The value of 2; is also determinate if 

\dx/ _ \dy) 

'(dF\^ (dF\ 
\dx) \dy) 

« (D-. ©-. (D-«. ©-«• 

then proceeding to a second differentiation we h^ve 

which is generally indeterminate, sjnce -^ (a?) is an s^rhitrary 
function. 

Example %. Suppose 

log a: + logy j^ 



wh,en a? ac 1^ 
when y = It 



therefore ^-^M^^. 

which is really indeterpunate, and piay assume any value 
between + 00 aud — 00 . 

Example 2. Suppose 

^^ (a?^l)* + y*-l 

(a;^-l)*-y+r 

Here z takes the form - when a? = 1 and y = 1. 
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-Also then ( -/ 1 = and ( -7- ; = 0. 

\CLXj \(lx/ 



9 

Hence z has a determinate value, namely, — . 

Examples. Suppose g= ^ . '!^ ' 
Here, when a? = and y = 0, we have 

©-«. (D-o. ©-». (f)-«. 



and iS 






(i+«r 



i-say. 



l + tt' 

Here the value of « is indeterminate ; but it will be found 

that it is confined between the limits and 2, as may be 

2u 
shewn by writing the firaction just given in the form 1 += 5, 

1+M 

remembering that j is never greater than unity. 

167. In solving examples on this Chapter there are 
various considerations which will abbreviate the labour of the 
operations, as will be seen in the following case. 

Find the value of % a+«' + ^) +log(l-^+»') 

sec X — cos X 

when a? = 0. 

The proposed expression takes the form - when as = 0. If 

we proceed in the ordinary way, we shall find after reduction 
that the diflferential coefficient of the numerator is 

2a; + 4a^ 
l + o^+a;*' 

and that the differential coefficient of the denominator is 

sina? . . 

— 2^ + sma:. : - 
cos a? 
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# 

Thus we obtain again the form -, and we may continue in 

the ordinary way the process of evaluation. We may how- 
ever obtain the result more easily by arranging the fraction 
we have now to evaluate thus : 

2 (1 + 2ar*) cos* x x 



(1 +aJ* + a;*) (l + cos*a?) sin a?' 

Here the first factor is not indeterminate when £b = 0; its 

value is then unity. The second factor takes the form - , 

and its limiting value is known to be unity. Thus unity is 
the required limiting value of the original expression. 

Or the original expression may be evaluated in the follow- 
ing manner. It may be put in the form 

cos X log (1 + fl?" + X*) 

8Ui X 

Now COS a? = 1 when a? = ; we need not then pay any atten* 
tion to this factor^ but consider that we have to evaluate 

log (1 + a?* + a?^) 
sin* a; 

when a? = 0; and we may proceed in the usual way to dif- 
ferentiate the numerator and denominator. Or if we are 
allowed to use the results of the expansions of functions we 
have 

log{l+a? + x^) ^ a? + x^-'^{a?+xy + l{a^ + xy''... 



(oJ-g +...)" 



B55 1 when a « Ot 
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EXAMPLES. 

Find the limits of the following functions : 

1. -^-z , when a = 1. Eeault 1. 
a?— 1 

2. -i — . , when x — 1. Result - . 



a? — 1 



n 



e^ — e^ 
3. —7 , a? » 0. Besult 2. 



sin a; 

4. : , 05 = 0. Besult 2. 

a? — sina? 

* —1 •• 

5. --p: — rs— , 05 = 0. Besult -^ - , 

(sma?)' 6 

6. , «j = 0. Eeault log 7 

•17 

^ tana? — a? ^ t> 7 ^^ 

7. : — , a: = 0. lieault 2. 

a? — sin a? 

^ a? — sin a? -, ,1 

8. 3 — , Xr=0. Beault - . 

ar 6 

n sin 3a? .. u 7* ^ 

a? — - sin 2a; 

1 — V(2^""^) 
1 X 

11. T , , a? = 1. Eeault — 1. 

log a? log a? 

e'-2cosa; + «-' ^^^^ _g^^^ 2^ 

a?sma; ' 

^^ sin2a? + 28in'a? — 2sina5 . r> 7^ ^ 

l3. a , a? = 0. Eeault 4 

cos X — COS a? 
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15. 



16. 



17. 



18. 



22. 



23. 



25. 



TT 



14 ajtanx— — secx, 
(a; -2) 6*4- a? + 2 



(6* - 1)» 

a ;*+3a?'~7a^~27a;-18 

:*-3a;'-7a;*+27a;-18' 



0? 



g; V(3a; — 2a;*) — xljx 

ai,l + (a;-l)V 
(aj»-l)*-a?+r 



TT 

a; =« — . 
2 


ResuU - 1. 


aj = 0. 


Result -z . 
b 


a? = 3. 


-B^?e 10 


* = -3. 


Result — . 


a?= 1. 


Result ~ . 
^0 


a?= 1. 


3 

Result — - . 



m sin a? — sin ma? _ t> 7^ ^ 

20. —7 X, aj = 0. Result-^. 

X (cos a? — cos mx) o 

a^ 2 

21. , a? = 0. • Result — ^ .• 

1 — cos TKIX wi 



siQ(a+a;)-8m(a^a;) ^^^ EesuU-ooto.. 

cos (a + a;) - cos (a — a;) 

tan wa;-fi tang ^^^ Results. . 

n sin a; — sin nx 



24j. .^^ i ^ , aj = a. ResuU-— -- 



V3+1' 



/p + cos2a:.-singN /TT-^y ^^ JZe^uft^j 
"^^^ V Usm2a; + a:cosa?; \,2sm2ajr 2 "4 

27. .2'sin^, . a;=:oo. Resulta. 
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28.. (a'-l)ic, a? = oo. BeauU logo. 

29. (- + l), aj=oo. Result e\ 

30. — 7 7 , )' (1) Jietfuft 1. 

tan 7t^ — tan 972^ (2) m = n. ^ 

(2) Result n*"* (n cos na; — sin nx) cos' nar. 

31. /^H- ^ j , a? = X . -Re«uZ^ 1. 

1 

/tanic\* -n 1 

. ( 1, fl? = 0. £esu2M. 

33. (^r, ^«0. i?e5ttZ<A 



1 



M. 


1 hixix iiu y 
\ X J ^ 


a? = 0. 


Result 00 • 


35. 


n 

(cos mx)*. 


a; = 0. 


Result 1. • 


36. 


n 

(cos wx)'*, 


a; = 0. 




37. 


n 

(cos mx)^, 

m 


ar = 0. 


.SesuZe 0. 


38. 


a;' (cot a?)* + sin a? 

• 


a:=0. 


Result 2. 



39. (^-O^-fK + O, ,.0. BesuH-l 

X 



40 * V \- -/ 


vy 


aj = 0. 


41. (sin a;)**"* 






,^ V.2 — sinar— cojsar 
log sin 2a? ^ 


} 


TT 

«: = -. 


T. D. C, 







Result 1. 
Result 1. 

I. 



146 EXAMPLES OF INDETEBMINATE FORMS. 

48. V(a'-a').cot|J^^^^)|, a? = a. Result^, 
44. (1 — a?) tan — , a? = 1. Result - , 



1 



2 ' TT 

45. a?^^, fl? s= 1, Result - . 

e 

46. a*"*, a; = 0. Result 0. 

sec — 

47. ^ /t sa a? = 1. -Be^uft oo . 

log (1 —'X)* 

1 

48. (^aj'«+5aj""^..+Jlfa? + JV^)'; a?=cx). Result \. 

49. liog2^ + ^ + W(«^.+ ^^ + a^)^ ,^0. 
Va? 6 + 2v(gw3) 

2 
iZe^wZ* T [sfifl + J) — V<»}- 

_; cosoj^ — cosa^ -. 7, sino^e'^ 



.» 



«f + 



'»« (^) 



52. — , aj = 0. JS€5wZ^--A. 

tan a? — a? 

e* sin a; — e" {sin a + ^2 (a; — a) cos (a — \'ir)] _ 

e^— 6 (aj+l — a) 

Result 2 cos a. 
11 1 

54. (-* 2 1 , a? = X . itoMft a^a,... a^ 

^^ (a? + sinaj — 4sinAa;)* ^ r» ?. 128 

(3 + cos a? — 4 cos \xy 81 



KTAMPLRS OF IKDETEBKINATE FOUMS. 147 



66. Jtl«±l a = 00. Sesuhl. 



sin* {x — 1) 

58. Shew that when x is infinite —^ is infinite or zero, 

ft* 

according as fit is greater or less than n ; a and d being 
both greater than unity. 

59. Shew that when x is infinite 

60. If u VM = tan-» ^ + log j^ + V^l + ^)l , shew 

2a 1 du of t 11 

that M = — and -7- =— r-o when a? = : and that tt = 
c oo? 2c 

and T- = when « — 00 . 

00? 



L2 



I 



( 1^8 ) 



CHAPTER XL 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A FUNCTION OF FUNCTIONS 

AND OF IMPLICIT FUNCTIONS. 

168. Suppose u a function of y and z, and t/ and z thein- 

selves functions of x^ it is required to find -j- . This of course 

might be obtained by substituting in u for y and z their values 
in terms of a?, by which substitution u becomes an explicit 

function of x, and -r- can be found by previous inethods. 

du 
But it is often convenient to have a rule which gives -j- 

without requiring the substitution for y and z. To this rule 
we proceed. 

169. Suppose t* = ^ (y, «)> 

where y and z are both functions of x. Let a? become x + Ax, 
and in consequence let y, z, and u, become respectively y + Ay, 
z + Az, and u + Am. Then 

. Aw = ^(y + Ay, «+A«)-^(y, z) 

==<l>{y + Ay, z + Az)'-<l>(^,z+Az) + i}>{y, z+Az) -ip{y,z) ; 

therefore ^^^ ^(y + ^y> ^ + ^^)~^(y> g + ^^) ^ 
Ax Ay Ax 

^(y, z + Az)-^(y,z) Az 
■^ Az Ax* 

Now let Ax and consequently Ay, A;?, and Am, diminish 
without limit ; then 



Differential coefficient. 149 

the linut of -r— IS J * 
ulX ax 

the limit of -r^ is -^ , 

the limit of x— is -r- • 
Aw ax 

The Umit of »(y. ^ + A.) -^(y. *) -^ ^^e diflFerential 

Az 

coefficient of ^ (y, «) or u, -with respect to «, taken on the 

supposition that z is the only vaiiable ; and may therefore be 

denoted by -^ . 

The limit of 4>{y+i^V.z + ^z)-<|>{y,z + ^z) .^ 

Ay ' 

did not change, be the differential coefficient of ^ (y, « + A«) 
with respect to y. But as A2 diminishes without limit with 
Ay, the limit is the differential coefficient of (y, «), with 
respect to y, ixiken on the supposition that y is the only 
variable. 

We have then finally 

du _^dudy du dz 

dx dy dx dz dx* 

du 
170. In this result ,- denotes, as stated, "the differential 

ay 

coefficient of u, taken with respect to y, supposing y alone to 
vary" It is not impossible that the reader may be inclined 
to say, " But y and z being both functions of ar, if y varies, 
z mnst vary too, how then can I make the supposition that 
y alone varies?" His own further reflexion will probably 
remove the difficulty, if such it be. Should he however be 
unable to satisfy himself, it may be suggested to him that 
we do not make the supposition that y alone varies as a 
final supposition. We allow for the variation of both y and 
Zy but it is convenient for our purpose to consider these varia- 
tions one at a time. 

It is usual to write f i- j and ( -7- j , instead of ^- and^^ , 

the brackets serving to remind us of the suppositions to be 
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made in finding the values of these differential coeflScients, 
Hence the above equation should be written 



du __ fdu\ dy /du\ dz 
dx ^ \dy) dx \3zJ dx ' 



(: 



Of course the brackets mat/ be omitted, and indeed frequently 
are omitted, provided we can feel certain of remembering the 
conditions which they are designed to express. The beginner 
will do well to use them, although as he advances in tlie 
subject he may be able to dispense with them. 

171. For example, let t* = «* + y' + zy, 

z = sin a?, 

du\ 

dz 

T- = COS X : 

dx 

d\i 
therefore -7- = (3y* + «) er* + (22 + y) cos x 

= (36^ + sin a?) e* + (2 sin a: + e*) cos x 

= 36**+ ^ (sin X + cos x) + sin 2x ; 

and this value is of course precisely what we obtain if we 
substitute in w for y and z their values in terms of x, thus 
obtaining w = e** + 6^ sin a? + sin' a?, and then differentiate with 
respect to x. 

172. An important case of the general proposition is 

dz 
obtained by supposing « = a; so that jt = !• ^^ have then 



dM 
dx 



_ fdvi\ dy /du\ 
"" \dy/ dx \dx) * 
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Here we caimot dispense with the brackets or some equi* 
valent notation, f -pj denoting whoX would be the differential 
coefficient of u with respect to a;, if y were not a function 
of X, and ^ denoting the actual differential coefficient of u 
with respect to x, when y is & function of x. 
173. For example, let u = tan"' (xy). 



(du\ _ X 



dx""^' 

therefore S^'IW 

_ e*(l + a?) 
"" l + aj"e'^' 

which of course is what we obtain if we differentiate tan"* {x^ 
with respect to x. 

174. Suppose w = ^ (t?, y, ^) where v, y, z, are each funo 
tions of x. We have, as before, 

Att = ^ (t; + Av, y + Ay, ^ + Lz) -if>{v, y, ^) 

= ^ (r + At?, y + Ay, « + A«) - 6 (v, y + Ay, « + A«) 
+ ^(t?, y + Ay, « + A«)-^(t?, y, « + A«) 
+ ^ (v, y, « + A«) - (v, y, «) ; 
Att ^(t? + ATy, y + Ay, z + Az)'-<f)(v, y + Ay, ^ + Ag) Ay 
Aa5^ At; A» 

<^(t?,y + Ay, g + Ag)-<^fa y, z + £iz) Ay 
"*" Ay Aaj 

<fi(t?,y,g + A^)~<^(t;, y, g) A* ^ 
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Proceeding to the limit, we obtain 

du ^ /dtt\ dv ' /du\ dy fdu\ dz 
dx^ \dv/ dx \dyj dx \dzl dx' 

The process may be extended to the case in which u involves 
more than three functions of x, 

' 175. Examples may occur more complicated in appear- 
ance, but essentially involving the same principles as those 
of the preceding Articles. Suppose for instance 

u = (fi(v, y, z, x), 

v = ylr{y,z,x), 

z^F{x), 

so that u could, by performing the requisite substitutions, be 
made an explicit function of x : it is required to express the 
differential coefficient of u with respect to x, without pre- 
viously making these substitutions. 

du __ fdu\ dv /du\ dy fdu\ dz (du\ 
dx \dv) dx \dy) dx \da) dx \dx) ' 



dv __ /dv\ dy /dv\ dz /dv\ 
dx "" \dyj dx \dzj dx \dx) * 



dx '^ ^ ^' dx 



=-s-(S){(|)/'(-)-©^<')HS} 

176. The same suppositions being made as in Art. 169, 
it is required to express ^ . We have 

du __ /du\ dy fdu\ dz 
dx ~ \dyj dx \dzj dx' 
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Now (^- ] is itself a function of y and z. If we denote it 
by t; its differential coefficient with respect to x will be 

/dvi\ dy /dv\ dz^ 
\dyj3i^\dz)dx' 
which may be written 



/d^u\ dy f ^u\ dz 



c 



^dz dy) dx * 
The differential coefficient of -^ with respect to a; is ^ 

Proceeding in the same way with the term 

'du\ dz 

and remembering, (Art. 134), that 

\dzdy) \dy dz) ' 
we have 

^ = (^\ /'^V J- 9 ( ^^\ dy^dz (d}u\ fdz\* 
d^ W)\dx) '^\(iydz)dx^'^[dzy[di) 



fd^ ^y /du\ cPz 
'^\d^)d^'^\^)d^' 



dz , d^z 



ra. 



It z^ X, we have ;p = i» -r^ = ; thus 



iji?'~W)\dx)'^ \dydx) dx'^\da?)'^\dy) do^' 



177. Hitherto in this Chapter we have given methods 
which, although often convenient, are not absolutely necea-- 
mry, as in all cases, by effecting the required substitutions, 
we may obtain an explicit function of x, and differentiate it 
hj known rules. But the case we now consider is one in 
which a new method is frequently indispensable. 

Let <f>{x,y)=^0 be an equation connecting the variables x 
and y: it is required to find -^^ . If the given equation can 
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be solved so as to give y in terms of x, say y = '^(x), then the 
differential coeflScient of y with respect to 4r can be found by 
previous rules. If x can be expressed in terms of y, we can 

determine ^- and then -^, since -y- X -,- = 1. But as it is 
ay ax ay ax 

often difficult, and sometimes impossible, to solve the given 
equation, it is necessary to investigate a rule for finding -^ - 

which does not require this operation. 

Put u for ^ (a?, y\ From the given equation y is some 
definite function of x ; hence 



\dyl dx \dx) 



is, by Art. 172, the differential coefficient of u with respect to 
x. But u is always zero, and therefore so also is its differential 
coefficient with respect to x. Hence 



therefore 



\dyj dx \dx) * 

dy _ \dx) 
dx /du\ ' 



178. This important result may also be obtained thus, 
which is in effect combining into one Article portions of the 
preceding pages. Let 

4> («> y) = ^• 

Suppose X to become x + Ao? and y to become y + Ay, so that 

^(a; + Aic, y + ^y) =0. 
Hence ^ (a? + Aa?, y + Ay) — ^ {x, y) =^0, 

and (f) (a?+ Aa?, y+^y) -^(a;+Aa?, y)+<j>{x-rAx, y) -^ {x, y)=0. 
Divide by Ax, and we have 

^(a?+Aa;, y+Ay)-<^(a;+Aa;, y) Ay <^ (a?+ Aa?, y)~<^ (a;, y) ^ ^ 

Ay Ax Ax 

This equation, being always true, remains so when Ax and 
Ay are diminished indefinitely. 
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The Umit of ^ (^ + ^' P) ' <l> (^' V) ^^en Ax diminiehes. 

Ax ' * 

is the differential coeflScient of <f> {x, y) with respect to Xj 

formed on the mppoaition that x alone varies, and if we put u 

for (f) {x, y)y this limit may be denoted by { -7- ] . 

The limit of <^(^ + Aa:,y+Ay)-.<^(a:.fAa.,y) .^ 

Ay 
Ax remained constant, be the differential coefficient of 
j>[x+ Ax, y) with respect to y, formed on the supposition that 
y alone varies. But as Ax diminishes without limit when 
Ay does so, the limit is the differential coefficient of u with 
respect to y, formed on the supposition that y alone varies. 

It may be denoted by (^) . 

The limit of -r^ is j^. Hence finally 

Ax ax '' 

\dy) dx \dx) 

179. For example, suppose ay + 5V — aV = 0. 
Heref t* ^ ay + 6 V -. aV, 



(: 






therefore d^y -^ + 6*jr = 0, 



dx 



therefore 



$^=-^ (1). 

dx ay 



Since y = - V(^' — ^*) fro™^ ^'^ given equation, we obtain 
a 

directly 

^y ^ ^^ (2V 

dx a^{a*-x')' ^^ 

When in (1) we substitute the value of y in terms of a?, 
the result agrees with (2). 
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In this case we can verify our new rule, by comparing its 
results with those previously found. In more complex 
examples, such as 

0?' — a^ofy + ho?}^ — y* = 0, 

fill 
we can find -^ only by the new method ; 

putting u for of — asfy + hofy^ — y", we have 

(^) ~ ^'^* "" ^^^ ^ ^bxy\ 

therefore ^ = hx*-^^aa?y + ^hxf ^ 

dx 5y^-'2ba?y-\'ax* 

180. We shall now investigate the second diflferential 
coeflScient of an implicit function. 

From the equation 

tt or ^ (a?, y) = 0, 

dx fdu\ 

d*y 
it is required to find -— . 

(J \ 
-T-] being a function of both x and y, 

its differential coefficient with respect to x must be found bv 

Art. 172. If we put v for (-z-j , the required diflferential 

coefficient will be 



'du\ 
we have deduced :r^~""'TrT (^)- 



\ayj dx \dxj 

Similarly, denoting ^^J by w, we have for its diflferential 

coefficient with respect to x, 

/dw\ dy fdw\ 
\dy)di'^\di)* 
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Hence, from (1), 



d*y_ \\dy/ dx \dxj} }\dy) dx \dx)) 



^dwW 

^ ;? (2)- 



Now 



(dv\ _ (d*u\ 
[dwJ^WJ' 



the latter symbol denoting that u is to be differentiated twice 
with respect to a;, on the supposition that x alone varies; also 



/dv\ _ f d^u \ 
\dy) "" \dy dx) ' 



the latter symbol* denoting that u is to be differentiated with 
respect to x, supposing x alone to vary, and the result with 
respect to y, supposing y alone to vary. Similarly 

fdw\ _ / d*u \ 
\dx)''\dxdy)' 

(dw\ _ /d*u\ 

Hence, substituting in (2), -we have 

d*y \dy} )\dydx) cfe "^ \d3?)) \dil \w} di "*" \dxdy)) 
da? ~ /du\* 

(3). 

If we substitute in (3) the value of ^ given by (l),.we 

d*y \d^J \dy) ~^\dw dy) \dx) \dy) ^ W) W/ u\ 



fduY 
W 



it follows that 
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181. This result may also be found from Art. 176, by 

supposing w = always, and therefore -7-1 = 0; or indepea- 

dejitly thus. 

From w = 

(|)lHs)-» (■)■ 

' Denote this result for the sake of shortness by 

(l)^©-» (^)' 

which result, expressed in terms of w, is 

as -^ is already known, this equation will furnish -^f . 

Equation (1) is frequently called the ** first derived equa- 
tion," or ** the differential equation of the first order ;" and 
equation (3) is called " the second derived equation," or the 
" differential equation of the second order ;" the equation w = 
being called the " primitive equation." 

182. Should the reader succeed in correctly deducing for 
himself the important equation (3) of the last Article, he may 
omit the next two Articles, as it seems unnecessary to direct 
his attention to diflSculties he might have felt, or mistakes he 
wight have made. If however he has failed in his attempts, 
he may compare his process with the following. 

In (1), put jp for -^ , so that v stands for 

\dyj ^ \dxj 

Hence if) = (/^) 1> + (f") (f) + (g) . 
\dxj \axay/^ \dyj \dxj xdmrj 

\dyJ - Wj ^ W \dy) \dy dx) • 
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Thus (2) becomes 

{©^■^(|)(l)-»-(|Si)}^ 

or 

this simplification we obtain the required result. 
A very common mistake is to omit the brackets in 

Qp+ ®' """^ *^"'' ® '' '"'"^'' ^' '^^ *^^™ 

remains a superfluous term, namely -, - , or as it has perhaps 
been written by the student, t—K- . 

183. In Art. 182 we proceeded very strictly according to 
the literal requirements of the rule involved in equation (2) of 
Art 181. We might have reasoned thus. 

We have merely to express symbolically the fact, that the 
differential coeflficient of 

(du\ dy fdu\ 
dy) dx \dx) 

with respect to a; is zero. 



Now the differential coefficient of (-7- ) with respect to no 



18 



f d^u \ /dPu\ dy 
\dxdy)'^\dp)^' 



and the differential coefficient of -^ with respect to d? is t^ • 
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Hence the differential coefficient of (t-J t^ is 

SdaedyJ^XdyV dx) dx^\dy) dx' "^'' 

Also the differential coefficient of ( -5- ) is 

f_^\ di r^\ .,, 

\dydx) dx^\d3?) * '^''' 

Collecting the terms in (1) and (2), we have 

\dxV \dx ay J dx \difj \dxj \dyj daf 

184. It 18 not necessary to proceed further with the 
successive diflferential coeflSicients of implicit functions, as the 
equations become too complicated to be often used. The 
reader may, as an exercise, obtain the following result frona 
equation (3) of Art. 181, by either of the methods we have 
used in Arts. 182 and 183 : 

\dxV "^ Wdy) dx^ \dxdyV \dx) "^ U// V^i/ 



+ 3 



{( d*u \ fcPu\ dy\ d?y fdu\ ^_^ 
X^dxdyl ■*" \dyV d^ da? ^ [dyj dx' *" "* 



We may observe that it is often found convenient to use a 
certain abbreviated notation for partial diflferential coeflScients. 
Thus ii<f>{x,y) be any function of a; and y, any partial diflferential 
coeflficient of the function may be indicated by the letter <f>, 
with accents above corresponding to the number of diflferen- 
tiations with respect to x, and with accents below correspond- 
ing to the number of diflferentiations with respect to y. For 



pie, (f)" will indicate ( }j ) > ^^d ^/ '^iU indicate 
/d*<f> (x, y)\ , 

^We may also use y' for -^, and y" for ^, and so on. 
Thus with the present notation the equations (1) and (3) of 



I 
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Art 181, and the equaidon which maj be obtained from (3) 
will be expressed respectirely as follows : 

f '+ z<t>.y+ Hjy" + <f>,,r + 3 {<f>:+ ^„jo f+ <i>.i/" = o. 

185* Sappose the tivo equations 

/(», y, «) = 0, 

exist simultaneously, in which x is the independent variable 
and y and z dependent variables. From the two given equa- 
tions we may eliminate z, and thus find an equation connect- 
ing y and x. Hence ^ may be determined. Again^ from 
the two given equations we may eliminate y, and thus find 
an equation connecting z and x, whence -r- may be deter- 
mined In cases where the elimination is tedious or imprac* 
ticable we may proceed thus. 

Let u denote f{x, y, z) and v denote F[xy y, z). Since y 
and z are functions of a?, the differential coefficient of u with 
respect to a? is, by Arts. 172 and 174, 

(du\ (du\ dy (du\ dz ^ 
dxj \dy) dx \dz) dx* 

and since tt always = 0, we have 

'-(Mh^t^m «• 

from which we find 

/du\ /dv\ _ /dv\ /du\ 
dy \dx) \dz) \4x) [dzj .. 

dx^ (du\ fdv\ _ fdv\ fdu\ * ^ '* 

\dy) \dz) [dy) [dz) 



+ 2 



+ 2 
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fdv\ fdM\ fdu\ fdv\ 

dz^ \dx) \dy) \dx) \3yJ .^v 

5^"" /dv\ /du\ fdu\ /*A ^ ^' 

[dij \dy) ^ \dz) \dy) 

186. By differentiating equations (1), (2) of the last Article 
with respect to x, we obtain 

fd^\ ^^ / d% \ dyi^^ fd%\ d^ ^ /^\ /%Y 
\ddf) \dxdyl dx \dxdz) dx \dy^)\dx) 

f d^u \ dy^ dz fd^u\ fdz\^ /du\ tpy /du\ d'g_ 
\dfdi)didi'^[d?)\d^) '^\^)da?'^\dz)d^~'^' 

\dar/ \dxdyl dx \dxdzj dx \dy J \dxj 

f d*v \ dy^dz^ (^\ fdzV fdv\ ^ (dv\ d^ _^ 
\Sfdi)dxdx'^W) \dx) ■*■ [dyjda^ "*" [dzj da?"^' 

From these equations we can deduce -rK and -r-^ , which 

may also be found by differentiating equations (3) and (4) of 
the preceding Article. 

187. Suppose we have n equations connecting n + 1 vari- 
ables X, y, Zy t. Let the equations be 

F^ {x, y, 0,' ...... t) = 0, say u^ = 0, 

"^i {^> yy ^y = ^> say w, = 0, 

K{^>yyZ> <) = 0, say ttn = 0. 

From these equations all the variables but one may be 
considered functions of that one. If x be the independent 
variable, we have by differentiation, as in Art. 185, 

^t^y|^^^|du^dz + fe)|i, 

\dxj \dyjdx \dzjdx \dtj dx' 

\dxj \dyj dx \dzj dx \dtJdx* 
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from which n equations we can determine the n quantities 

dy dz dt 

dx' dx* dx' 

188. Suppose if> (a?, y, «) = to be the only equation con- 
necting three variables, so that z may be considered an im- 
plicit function of the two independent variables x and y : it 

is required to find -^ and -^ . 

dx dy 

dz , 
By -T- is meant the dififerential coefficient of z with respect 

dz . . 

to X, supposing^ constant, and by -r- the differential coefficient 

of z with respect to y supposing x constant. Theoreticallj 
we may from the given equation find the value of z in terms 
of w and y and then effect the differentiation by common 
rales; (see Art 131). But to avoid the difficulty of solving 
the given equation we adopt another method. Suppose y 
constant, so that we have two variables x and z, and let u 
stand for <f>{x, y, z), then by Art. 178 



©+©£-» c')^ 



where (-r-j stands for the differential coefficient of u taken 

on the supposition that x alone varies, and f -r-j for the dif- 
ferential coefficient of u taken on the supposition that z alone 
varies. Similarly 

(|)-(l)fr» «■ 

dz dz 

Equations (1) and (2) determine -5- and ^ . 

We may determine ^ and j^ by the method of Art. 180, 

M 2 
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or by that of Art. 181. If we adopt the latter method^ the 
two equations we obtain are 

(d^u\ f d*u \ dz (d^\ /&y (du\ d^z _ 
\da?)'^^\dxdz)'^^\ds?)\dx) ■*'U«^^'"' ' 

(d%\ .^(^^\dz fd^\ fdzV [du\ d^z _ 

W)'^^\dydz) dy'^W)\Ay) "*'V&;^~^- 

d^z 
We can obtain an equation for finding , , by diflFeren- 

tiating (1) with respect to y, or by diflferentiating (2) with 
respect to x. We thus deduce 

/ d^u \ / d^u \ dz^.f d*u \dz^ , fd^u\ dz dz 
\dxdyj \dzdx) dy \dzdy) dx \dz^Jdydx 

^(du\ d^z ^^ 
\dzj dydx 

189. Suppose we have two equations connecting four 
variables; for example, 

f{v,x,y,z)=0, say ^^ = 0, 

F{v, X, y, «) = 0, say w, = ; 

from these equations v and z may be considered functions 
of the independent variables x and y. If we eliminate v we 

obtain an equation connecting «, re, and y, so that -i- and -j- 
may be obtained by the preceding Article; and similarly 
if we eliminate z we may find -j- and -^- . Or we may pro- 
ceed thus: from the equation Wj = we deduce, by Art. 174, 

(da\ fdAx\ do fdu\ dz_ 
\dx)^\dv) dx'^Kdz) dx"^' 

and from the equation m, = we deduce 

(du^ fdu^\ do (du\ dz ^ 

from which -v- and -5- can be found. 
dx dx 
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Similaxly, from w^ = and v, = we deduce 

( duA (du\ dv /(f«A dz ^ 

\rfy/ \dv)dy Kdzjdy^ ' 

* 

from which ^- and -?- can be found. 
dy dy 

In such equations as those in the present Article it is 

.^ df df dF X J X ^^x 

very common to write -f- , -^, -^j ..., to denote -t-* , 

^' ~dy' ••• 

190. If values of x and y which satisfy an equation i» = 
involving x and y, also make (-r-j and (-j-j vanish, then 




the limit of 



^ , which = — •-^-— , assumes the indeterminate form -^ . 
If we apply the method of Art. 145, we have 

(—\ (^\ 4. ( ^^\ ^y 

\dx) .1 T .J. J. v<fa?/ \dxdy) d^ 
^ = thehmitof- ^^^^-^y^^^ , 

the numerator and denominator of the second fraction being 
respectively the differential coefficient of (-7-) and of (3-) 
with respect to a?. 

"We have then 

fcPu\ f d'u \ dy 

dy \dixfj. \dxdy) dx ,^. 

dx" ' '^" "^ /'J'-A 'Z-' ^ ;. 



/ (ftf \ /d*M\ dy 
\dxdy) \dt^J dx 
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In this expression we must substitute in ( j^J , (^^^) » 
and (;^J , the values of a? and^ under consideration, and thus 
we obtain a quadratic for finding -~ . This quadratic is 

' equation (2) agrees with equation (3) of Art. 181, remem- 
bering that by hypothesis f — J = 0. 

191. Should the values of x and y we are considering in 
addition to making w = 0, ( -^^ j = 0, ( ^ ) = 0> ^^ make 

©)-»• {$}-'■ (^)-». "- *• '"»« »' I 

given in equation (1) of the preceding Article also takes the 
form -. Hence, applying again the rule for findiDg the 
limit of such a fraction, we have 

dy _ Kfihd^J \da?dy)dx Kdxdjf/Kdx) \dxdy) cLa? . . 
^""-/ d^u N , o/ ^^ \ dy (d^u\(dyV . (d'uXiTy*'^ >' 
' Kdx'dy) "^ "" \dxdfJ dx ^ \dyV \dx) "^ \df) d^ 

Since f , , j and i-fi) vanish, we obtain from (1) 

w) fe) ^ ^ fe^) fe) ■*■ ^ \d^ Tx "^ w)"^-^^^' 

where in all the differential coeflScients of u we must sub- 
stitute the values of x and y under, consideration, giving a 

cubic equation to determine ■—■ . Compare Art. 184 
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It must be observed that this method is liable to an 

objection. We assume that , , ^-^ and -5-5 -3-^ vanish 

dxdydx ^^^ ^ 

because in each case one factor vanishes ; if however -^ be 

injlntte, it does not follow necessarily that , ■ , -^^ and 

d^u d^v 

-7-5 t4 vanish. See Art. 380. 

192. Example. y* + 3ay-4a*iry-aV = 0, or w = 0. 

Here (£)="" ^^'^ "" ^'''^' 

therefore ^ = 4aV-f2a'a; ^ 2«'y + ^'^ 

ci» 4^* + 6a*y - 4a"aj 2y* + 3a'y - 2a"a? * 

Here ^ = 0, y = 0, satisfy w = 0, and make ^r assume the 

form - . 
Differentiate both numerator and denominator, and we have 



^ = tlie limit of— ^ 

(63^ + 3a')g-2a» 



-^ = the umit of i 



2I+1 

J ultimately. 

3^-2 



therefore -ir = — o — • 
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Again, suppose aj^—hsfy-^- a;*= to be the given equation. 
Then (g) = 40^-2%; 



©=^«^ 



^, - dy ^ — 2 Ja?y 

therefore -^ = -5—5 — r— % . 

dx oar — Say 

This value of ^ takes the form - when a? and y vanish. 

ax *^ 

Hence, differentiating the numerator and denominator, we 

iiave 

, 12a?" - 2Jy - 2 Ja: T^ 

2bx^Qay£ 
when X and y are made = 0. 

Again, we have the form - . Hence, dififerentiating again, 

, 24x-4i|-2Ja,g 
ay ax Oxr 

X and y being made each = 0. Thus a^swming that x ^ 
and y -j^ vanish, we have 



|k-6.0l-«|. 



1" -\dxJi 
from which ^ ~ ^> 



or 



dx "" 'V- a* 



193. It may be noticed that equation (2) of Art. 190 
differs from equation (3) of Art 181 only in the omission of 
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were 



the term [ -y- J -^ . This term would not occur if ^ 

a constant quantity, for then -r^ would be zero. Hence 

equation (2) of Art 190 may be derived by differentiating 
the equation 

with respect to x and treating -^ as if it were a constant. 

Similarly, equation (2) of Art, 191 may be deduced from 
equation (2) of Art 190 by differentiating with respect to x 

and treoMng -^ as if it were a consta/nt. 

194. If in equation (2) of Art. 190 we have (^^J « 0, 

then 

/d^u\ 

dy \dijf) 

\dxdy) 

as (me value of J^. The other value of ~- will be infinite, 

ax cCx 

for we know from Algebra that if we have a quadratic 
equation and the coefficient of the highest power of the un- 
known quantity gradually diminishes without limit, then 
one of the roots simultaneously increases without limit. See 
Algebra, Chapter xxn. 

195. The value of -^ , when the values a: = 0, y = 0, make 

it assume an indeterminate form, may often be more simply 

found thus. We have only to seek the limit of ^ as a? and y 

dinunish without limit ; this is obvious from the meaning of 

-Tt or from Art. 145 ; it will be seen too if we refer to the 

geometrical illustration of Art. 38. 
Example. y* + Sa'y* -- ^scy — aV = 0. 



I 
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Hence, y'(|y+^«'©*-*^|-^' = ^- 

If now ^ have smjjlnite limit, the term y*(-) will vanish 

when y = 0, and we have for finding the ultimate value of ^ 
the equation 



or 



'©'-*©-'-»' 



X 3 
If - have an infinite value, then - has a value zero : 

.^ . . . y 

putting the given equation in the form 

3,.+ 3a'-4a'f-a'(p*=0, 

we see that - = ultimately would not satisfy it. Hence - 

■7 

has not an infinite value. 

Again, suppose ay* — hoi?y + a?* = ; 

therefore a ^^j - 6 (^ j + a: = : 

when X vanishes, we have - -j a ^- j — J j- = ; 

■ 

therefore ^ = ultimately, or - = +*/- , 

Again, suppose aj* + CKc^y + Jicy*— y*=0; 
therefore a? + a ^ + J ^^V- y ^ j = 0. 






■ i» « — y^^^»^»^^— C>^— ^W^^^^l 
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The finite limiting values of ^ are given by 



X 

s 



therefore «^ = 0, or - = — r . 

a; a; 

And since the given equation may be put in the form 

we see that - = ultimately satisfies it ; 

therefore ^ = oo ultimately for another value. 

Hence the limits of ^ are 0, or — 7 , or 00 . 

X 

This method is free from the difficulty which is pointed 
out at the end of Art. 191. 

If we wish to ascertain by the method of the present Article 

the value of -^^ at a point for which a? » a, y = 6, we may put 

o+aj' for X and ft+y' for y in the equation which connects 

X and y. We shall then have to find the value of -j-t when 

a;'=0 and y'= ; and this may be ascertained by the method 
shewn in the preceding Examples. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. If ^=. /( 8 , ^ )> where z and y are functions of a:, 

find -T-. 
ax 

2. If M = sin"* -.where z and y are functions of a?, find -7-. 

y ^ ' (UJ 
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3. Ifye-'=aar, f = -^^^. 

^ ax ar — ajyloga? 

5. If (a + y)«(6«-y*) + (aj + a)Y = 0, find^. 

6. If sin (xy) = mx, find -j^ . 

7. Given v' + a?* — 3aary = 0, shew that -r^=— tt— ^^ 

dar (y' — cucy 

8. Given a?* + 2aa^y = ay', find ^ and ^r^ , and write down 

the third derived equation. 

9. If y = ^ (a?, y, w) and -^ (a?, y, w) = 0, find -j- . 

d^ d(f> dyp* d(f> dyjr 

7? 7/ ^^-. <fa <^y df^ dx dx 
da?"" d^a^ dyft d(f> d^* 
du dy dy du du 

10. If tt = ^(a;,y), and w = ;^(a?), find ^. 



J^"«|{x»-(t)}-®x». 



11. If u=sa^ + */{secQsy)f find -7-1 (1) when x and y are 

independent, (2) when x + y^a. 

12. If a*' + V(secay) = 0, find ^. 

iJe«*Z« ^:y- yV(8eca?y)tana;y + 2o*^yar4ogo 

die a? V(b6C^) tail ^ + 20*^3? log a log a;' 
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13. J£ a?*+ 2aa?y-ay* = 0, shew that ^ = 0, or ± V2, 

when 0? = and y =» 0, 

14. If a:*-.ay' + 2aa?y" + 3aaj*y = 0, shew that ^ = 0, or- 1, 

or 3, whena: = andy = 0. 

15. If aai* + i»'y-a/ = 0, shew that ^ = 1, when a? = 

and y = 0. 

16. If ar»y»-(a«-y«)(6 + y)», shew that ^-±;^^^j3jry 

when a: = and y = — i. 

17. If (y«-flJ^(x-l)^x-5)=2(y' + a:'-2a:)», 

find -^ when a and y vanish, and when a? = 1, y = 1. 

^ ^/(T) - -\^- 

18. If y*-y* + 3a^-2a^=0, find •£■ when a? = 0. 

^ , 3 

£e^wZ^ 1, 2, or --. 

19. Find Jif t^* + aj' + y» + «' = c', 

log(a?y)+| = a", 
logQ + «aj = 6". 



( 174 ) 



CHAPTER XII. 

CHANGE OF THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLE. 

196. In Art. 60 we have shewn that 

^-^ . .(1) 

dy 
and in Art 63 we have shewn that 

^^% ^ (2)- 

and we now proceed to some extensions of these formulae. 

Given x and y, both functions of a third variable z, it 
is required to express the successive diflferential coeflScients 
of y with respect to x, in terms of those of y and x with 
respect to z. 

dy 

da 
_. d*v d dz d dz dz ^ ,_. 

dz dz 

d^y dx d^x Ay^ 
'd^ 'dz "" dz^ dz & 
dx\* *dx 



[d^J 



CHANGE OF THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLE. 175 

i^y dx d*x dy 

dz* dz ds? cfe - ,,v 

■'^ — 'rO- 



(f) 

d^y d^^d^x d^ 



Again, 



oar rfis /aaj\ etc 







__ yrfg* rfg dz^ dz)\dz) V<5/ <fe* V&* 3g &* cfe/ (is 

/d^y dan 

\dz) 

/d'y d!a? ^ ^^ ^\ ^_ ^ rf'a? / rf'y d^ d^x dy\ 
_ \dz^ dz dz^ dz) dz "" &* \<?g* 5ig *" &*^ 'dz) 




Similarly we might express -r^ , -v^ 



This process is called '' changing the independent variable 

d ti 
from X to zf since in -r^ the independent variable is x, 

d^y dx d^x dy 

■L . . . , . dz* dz dz* dz ,■, , :y j . 

out m the expression ■ , the mdependent va- 

riable is z. 
197. Suppose in the preceding Article we put « =y. 

Wehave | = 1, g = 0, g = 0. 
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and thus 



dx c£r ' 
dy 




dxd^x ^fd^x\^ 



djy_ dydy' ""WJ 

da? fdx""^ 



/dxY 
\dy) 



198. The formulsB of Art. 197 may also be obtained 
directly thus: 

dy 1 
dx dx^ 



therefore 



dy 

dot? dx ax 
. dy 

^ d 1 dy 
dyc^'dx 
dy 

d^x d^x 

_^ dtf dy df^ 

\dy) [dyj 

d^x d*x 

d^y _ d 'dJ d d^ dy^ 

da? dx fdx\* dy f^bcSf' dx 



(dxy dy /(kcV 
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d}f \dy) ^ \dy) W) 

\dy) 

d^x dx /d?x^ 

dy'Ty ^W) 
/dx\* 

This process is called changing the iiidependent variable 
from X to y. 

199. With respect to the use of the precedii;ig Articles 
we must observe that, as is the case with some other parts 
of the Diflferential Calculus, the student is here acquiring 
materials which will be available in some of his following 
subjects. Expressions which present themselves can some- 
times be much simplified by transforming them in the manner 
above indicated ; of this examples will be seen at the end 
of this Chapter. 

200. The following is an important special case. 

Change the independent variable in x^ -r^ from x to <, 
where a? = e^. 






therefore JtV' d^')-'^ d^-'' . d^^' 

This result may for the sake of abbreviation be thus ex- 
pressed, 

^ A^ndTy^.^^dr^'y 



(I-) 



'^ dx' '^ dx'*' ^ ^* 



T. D. C. N 
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I 

\ 

Put w = 1 ; then 

\dt / dx da? 

But • ^^^l^^x^r 

dt dx dt dx' 

.he^to ^g-(^.)| m. 

Put « =5: 2 in (1); then 

or from (2), 

"" d±*~\dt V \dt V dt • '•'^*'''- 

Proceeding thus we deduce 



a;* 



201, It is often useful in geometrical applications of. the 
Differential Calculus to have expressions for -^ and -7^ in 
terms of 6, supposing 



a? = r cos 6\ 



Since y is by supposition some function of x, it follows 
from (I) that an equation subsists between r and 0, so that 
r may be considered some function of ft 

-775 COS a -^ — r sm ^ 
dd dO 

^^^sin^l + rcos^^^ 

da? dd Tar . ZS dx* 

cos ^ -7^ — r sm d 
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T)ie numerator of this firactioQ is 

— f cos dl 2^ — 2 sin d ^ rr r cos ^ J fiin ^ ^ + *■ ^^^^ ^ ) 
and the dei^Qminator is 

fcos^Tg — rsin^j. 

Hence we ootain y^ =» v ' j ii. i i- j . 

(cos ft? -12 — r sin ^) 

202. Let ii be a funption of the independ^t variables 
X and y, say u=f{x, y) ; and suppose x and y fonctions 
of two new independent variables r, u^ so th^t 

It is required to find the values of :=- and -r- in terms of 
^ cue ay 

differential coefficients of u tal^eii with respect to the new 

variables. 

If for X and y we substitute their values in terms of r 
and d, we make u an explicit function of r and 6, How, by 
Art. 169, 

3u _^dudx du dy 

dr dx dr dy dr ' 

du _dudx du dy 
dd^^dd'^dyde' 

From these equations -j- and -=- can be found* 

^ dx dy 

203. If the equations which connect x, y, r, 0, instead of 
those in Art. 202, are given in the form 

r = -F; {x, y), 

^-F.(ar,y), 

272 
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we may use the formulae 

du du dr du dO 
dx dr dx dd dx' 

du _du dr dudO 
dy" dr dy dd dy' 

204. If the equations which comiect a?> y, r, 6, are given 
in the form 

F,{x,y,r,0):^O (1), 

,F,(x,y,r,0)^O..,. (2), 

we may, in order to find the values of -j- , -j^, -^ , -^. 

dr du dr du 

required by the form^lsB of Art. 202, by successively eliminat- 
ing y and x from (1) and (2), obtain explicitly the values of x 
and y in terms of r and 6. Or, by Art. 189, we may find 

jg and ^ from the equations 

\de )'^\dx) dd'^KdyJdO"^' 

\de)^\dx) dd^\dyj de'^' 

and use two similar equations for -r- and -p . 

205. Example. u=f{x, y), 

sc=ir cos 0, 
y = r sin 5 ; 

here -i3=± — rsin^, Jj. = rcos0, 

dx y, dy . ^ 

^- = cos ^, ^ = sin ft 

dr dr 
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Heuce, by Art. 203, 



therefore 



dr ax ay 

du . ^du ^du 



du ^du I . ^du ^ 
■J- = cos c' -5- — - sin u jt, , 
ax dr r dff 



du . ^du I fydu 
J- =« sin a -?- + - cos ^ "77, , 
dy dr r dO j 



(!)• 



If we proceed according to Art 203, we must put the 
equations between x, y, r, 6, in the form 



r = V(a:* + y"), ^ = tan-»f; 

X 



, dr 

here -r-— - 



X 



X 



dx V(^+y*) ^ 
dy VC^" + y") r 



dd 

dx 



y 



y 



dd ^ X _ ^ . 
dy'^'^Tf"?' 



.t > 



therefore 



du ^x du y du 
dx'"rdr'^?d0' 
du ^y du X du 
l^'"rd?'^'?dS'' 



(2). 



X n 

Since -=costf and '-=sintf, the formulae (1) and (2) 

agree. 

In this branch of the subject beginners are liable to mis- 
takes from not paying sufficient attention to the precise 
meaning of the symbols. Generally speaking mathematical 
notation is so dennite that the meaning of any symbol can 
be settled without regard to the context ; but sometimes in- 
stead of using a complex symbol to express our meaning 
without any possibility of mistake we use a symbol which 
in itself may be ambiguous, but which is rendered perfectly 
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definite by means of the connexion in which it occurs, Thus, 
for example, as we have stated in Art 170, the hracJcets 
expressive of diflferentiation under certain conditions are 
sometimes omitted, that is, they are left to be Suggested by 
the context. 

In the preseilt case thte meaning of the symbols j- > j^ > 

-T-, -7- which occur in Arts. 202 and 203 mufet be carefully 

observed. We might use a more complex notation^ as for 
example th^ following ; let i/r (a?, y) be any function of x and 
y, and let x (^) ^) ^ *^® fOTm which -^ (a?, y) takes when for 
X and y we substitute th^ir values in terms of r and 6 ; then 

dx {r, 0) ^ W fa, y) | ^ ^ f (fVrfa,y) [ dy 
dr ^ [ax 3 d** ( dy } dr* 

and this is the eqilation which in Aft. 202 is exprt^ssed more 
briefly thus, 

du ^du dx du d\j 

dr^ dx dr dy Hir* 

The beginner however must remember that the second 

form is an abbreviation of the first form, and he should recur 

to the first form if he has any doubt of the meaning of the 

^ ^ du du du 
symbols ^, ^, ^. 

djX du 
It is however with respect to the symbols j" > ^ • 

W * sf which occur in Art. 202, and the symbols ;5- > t- . 

-^, T-, which occur in Art, 203, that mistakes are most 

frequently made. For example, beginners sometimes imagine 

that the j- of Art. 202 and the -j- of Art, 203 are connected 
dr dx 

dx dr 
by theformuUi -7- x -j- = 1. This formula however is quite 
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inapplicable here ; for it implies that there is a single equa- 
tion involving x and r and no other variable, which is not 
the case here. 

In Art. 202 we suppose that x and y are expressed as 

dx 
functions of r and : and -j- means the differential coefficient 

dr 

of X when r varies but does not vary : and as r varies y will 

also vary, so that on the whole r, x, and y vary, and ^does 

not vary. In Art. 203 we suppose that r and are expressed 

as functions of x and y ; and -r- means the differential co- 
efficient of r when x varies but y does not vary: and as x 
varies will also vary, so that on the whole x, r, and vary, 
and y does not vary. 

dx df 

Thus the -j- of Art. 202 and the ,- of Art. 203 are formed 
dr dx 

on different suppositions as to the quantities which vary and 

the quantities which do not vary. 

dx 
In the example of the present Article we find that the -j- 

dr 

dv X 

of Art. 202 = cos^, and the j- of Art 203 = - = cos^; and 

dx T 

the product of the two is riot unity. 

206. Suppose u a function of the three independent vari- 
ables a?, y, z^ and that these are connected by three equations 
with three new independent variables 0, <f>, r: it is required 

to express -j-, -=~^ TT*^ terms of differential coefficients 

of u taken with respect to the new variables. 

We have, by Art. 174, 

du ^du d0 du d<f> du dr^ 



dx d0 dx d<f> dx dr dx 

du _^du d0 du d<f> du dr 

dy d0 dy d<f} dy dr dy 

du __ du d0 du d(f> du dr 

dz "" d0 dz d<f> dz dr ds , 



(1). 
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But by means of the three equations between x, y, z, 
0y <j}j r, we can determine the values of 

dO dd dO d(j) d<l> d(f) dr d^ dr 

dx' dy^ dz^ dx^ dy^ dz* dx'* dy^ dz' 

11 1 . . du du t du 

and hence the above equations express ;t- > j- > ^^^ ^ > hi 



terms of ^ . ^ , and ^- . 



du du , du 

du ' dip ' dr 

Also by solving the above equations we can express 
du du du , , ^ du du i du .. ^ , 

W d4>' Tr' '"^ *^"^' °^ ^' ^' ^^ ^' ^^'""^ "^ ^^ 
be found by the equations 



dz 



> 



du ^ du dx du d\f du dz 
J0'~"^ dd'^dy'Sd'^ dz d0 
du du dx du dy du dz 
d<f> dx d^ dy d<p dz d4> 
du du dx du dy du dz 
dr dx dr dy dr dz dr ^ 

207. Suppose, to exemplify the above, we put 

a; = r sin ^ cos <^, y = r sin ^ sin <^, ^ = r c6s 6, 

Hence, to apply equations (2) of Art. 206, we have 

-^ = r cos ^ sin 6, 

do ^ 



(2). 



dx /3 JL 

-777 = r COS a COS <p, 

dd ^ 



dz . ^ 



-_-= — r sm a sm 6, 
(i(p 

-T- = sin 6 cos d>,. 
dr ^ 



therefore 
du 



-^ = r&m0 cos 6, 
d(f> 



^=0 



dy^ 



dr 



sin 6 siD (^, 



du 



dz 
dr 



= cos 6 ; 



-7^ = r cos ^ cos <^ T- + ^ cos ^ sin ^ T — r sin 6 ^ 



du^ 
dz 



du • /I • J <^^ . ' n ^j.^^ 

-— = — r sm sm 6 ^- + ^ sm 6/ cos 9 j- 

d<t> ^ dx ^ dy 

du . /, , du < ^ • 1 du ^ ^du 
^ = sm ^ cos ^ ;^ + sm ^ sm ^ ^ + cos d -r- 



r • • • • • • I L J* 



dr 



dx 



dy 
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If we employ equations (1) of Art. 206, we must put 
the relations between x, y, and z, in the form 

r = V(a? + y" + -0. 
^ = tan-5^(^3^, 



9 



X 



X 



dv 
therefore d^==;^ (^^y.^^>) -^ - smgcos^, 



-J- = - = sin0 Bin <f>, 



dr z >, 
-y = - = cos ft 
dz r 




dO z a COS cos 


* 

> 


dx aj' + y'+a"' VCaj' + jO^ »• 


rf^_ « y cos ^ sin 




dy oi? + y* + z*' ^{ai' + i^^ r 


de_ V(iK* + y") sin^ 


d<^_ y 8in<^ 


dx x* + y^^ rsinO' 


d<l} ^ X cos <l> 


dy os'+j/'^raiae' 


dz "' 


therefore 


dt* . ^ . du cos 5 cos 6 du sin d> dw^ 

;T- = sm5cos6-j- + ^ -^ ^ Jl 

dx ^ dr r dd r emd dj> 




du • /i • , du , cos sin 6 du cos 6 <Zu 

, =sin^sm<f>-j-+ --m + — • a 7 . 

dy ^ dr r d0 r sm d<f> 




du ^du sin ^ du 

dz" dr r d0 J 





(2). 



which will be found consistent with (1). 
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For exercise we give the results arising from differentiating 
equations (2) of the preceding investigation. 

cPu __ sin 20 f . , p (Pw cos* d*u ^ 1 cPi* 
■"""2~ r^ ^ d7^~7~ 'd0'''?^^W 



dxdy 



sin 20 d^u sin' du cos ^ 



c?^dr 



dr 



*- 2sin6^ + -:;^ — ;i)-57ir 

r^ V sin ^/ dO) 



dxdz 



+ COS 

sin 2d 



fl d^u cotg d'tf 1 du"\ 

^\rd4>dr'^~V^d<t>d0 r'sin'lJd^r 
- f(f w Id^u 1 (^w) 



cos 2^008 f d*M 



ddrfr 






d?u 



dydz 
d?u 



sin <^ Jl d^it, ^ cos d d?u \ 
r \r d6d<]> sin dr d(f>) 

_ sin 2d cos . cos 2d cos <^ p sin >^ 

sin 2d sin 6 , cos 2d sin 6 „ cos 6 ^ 
= ^ ■ ^ ^+ ^5 ^ (7; 



(22 



~— «/)Cf^ sin'd /ld*^ , du\ em20fldu dJ^u\ 

,^COSt/^^+ ^ |^-_+_J+__|^_^.^_^J; 



a , f . apCPu cos'd cP^ , sin 2d cPw 00^0 du sin 2d c?^] 

_sin2<^fc?w cotd d^u 1 c?W| 

r \d^ dr r d0dj> r sin* d d</)j 

sin'0 ( 1 d?u du cot d c?m] 
■^ /• (r sin'd 5^ "^rfr "^T" 'dd] 



.. T sm 2<A - - sm' <f> .,. 
= cos'6i ^if+ ^^, 

cftt . J . T sin2<f> --. . cos*<f> ,_ 
d\f ^ r r 



say; 
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By addition we haire 

ePtt d*M d*w _ cPtt 1 c?u 1 rf*M 2 du cotO du 

d?'^df^'d^'''d?'^?S^'^?^^d^*'^rdi^'^^d0' 

208. The fblloWing extoiple fot ^t^ independent variables 
is analogous to that in Art. 200 for one independent variable. 

lltc=e and y = e* it is required to change the independeut 
variables from x and yto 6 and <f> in the expression 



rf* 



u 



^^• + ^"y 



d'^u 



dx^^'^dy [2 






c?4j"-»rfy 



Let this expression be denoted by r^, and let r^j denote 

-what it becomes when n is changed into n + 1 ; we shall 

prove that 

dv^ , dv^ ,,. 

Vi^%= — * + — *-nr- (1). 



'^^'dO^d^^''''^ 



For 



and 



dv^ _ dv„ <fe {?i?^ 
dB'^'didJe^^d^* 

4v^ __ dv^ dy dv^ 
d(j)^ dy d<^'^^ dy ' 



Now take any term in the expression represented by v^ and 
perform the following operations : diflferentiate the term with 
respect to x and afterwards multiply by x ; differentiate the 
term with respect to y and afterwards multiply by y ; then 
add the two results. Take for example the (r + 1)*** term 
which is 

n(n-l) ... (n-rjMl) ^^^ • dTu 



and by performing the operations we obtain 
w (n- I) ... (w-r+ 1) ( -.,- . rf"*' 



(r 



{ 



a;""^^"^/ 



t« 



m+i 



e£r 



*-a;"^y 



-H-l 



U 
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Hence we infer that x -r^ + y -j^ is equal to nv, together 

-with two series ; and by uniting hke terms in the two series 
we obtain a single series of which the general term is 



\r '^ y cLtT'^df 

Therefore ^^ + y£ = "''• + "»« 5 

and thus (1) is proved ; we may write (X) for abbreTiation thiis, 

^-^={55 + #-4'''' ^^^' 

Put n = 1 in (2) ; then 
[d , d A {d d A { du ^ du\ 

as we may write it ; again put n = 2 in (2) $ then 

\^ , ^ A {d , d Jfd . d Md , d\ 

Proceeding in this way we obtain 
{d d , ^ \d d )[d . d Aid . d\ 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Change the independent variable from a; to y in the equation 

,d*w du ^ . -I 

ar^ + a;-i — htt = 0, supposmg y =loga^ 

Result -J-T+ w =0. 



I 
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2. Transform ■^4+- . > j^+ 7r-^iri~0 into an equa- 

aar 1+ar dx (1 + ar) ^ 

tion in which is the independent rariable^ -where 

^ = tan"*ar. ^ t^ ^V . /^ 

iJesttfe ^ 4- y = 0. 

3. Transform ^ "^ " ^ "*" y ~ ^' "^^ ^'^ equation in which 

t is the independent variable where af^^At. 



Remit ^-JA-^-ji+y — ^' 



df dt 

5. If a? — cos f, then 

(l_V)g-a,|[ = becomes g=0. 

du 

6. Transform i. » » , by assuming x — r cos ^, 



7F©] ' ^--* 






7. If a? = r cos ^, y = r sin ^, shew that 

dy 

dy r do * 

8. If a? « a (1 — cos t) and y = o (nf + sin rt, express 

d^y , ^ « T> T, ncose + .l 
t4 m terms of t Result . g. 
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9. Suppose u to be a function of t and 

t^«a?^' + a?,* + a;,'+ + x*; 

then if 

« 

cPu d^u dH , . d^u _^ 

d^y'^ydxy ^"" 

ahew that 
10. Giveu x^aoosff), y=^bmxi<l>, express 



{■ - my . 



i rif in teri^B of ^. 



s«A\l 



^^^ (a'ain'^4yco8'<A)« . 

11. Tranrfonng + 2f^| + ^^^ = 0intoaa 

equation in which t shall be the independent variable^ 
having given x « log ^/{tBJi t)^ 

12. Change the independent variable from y to a; in 

d^u d^u • du ^ 

^-3-4tany^, + 2tan"y^ = 0, supposing tany = «?. 

i?e«.ft(l+-Tg + 2.(l + .^)g + 2g = 0. 

13. Transform -r^ + ( ;r^] into an expression in which y is 

the independent y^'axiable. 

d^u 

14. Given a? = < + ^, transform -^ into an expression in 

which a; is the independent variable. 
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15. If *=«-e8m«, and tan 1 = ^(1^) tan |. shew 

that J- =77^; —x%' 

dv {1 + eooB vf 

16. If (•'"»^S^ «£"'"*' *°^ «^ + »*-<»'. shew 

that a? j-i — « = 0. 

17. Transform 

by assuming a + 6^ = ^^ 

IS. If is be a function of the two independent var'ables x 
and j/y and x and y be connectea with two new vari- 
ables r and by means of two equations, shew how to 

express -y-^, ^ , , and -i^-i, m terms of the new 

yanaDle& 

For instance, if a? = r cos d, y =?= r sin ^, shew that 

d*z 

T^=:-4 + 5oos2^-(7sin2tf, 

d*z 

dy 

-^ = J?8in2^+Ccos25; 
dxdy 

where ^ +5=^. ^-5=^^ + -^. 

19, If a?, y, 2r, and f, 17, f, be co-ordinates of the same point 
P referred to two diflferent rectangular systems, shew 
that 

d'<f> d*<t> d^<f>_d% d'<f> d'4> 

d^ d^ "** dz^ "" rff ■*■ drj' "^ d^' 
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20. ^f^^*~(^) '^'d'^^* ^^^ aj = ye", shew that 






d^v dii 

22. Transform -i^ — seC ^ cosec ^ ^ + yn* tan' ^ = 0, into an 

equation in which x shall be the independent variable, 
having given x = log (sec ff). ! 

Result ^ + ^V = ^• 

23. If y = 6"^ and x = sin ^> shew that 

-jK= -^-TB {3 sin 5 cos 5 -sin* ^-2}. 
oof cos* 0^ * 

^. T^ d\ ^ d^u . c?'w , , J. du du 

24. Express ^^-+2^^ + ^ in terms of ^, ^. 

where « = e* + e*', and < = 6"* + eT 

Remit ^-^-2st^^^ + t ^ + ,^ + <^. 

) 

25. 1{ x^ae^ cos ^, and y^ae^ sin ^, shew that 
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MAXIMA AND MINIMA OF A FUNCTION OF ONE VARIABLE* 

209. Suppose <f> (x) to denote a certain function of x, 
and that while the variable x changes gradually from one 
definite value to another, <f>{x) changes in such a manner 
that it is sometimes increasing and sometimes decreasing. 
There must then be certain vahies of x, for which ^ (a?) begins 
to decrease, having previously been increasing, or begins to 
increase, having previously been decreasing. In the former 
case, <t> (x) has a greater value for the particular value of x 
than it has for adjacent values of x, and is said to have , 
a fnaodmum value. In the latter case, (x) has a less value 
for the particular value of x than it has for adjacent values 
of Xy and is said to have a minimum value. Hence, these 
terms maximum and minimum, are not used to denote the 
arithmetically greatest and least values which a function can 
assume; for it appears from the above explanation that a 
function may have several maxima and minima values, and 
that some particular minimum may be greater than some 
particular maximum. 

210. Definition. If as a; increases or decreases from 
the value a through a finite interval, however small, (f>{x) 
is always less than <f> (a), then <f) (a) is called a maximum 
value of <f){x); ii <f> {x) is always greater than ^ (a), then 
ij> (a) is called a minimum value of <f) {x). 

211. Rule for discovering vnaxim^a and minima values. 

Let <]> (x) denote any function of x. By Art. 92, we 
have 

T. D. C. O 
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K <f>'{x) be not zero we can give such a value to h that 
the sign of 

shall for that value of h, and all inferior values of h, be the 

same as the sign of A^' {x), because - ^" {x + 6k) can always 

be made less than (ff (x) by taking h small enough. In this 
case 

<l> {x + h) -^ <f> {x) 

and ^ (a? — A) — <^ (x) 

have different signs, and therefore ^ {x) has neither a maxi- 
mum nor minimum value. 

Hence, as the first condition for the existence of a maxi- 
mum or minimum value of ^ {x\ we must have 

fW=0 (1). 

Let a be a value of x deduced from equation (1), so that 

We have now, by Art. 92, 

<^(a + A) = <^(a)+|f»+|<^'"(a + 5/0. 

Suppose <f>'{a) not zero; then by giving to h some value 
sufficiently small, the sign of 

|f'(a)+|f"(« + ^A) 
will be the same as that of ,— <^"(a), or of (f>'{a), for that 



\1 
value of h and all inferior values ; 

therefore ^ (a + A) — ^ (a) 

and (f){a — h)'-<f> (a) 

have the same signs. 

If then 0" (a) be positive ^ (a) is a minimum value of 
<f>{x); if <l>\a) be negative ^ (a) is a maximum value of {x). 
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If ^"(a) vanish as well as <]>{a) then, by Art. 92, 

By reasoning similar to that used before, we may shew 
that unless <f>'' (a) also vanish <f) (a) can be neither a maximum 
nor minimum value of <f) (x) ; but that if ^'" (a) vanish and 
<l>''\a) be positive <f){a) is a minimum value, and if <^'"(a) 
vanish and ^"" (a) be negative (f>(a) i^ a maximum value. 

Since this process may be continued until we arrive at 
a differential coeflScient which does not vanish when x = a, 
we have the following result In order that <f) (x) may have 
a maximum or minimum value when a? = a, it is necessary 
that this value of x should make an odd number of the suc- 
cessive differential coeflScients of <f) (x) vanish, beginning with 
the first ; when this condition is satisfied <^ (a) is a maximum 
value if the next differential coefiicient be negative and a 
minimum value if it be positive. 

212. It is to be observed that in the above demonstration 
we have used 6 to denote a fraction less than unity y and it 
is not to be assumed that the same fraction is denoted when- 
ever the symbol is used. Also we have supposed as usual 
that none of the functions ^'(a), ^"(a), ... are infinite. We 
shall shew hereafter, that maxima and minima values 
may occur when <f)(x) — co, as well as when <f>{x) = : see 
Art. 214 

213. Suppose that when x = a, the function <^ {x) has a 
maximum or minimum value, and that ^*(a) is the first 
differential coefficient that does not vanish, n being even. 
By Art. 92, since (f) {a), il>'{a)f ... all vanish up to 0*"'^(a) 
inclusive, we have 

f i<^ + ^)=-^'t>'ia)+^<l>'^ia + 0h), 



where and 0^ are proper fractions. 

From these values of ^' (a + h) and 6' (a — h) we see that 
<^'(aj) changes sign as x passes through the value a. If we 
suppose X to increase and pass through the value a, then 

02 
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^'{x) changes from positive to negative if 6* (a) be negative, 
that is, if <f> (a) be a maximum ; and <t> {x) cnanges from nega- 
tive to positive if ^"(a) be positive, that is, if <f) {a) be a 
minimum. This suggests another form for the definition 
of maxima and minima values and for the investigation 
of the conditions of their existence which we give in the 
next Article. 

214. Definition. If as x varies through any finite, in- 
terval, however small, <f) (x) increase until x = a and then 
decrease, <f) (a) is called a maximum value of (f) (x) ; if <f) (x) 
decrease until a? = a and then increase, (j) (a) is called a mini- 
mum value. 

By Art. 89, if the diflferential coefficient of a function 
be positive that function increases with the variable, and if 
the differential coefficient be negative the function decreases 
as the variable increases. Hence, as x increases <}>(x) must 
change from positive to negative when a; = a, if </> (a) be a 
maximum, and from negative to positive if (a) be a minimum. 
But a function can only change its sign by passing through zero 
or infinity. Hence, we must find the values of x that make 

or (j) (x) = Qo; 

and if as a? passes through any one of these values (f)'{x) 
changes its sign, we have for that value of ^ a maximum 
or minimum value of <^ {x), according as, when x increases, the 
change is from positive to negative or from negative to positive. 

Example (1). Suppose (j> {x) =a? — da^ + 24a? - 7, 
then (f)' (x) = 3 (a;' - 6a; + 8), 

^''(a;) = 6(x-3). 
If we put ({> (x) = 0, we obtain a? = 2, or a; = 4 ; 
when aj= 2, ^"(^) ^ negative, 

when a? = 4, <p''(x) is positive. 

Therefore when a; = 2, ^ (x) has a maximum value, and 
when a? = 4, ^ (a?) has a minimum value. 

Example (2). Let ^ (aj) = e* + e"* + 2 cos a; ; 
therefore ^' (a?) = e* — e"* - 2 sin x, 

^"(x) = e* + e"* - 2 cos x, 
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<^'"(a:) =«•-€"• + 2 Bin a?, 

If a? = 0, we have f (a:)=0, f (a?) = 0, 0'"(a:)«O, and 
<^"" (ic) = 4 Hence, ^ (a;) is a minimum when a? = 0. 

It may be easily shewn that a? = is the only value of a 
for which <f> (x) vanishes ; for 

a? a? 

far' a;' a?" ) 

therefore f (a?) = 4 |— + -^ + — + ...|. 

All the terms in ^' (a;) being of the same sign, ^' (a?) can never 
vanish except when a; = 0. 

Example (3). Suppose -7- = a; (a? —I)' (a? — 3)', for what 

values of x will u be a maximum or minimum? In this 

Example the method of Art. 214 is preferable. When x is 

dut 
negative -j- is positive; when x is positive and less than 

unity, -p is negative. Hence -7- changes from positive to 

negative as x passes through the value 0, and a; = makes u 

a maximum. When a? = 1, -7- vanishes ; it does not how- 
ax 

ever change its sign, but continues negative until a; = 3, and 

after that it is positive. Hence, when a? = 1, w has neither a 

maximum nor minimum value, but has a minimum value 

when a? = 3. 

Suppose that in the Example last given we merely wish 
to ascertain if a; = gives a maximum or minimum value to u, 
and that we are required to proceed according to the method 
of Art. 211 : we have 



198 



MAxntA. AND mmmx values 



^ = (x - 1)» (a; - 3)' + ix{x- 1) {x - 3)"+ 3a; (a; - 1)' (x-3)'; 

when a; = the first term in 3-5 is negative, and thd other two 

terms vanish since they loth have x as a factor. Hence we 
need not have expressed them, but might have put 

d\ 

—— = (a; — 1)* [x — 3)' + terms vanishing when a; = 0. 

This remark should be carefully noticed, because in Exam- 
ples like the above we are saved the trouble of writing down 
superfluous terms. 

Example (4). The following Example will introduce the 
reader to considerations by which the process for finding 
maxima and minima values may sometimes be abbreviated. 

Through a given point Pa 
straight line is drawn, meeting 
the axes Ox and Oy at A and B 
respectively : find the least length 
this straight line can have. 

Let OM=a, MP=b, PA = 6, 
Then ^ ' ^ 




FA^ 



FB = 



sin^' 

a 
cos^* 



Putw = 



Nqw 



+ 



a 



^ , and we have to find the least value of w. 



sin 6 cos 

du _ 

du 



b cos a sin ^ 



therefore -^^ vanishes only when tan 0= a/ - • 

From the figure it appears that by making either as 
Bmall as we please, or as nearly equal to a right angle as 
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we please, the straight line AB may be made' as great as we 
please. Also, as varies from to ~ , there must be some 

value of which gives to the straight line AB the least length 
it can have, and this kast length of AB will satisfy the defi- 
nition of a minimum length. And as -i^ for a value of be- 
tween and - can ' never change its sign except when 

tan = ^ - , this must be the value of that gives the least 
length we are seeking. 

This value of gives for the least length the value 

In this Example it is easy to see from the value of -i^, 

that it does change sign from negative to positive when 
increases and passes through the value assi^ed ; but in more 
complicated questions it is often advisable to shew in the 
manner above exemplified, that a maximum or minimum 
miLst necessarily exist, and then we are saved the trouble of 
examining if the differential coefficient of the function changes 
sign when it vanishes. 

215. If tt be a function of x we have shewn that j- = 

ax 

is the equation from which we are to find values of x which 

make u a maximum or a minimum. If then between two 

assigned values of x there exists no value which makes ->- 

vanish, we conclude that there is no maximum or minimum 
value of u between those assigned values of x; so that u 
either continually increases or continually decreases as a 
changes from the less to the greater of the assigned values. 
This principle has already been noticed in Art. 89, but its 
importance and its natural connexion with the subject of the 
present Chapter lead us to draw attention to it again. 

For example, suppose 

tt = 2ic — tan"^« — log [x + V(l + ^*)} > 
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then 



du 



du^ 1 1 

dx l-i-o;" VCl + a:*)' 



Hence -r- is positive and cannot vanish for any value of x 

lying between any assigned positive value and positive in- 
finity. We conclude that u continually increases as x changes 
from zero to positive infinity. 

216. Maxima and minima values of an implicit function. 

Let ^ {x, y) = be an equation connecting x and y ; it is 
required to find the maxima or minima values of y. From 
the given equation we know that y must be some function 
of X, and if the equation admits of solution we can express 
y explicitly in terms of a:, and then find the maxima or minima 
values of y by the foregoing Articles. 

But instead of solving the given equation we may proceed 
thus : by Art. 177, 



dx 



fduy 

\dy) 



where u stands for ^ (a?, y). But the values of x which make 
y a maximum or minimum must, by Art. 211, be found by 

solving the equation -j^ = 0. Hence 



(i)-«. 



and this equation, combined with w = 0, will determine the 
values of x, which may make y a maximum or minimum. 
To determine whether such a value of x does make y a 
maximum or minimum, we must, by Art. 211, examine the 

value of -T^. By Art. 180, since (-r-j =0, we have 



^=- 



dx' 



f(£u\ 
WJ 
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Hence we have this rule : To find the maxima or minima 
values of y, which is an implicit function of x determined by 
u = 0, we must find values of x and y which satisfy u = 

and [ ^ j « 0. If when these values are substituted in 



(du\ ' 
\dy) 



the fraction is positive, we have obtained a maximum value 
of y ; if the fraction be negative, we have a minimum value 

ofy- 

Example. If a?-Saxy + y'^0 (1), 

find the majdma or minima values of y. 

Here j =-t ; 

ax jf -- ax 

therefore ay — a? ^0 (2). 

Combining (1) with (2), we have 

therefore a? = 0, 

or x = a!^2. 

The corresponding values of y are 

y = o, 

y^ai/L 
If we substitute the values a? = a y 2, y = a ^4, in - \ , 

Bx 2 

that is, in — ^-t-s r, we obtain — . Hence there is a 

3(y* — aa;) a 

maximum value of y. The values a? = 0, y = 0, which make 
the numerator of -^ vanish, also make its denominator vanish : 
thus y assumes an indeterminate form, and we must discover 

(IX 
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its real value. Forming the derived equations froin the 
given equation, we have 

When we put a? = 0, y = 0, in these, the first equation gives 
-^ = 0, and the second equation gives -j^ = — . Hence, 
when x=0, and y = 0, we have y a minimum. 

217. If the values of x and y found from m = and 
[-7-1 = 0, make -j^ vanish, then in order that they may- 
make y a maximum or minimum, it will be necessary that 
-^ should also vanish. This can be tested by making use 

of the value of -^^ given by Art 184 ; and by obtaining 

a formula for y^ similar to that for -y^ just referred to, we 

can ascertain whether -7^ is positive or negative for the 

specific values of x and y. On account however of the 

complexity of the general formulae for ^ and -y^, it is 

preferable to determine them in any example directly by the 
method of Art. 184, rather than to quote the results of that 
Article. 

218. Suppose u = ^{x, y) and "^ (a?, y) = ; so that y is 
a function of x by the second equation, and therQfore from 
the first equation w is a function of x ; required the maxima 
and minima values of u. We may proceed theoretically thus : 
by solving the equation yjr {x, y) = 0, obtain y as a function 
of X ; substitute this value of y in ^ (x, y) ; then u becomes a 
function of x only, and its maxima and minima values can 
be found by previous rules. But we may avoid the difficulty 
of solving the equation -^ {x, y) = 0, thus. 
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By Art. 172, we have 

dx ~~ \dx) \dy) dx ' 
Also, putting V for -^ {x, y), we have, by Art. 177, 

dy ^ \dx) 
dx" 



(I)' 



,, - du fdu\ 

therefore ~ « -— 

dx \dxj fdv 



fdu\ (dv\ 
du fdu\ \dyj \dx) 



Hence, the values of x and y that render u a maximum 
or minimum must be sought among those that satisfy simul- 
taneously 



(d^ fdv\ _ fdu\ fdv\ _ 
[dij [dyj [dyj [dxj " ^' 



and '\]r [x, y) or v = 0. 

d*u 
The value of -^ must then be found by Art. 176, and 

we must examine whether the specific values of x and y 
render this positive or negative, in order to determine whether 
uia a, minimum or a maximum. 

Example. t* = ic* + y*, 

while (oj - a)'+ (y - J)' - c" = 0, ' or v = 0. 

Hence a? (y - J) - y (aj - a) = ; 

therefore ay = bx. 
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Substitute the value of y in v = 0, and we have 
a^A+^^)-2a;(a + ^') + a» + y = c*; 

therefore x=:a + 



Upon examination it will be found, that if we take the 
upper sign in the value of x we obtain a maximum value 
for u, and if we take the lower sign, a minimum. This 
example is a solution of the geometrical question, " To find 
the points in the circumference of a given circle which are at 
a maximum or minimum distance from a given point" 

219. The process for finding the maxima and minima 
values of an implicit function may be extended to the case 
in which one variable is connected with more than one other 
variable, the whole number of equations being one less than 
the whole number of variables. Suppose, for example, we 
have three equations, 

F^{x, y, z, u) = 0, 

u being the variable of which we wish to find the maximum 
or minimum value. 

From the given equations it follows that we may consider 

y, «, and u functions of the independent variable x. Hence 

* 

dF dF dy dF d^ dFdu^ 
dx dy dx dz dx du dx 



dF^ dF, dy dF^ dz . dF^ du ^ 
dx dy dx dz dx du dx 
dJ,^dF^dg^dJF\d^^dF\du^^ 
dx dy dx dz dx du dx 



y (1). 



From these equations we can eliminate -r- and -y-, and 

du 
the value of -j- which we then obtain must be put equal 
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to zero. Or, more simply, we may put -r- = in these equa- 
tions, and then eliminate ->- and -r- from the resulting equa- 
tions which are . 



dll dFdy dF dz ^ 
dx dy dx dz dx 

dF^ dF^ dy dF^ ^^ ^ a 
dx dy dx dz dx 
dF. . rfk dy . dF^ dz ^ 
dx dy dx dz dx 



(2). 



The equation obtained by eliminating ^ and -r- , com- 
bined with the equations F= 0, i^ = 0, i^, = 0, will determine 
Xy yy z and u. 

By diflferentiating equations (1) again, we can obtain t— ,, 

and by the sign which the values of a?, y, «, m, already found, 
give to this quantity, we determine whether m is a maximum 
or minimum. 

220. Suppose we have a function of n variables, the 
variables being connected by n — 1 equations, and we require 
the maximum or minimum value of the function. For ex- 
ample, suppose three equations 

jP(a?, y, 5J, w) = 0, i^,(a:,y, af, u)=0, i^, (a?, y, ir, w) = 0, 

and that we "vvish to find the maximum or minimum of 
f[xy y, Zy u). In this case, to the equations (1) of the pre- 
ceding Article, in which -r- must not be supposed zero, we 

must add 

^^(^rfy^d/;d£^d^dw^^ 

dx dy d^ dz dx dudx 



From these four equations we must eliminate -j- ^ t y 
du. dx ax 

and-Y-. The resulting equation combined with the given 
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equations F—0, -F, = 0, F^ = 0, will determine a?, y, z, and u. 
We should then form the second differential coefficient of 

f{x, y, z, u) with respect to x. This will involve -yK > j-? 

cPu ^^ 

and ^ , which must be found by diflferentiating equa- 
tions (1) : by the sign of this second differential coefficient 
oi fix, y, z^u) we shall settle whether the function is a 
maximum or a minimum. 

221. In Art. 214 we obtained as the condition for (f>{x) 
having a maximum or minimum value, that <f>{x) must 
change sign, and hence that <f> (x) must be zero or infinite. 
The cases in which <f) {x). is infinite occur but rarely, and in 
the Articles following Art. 2 14 we have-always considered <f>' (x) 
to vanish when (f) (x) is a maximum or minimum. We shall 
here add one proposition which shews that according to the first 
view given of maxima and minima values (Arts. 209... 213), 
a maximum or minimum may exist when the differential 
coefficient of the function considered becomes infinite. 

Suppose that <^ (x) is such a function of x that when ic = a 
we have some of the differential coefficients of <^ (x) infinite, 
so that (a + A) cannot be expanded in powers of h by 
Taylor's Theorem. 

Suppose that by some unexceptionable algebraical process 
we find 

<^(a + A)-^(a) = ^r + £i^+ (7A^+..., 

where a, /3, 7> •••> are not necessarily positive integers. If 
any one of these exponents be a fraction in its lowest terms 
with an even denominator, then <j>(a — h) — ^ (a) will be 
impossible, and the consideration of maxima and minima 
values becomes inapplicable. If none of the exponents be 
of this form, then ^{a — h) — ^ {a) will be a possible quantity. 
Now there may be cases in which, by taking h small enough, 

the sign of -4 A* determines the sign of <^ (a + A) — ^ (a) ; for 
example, this happens if the number of terms in (a + A) — <^ (a) 
is finite, and the exponents or, y8, 7, ..., all positive, and a 
the least. Let us suppose such a case, and let a be a proper 
fraction with an even numerator ; then (f> {a + h) — (f> (a) and 
<f>{a — h)''(f> (a) are both positive if -4 be positive, and nega- 
tive if A be negative, when A is taken small enough. Hence 
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(f> (a) in the former case is a minimum value of if> {x) and 
in the latter a maximum value. 

Also, since a is a proper fraction, 

^ jT — ' is infinite when A = 0, 
an 

therefore ^' (x) is infinite when a? = a. 

Hence <f) {x) may be a maximum or a minimum when <fc' (x) 
is infinite. 

Example. Suppose 

^ (a:) = c + (x — a )^ + (a; - a)* ; 

therefore ^ (a + A) = c + A^ + A* , 

^ (a) = c, 

^ (a ± A) - ^ (o) = A* + A^ 

Hence <f)(a + h) and <f>{a — h) are both necessarily greater 
than ^(a). Hence <t>(a) is a minimum value of ^{x), and 
it is obvious that <f> {x) is infinite when x=^a, 

222. On certain cases of Oeometrical Maxima and Minima. 

We occasionally meet in Geometry cases of maxima or 
minima values for which the ordinary analytical process 
appears to fail, though from geometrical considerations it is 
obvious that maxima or minima do exist. The following 
problem will introduce the difficulty which it is proposed to 
explain. " Find the maximum and minimum perpendicular 
firom the focus on the tangent to an ellipse, the perpendicular 
being expressed in terms of the radius vector." 

The equation which gives the perpendicular in terms of 
thejradius vector is 

,_ b'r ' 

^ 2a-r'' 

therefore p^ =7t r- , which must = 0. 

-^ dr {2a -r)^ 

Now this can only be satisfied by r = + oo , which values 
are not admissible, whereas we know from Geometry that p 
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has a maximum value = a (1 + e)> and a minimum value 
= a(l-e). 

The reason we do not find these values by the above usual 
analytical process is this. In the prdina.7 theory of maxima 
and minima the function is considered to be expressed in 
terms of an independent variable which may assume all possi- 
ble values. But in the example above r is not an independent 
variable ; its values are limited to those found by ascribing 
all possible values to 6 in the equation 

a(l-e*) 



r = 



1 + e cos 6 * 



Since r is thus a function of 0, we may consider p 
which is a function of r to be also a function of 6. Hence 

-^ = -^ -^ , and this may be made =0 if we can make 

-T7\~^' This we can do, and thus p has a maximum or 

minimum value at the same time as r has. 

Similar remarks apply to other examples. Thus generally, 
it y^<f> (x), where x is not susceptible of all possible values, 

it may be impossible to make j^ = 0, and thus there may be, 

apparently, no maximum or minimum value of y. But in this 
case, if x can be expressed in terms of some variable 6 which 

can assume all possible values, we must put ;7^ = 0, which 

makes i^ = 0, and thus we determine simultaneous maxima 
du 

or minima values of x and y. 

Example. To find the maximum and minimum length 
of the straight line drawn to a circle from a given external 
point. 

Take the axis of x passing through the centre of the circle 
and the given external point, the former being the origin. Ijet 
a = the radius of the circle, c = the distance of the given 
point {A say) from the centre ; and let x be the abscissa of a 
point F on the circumference ; then AF^ = c' + a' — 2ca?. 
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The differential coefficient of this expression with respect 
to a; is — 2c, which cannot vanish. But if we put a; « a cos ^, 
we have 

u4P* = c* + a'-2acco8tf, 

d.AP" ^ . . 
— -Ts — = 2ac sin ^ ; 

and = 0, d=7r, give the minimum and maximum values 
respectively of AI^. 

In this Example the difficulty would not appear if we had 
so chosen our axes that x should not be a maximum simul- 
taneously with AP. Calling b the ordinate of -4, c the abscissi^ 
of -4, and a the radius of the circle, we shall have 

^P» = a» + J' + c'-2iV(a'-a5')-2cx, 

which has its minimum and maximum values, when 



Another solution of the problem is given in Art 218. 

The following is an analogous case. Find those conjugate 
diameters in an ellipse of which the sum is a maximum or 
minimum. Let r and / be any two conjugate diameters, 
and u = r-\-r', then u is to be a maximum or minimum, 
while r* + r'* = a* + i" = c', say ; 

thus w = r + \/(c' "■ 0> 



dr ^(c^-r^y 

If ^ be put = 0, we get ^' = « » ^^^ therefore ^'' = h • 

This gives us the eqval conjugate diameters, the sum of which 
we know to be a maximum. If we express r, and therefore r, 
in terms of some variable which can take all possible values, 
as for example ^ the incHnation of r to the axis major, we 

shall ffet an additional result For -t-i =t- -rr* ^^ there- 
° d<l> dr dip 

fore, if :j^ = 0, we have also ^^ = 0. But -^^ = makes r a 

maximum or minimum, and thus we obtain the two principal 
T. D. c ^ 
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axes, whose sum is a minimum. By a diflferent method, we 
might have obtained at first the minimum value of r + r'. 

For since r' + r" = a* + 6', and rr' sin 6 = ab, 

we have (r + rT = a'+6'+ -r— 5, 

^ ' sm ^ 

where is the angle between r and /. DiflFerentiate with 

respect to 0, and we get —9- a— = 0, therefore ^ = - ; this 

^ ° sm^ 2 

gives the minimum value as before > ;t7 = ^ would give us a 

second result, which would be the maximum. 

The foregoing Article has been derived from the third 
volume of the Cambridge Mathematical Journal, page 237. 
The following problem will famish an exercise. Find the 
maximum or minimum length of the straight line drawn from 
the end of the minor axis of an ellipse to meet the curve. 
If X, y, be co-ordinates of the point where a straight line 
drawn from the end of the minor axis meets the curve, the 
length of the straight line can be expressed either as a func- 
tion of a; or of V ; thus two solutions can be obtained and 
compared. ^ 

In the solution of some of the examples on maxima and 
minima the following results will be required : they may be 
established by means of the Integral Calculus. 

The volume of a right cylinder is found by multiplying 
the area of its base by its altitude. 

The convex surface of a right cylinder is found by multi- 
plying the perimeter of its base by its altitude. 

The volume of a right cone is one-third of the product of 
its base and altitude. 

The convex surface of a right cone on a circular base is 

one-half the product of its slant side and the perimeter of 

its base. 

47r/ 
If r be the radius of a sphere its volume is — 7?— and its 

o 
surface is 47rr', 
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EXAMPLES OF MAX IM A AND MINIMA. 

1. Shew that of — 5a?* + ^ — 1 is a maximum when «= 1 ; 

a minimum when a; = 3 ; neither when a? = 0. 

2. Shew that a^ — 3aj* + 3a? + 7 is neither a maximum nor 

a minimum when a? » 1. 

3. If tt = a;^ — 3aj^ + 6a? + 7, shew that it has neither a 

maximum nor a minimum value. 

4. If w = a;' — 9a?* + 15a? — 3, find its maximum and mini- 

mum value. 

A maximum when a; = 1 ; a minimum when X'^d, 

6. M = (a?-l)*(a? + 2)». 

A maximum when a? = — f ; a minimum when a? = 1 ; 
neither when x^ — ii* 

6. i^=(l + a?')(7-a;)*. 

A maximum when a? » 1 ; a minimum when a? == 0, 
and when a? = 7. 

7. tt = 3a?' - 125aj^ + 2160a?. 

A maximum when a; = — 4 ^^d when a; » 3 ; 
a minimmn when a? = — 3, and when a? = 4^ 

1 — a? + a^ 

8. -w = -— ; 5 . . A minimum when a? — J. 

l+a? — a?* ^ 

^ a^-lx + e 

9. u = —— . 

a?— 10 

A maximum when a? = 4 ; a minimum when a? = 16. 

10. If ^ = a^(a?-l)"(a?-2)»(a?-3)*, find when w is a 

maximum or minimum. 

A maximum when a? » ; a minimum when a? = 2. 

11. If ^ = (a?— 1) (a? — 2)" (a? — 3)', find when u is a maxi- 

mum or minimum. 

A maximum when a? = 1 ; a minimum when a? = 3. 

P2 
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12. u = a?(a + aj)'(a-aj)l 

A maximum when x^-, and "when a? = — a, 

and a minimum when a: = — - . 

A minimum when a? = r . 

14. w = 6 + c (a? — a)' 

A minimum when x^^a. 

15. M=— + 



a; o — a? 

a* 
A minimum when a?= t, and a maximum when 



x = 



a* 



16. w 



3aj^-a" 



(a» + a:y 
A minimum when a;^ 0, and a maximum whe^n a?=+ a. 

17. M=(wiaj + na)"'^— (wi + w)"^aj^a*. 

A minimum when a; = a. 

18. Shew that •; 7 is a maximum when x = cos a;. 

1 + a? tan x 

1 

19. Shew that a^ is a maximum when x = e. 

20. Shew that ^ — zr- is a maximum when a = o • 

tan 3a; 8 






21. Shew that sin a; (1 + cos a;) is a maximum when ^ = 

22. If xy{y — x)^ 2a\ shew that y has a minimum value 

when x = ct. 
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23. If Say +a?y* + 4aaj'= 0, shew that when aj=» — , y has 

a maximum value^ namely — 3a^ the value of -r^- being 

then — -- . 
ba 

24. K a?* + 2aa?*y — ay^ = 0, shewthat when aj=s± a,y=! — a 

and is a minimum. Also, when y = — -^ , a? is both 

a maximum and mimmum, and is = ± — - — • 

25. If 2a^ + 3ay^ —a?y* = 0, shew that a; = a.5* makes y a 

minimum, and = a.5^. 

26. Find the maximum and minimum value of y, when 

y * — 40*^0? + «* = 0. 
a; = c \/3 makes y = c ^(27) a maximum. 
0? = — c iV3 makes y = — c \/(27) a minimum. 

27. A person being in a boat 3 miles from the nearest point 

of the beach, wishes to reach in the shortest time a 
place 5 miles from that point along the shore : sup- 
posing he can walk 5 miles, an hour, but row only at 
the rate of 4 miles an hour, required the place where 
he must land. 

One mile from the place to be reached. 

28. The sides of a rectangle are a and b : shew that the 

greatest rectangle that can be drawn so as to have its 
sides passing through the comers of the given rect- 
angle is a square, each side of which is . 

29. If a rectangular piece of pasteboard, the sides of which 

are a and b, have a square cut out at each comer, find 
the side of the square that the remainder may form a 
box of maximum content. 

The side = " + ^-^(^'-°^ + ^'> . 
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80. A Norman window consists of a rectangle surmounted by 
a semicircle. Given the perimeter, required the height 
and breadth of the window when the quantity of light 
admitted is a maximum. 

The radius of the semicircle must equal the height 
of the rectangle. 

31 • Shew that the altitude of the greatest equilateral triangle 
that can be circumscribed about a given triangle, is 

{a" ^V-2ab cos (Jtt + G)]K 

32. A straight line is drawn through the given point P, 

meeting the axes Ox and Oy at A and B respectively 
(see t^e figure on page 198) ; find the position of the 
straight line, 

(1) When AB is a minimum. 

(2) When OA + OB is a minimum. 

(3) When OA x OB is a minimum. 

(4) When OA + OB + AB is a minimum. 

(5) When OA x OB x AB is a minimum. 

(6) When OA"" + 0J5* is a minimum. 

Let denote the angle PAO, then we must have 

(1) ta.^ = Q*, 

(2) tane = @*, 

(3) tane = -, 

(5) 2atan'^-5tan'^ + atan^-2J = 0, 

(6) im0=(^-y\ 

33. Having given an angle of a triangle and the opposite 

side, prove that the area will be a maximum when the 
given angle is equidistant from the other angles. 
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34. Having given an angle of a quadrilateral and the two 

opposite sides, prove that the area will be a maxi- 
mum when the given angle is equidistant from the 
other angles. 

It follows from the preceding Example that the two 
sides which contain the given angle must be equal in 
order to ensure a maximum area ; for if they were not 
equal the area of the quadrilateral would be increased 
by changing these two sides into two equal sides. 

35. Find the least ellipse which can be described about a 

given parallelogram, and shew that its area is to that 
of the parallelogram as tt is to 2. 

36. The least tangent to an ellipse intercepted by the axes 

is divided at the point of contact into two parts, which 
are equal to the semiaxes respectively. 

37. Find the area and position of the greatest triangle that 

can be placed in a given parabolic segment, having the 
chord of the segment for its base. 

38. Find the least triangle which can be described about a 

given ellipse, having a side parallel to the major axis 
and having the other sides equal 

The height is three times the semi-minor axis. 

39. Prove that of all circular sectors described with the 

same perimeter, the sector of greatest area is that in 
which the circular arc is double the radius. 

40. A chord P8p is drawn through the focus 5 of an ellipse, 

and the points P, p, are joined with the other focus JET: 
determine when the area PHp is a maximum. 

Let e be the eccentricity of the ellipse and 6 the 
angle between the chord PSp and the major axis of 
the ellipse. If 2e' is greater than 1 the maximum is 

1 TT 

' determined by cos' tf = 2 — ^ , and ^= « gives a mini- 
mum ; if 26* is not greater than 1 the maximum is 
when ^ « — , and there is no minimum. 
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il. Find the length of the shortest normal chord in a para- 
bola, and prove that it intersects the curve nearer the 
vertex than any other normal chord. 

K 4a be the latus rectum of the parabola the re- 
quired length is 6a \/3. 

42. Two ships are sailing uniformly with velocities u, v along 

straight lines inclined at an angle 0: shew that if a, 6 
be their distances at one time from the point of inter- 
section of the courses, the least distance of the ships 

1 X (aw — hu) sin 
IS equal to — ^^ r . 

(u* + t^* — 2wi;cos^)5 

43. Of all the straight lines drawn from the vertex of a given 

ellipse to the circumference of the circumscribing circle, 
determine that for which the portion intercepted be- 
tween the two curves is a maximum. 

If be the inclination of the straight line to the 
major axis of the ellipse, and e the eccentricity of the 
ellipse, 

2e^ cos'^ = 3 - e' - V{(1 - «') (9 - 0}- 

44. K an ellipse be described to touch a given semicircle and 

its diameter symmetricallj^ its area when a maximum 

27r7^ 
will be -5—7^, T being the radius of the circle. 
3 Y 

45. An ellipse is inscribed in an isosceles triangle, and has 

one of its axes coincident in direction with the straight 
line bisecting the vertical angle of the triangle : shew 
that this axis is two-thirds of the height of the tri* 
angle when the area of the ellipse is a maximum. 

4*6. Find what sector must be taken out of a gjven circle, in 
order that the remainder may form the curved surface 
of a cone of maximum volume. 

The angle of the sector must be ^^^^-7;: — ^^ . 

47. Two focal chords are drawn in an ellipse at right angles, 
find when their sum is a maximum, and when a 
minimum. 
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[In the following problems the cones and cylinders are sup- 
posed to be right oones and cylinders on arct^Zar bases.] 

48. Determine the greatest cylinder that can be inscribed in 

a given cone. 

If b be the height of the cone, and a the radius of 
its base, the volume of the cylinder is — ira*b. 

49. Determine the cylinder of greatest convex surface that 

can be inscribed in the same cone. 

The surface =^. 



50. Determine the cylinder, so that its whole surface shall be 

a maximum. 

The radius of the cylinder = -^-jt r ; but by the 

nature of the problem this must be less than a ; this 
leads to the condition that b must be greater than 2a in 
order to ensure a maximum. If b be not greater than 
2a the whole surface of the cylinder continually increases 
as its radius increases, and there is no maosimum, 

51. Determine the greatest cylinder that can be inscribed in 

a given sphere. 

If r be the radius of the sphere the height of the 
cylinder is -jr . 

52. Determine the cylinder inscribed in a given sphere which 

has the greatest convex surface. 

Height = r V2. 

53. Determine the cylinder so that its whole surface shaU be 

a maximum. 



Height =r {2 (l--L)|* 



54. Determine the greatest cone that can be inscribed in a 
given sphere. Height = f r. 
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55. Determine the cone of the greatest convex surface that 

can be inscribed in a given sphere. 

Height =f r. 

56. Determine the cone so that its whole surface shall be 

a maximum. 



Height = ^^ (23 -V17). 



57. Given the volume of a cylinder, find its height and 

radius when the sum of the areas of its convex surface 
and one end is a minimum. 

The height is equal to the radius. 

58. Of all cones described about a given sphere, find that of 

minimum volume. 

The sine of the semivertical angle must be J. 

59. A series of cones have their slant sides of the same 

length : find that which has the greatest volume. 

The tangent of the semivertical angle = ^2. 

60. Find the position of the chord which passes through a 

given point within a parabola, and cuts off from the 
parabola the least possible area. 

61. Find a point in an ellipse from which, if perpendiculars 

be drawn to two given conjugate diameters, the sum 
of their squares will be a maximum. 

62. Prove that (p {/{x)} is necessarily either a maximum or 

minimum when f{x) is a maximum. And so also 
when f (x) is a minimum. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

EXPANSION OF A FUNCTION OF TWO INDEPENDENT 

YABIABLES. 

223. Let u=<f>{x,y) be a function of two independent 
variables, and suppose <ji (ar+ A, y + A) is to be expanded in 
ascending powers of h and k. Put 

h = ak\ k = oJe, 
then ^ (a? + A, y + i) = ^ (a? + ah', y + ojfc') ; 

the last expression may be considered a function of a, and 
denote^ by /(a). By Maclaurin's theorem, 

/(a) =/(0) +/'(0) . a +/"(0) . ^ + ; 

we shall now shew how the differential coefficients of /(a) 
may be conveniently expressed. Suppose 

ir + aA' = a?', y + aAr' = y'; 

then /(a) stands for <^ (a;', y') and since both oi and y' con- 
tain a, we have by Art. 169, 

.,(._d^{^j_y) dx dif> (x\ y') dy' 
•^^''^- dx' da'^ dy da. 

_v d(l>{x\y') . ,r d(f>{x\y ') 
dx dy 

Also, by Art. 63, 

d^ {x\ y) ^ d4 {x\ y') dc[ ^ 
dx dx' ' dx ' 

but g = l; 
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therefore ' #^ = #^. , 

ax ax 

Sinularly ^^^%^ = ^^^ ', 

hence /'(a) = A'^^^+Ar'-^!^^, 

which, for shortness, may be written 

Similarly, 

The law of the formation of the successive differential 
coefficients of /(a) is thus obvious. When a=0, /(a) be- 
comes u ; hence we have 

/(0)=«. 



Kestore h for oA', and A; for ok'; then 
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224!. If we wish the series for ij>{x + h, y + k) to close 
after a finite number of terms, we can put the expansion 
fory(a) under the form 

/(a) =/(0) +/(0) . a +/"(0) . g + ...+/- (0) .jg 

and from this the required form for {x + hyjf + k) can be 
obtained. For example, if n == 3, 

<f>{x'\'h,y + k)=u + h£ + k^ 

, 1 (j.d% . _,„ d^v . -,,, d*v . j^d^v] 

where v stands for ^ (a: + ^A, y + 0k). 

225. In the formula established in Art 223, put x^Oj 
and y = Q; then 

+ 

where %, --r^ , -j^ j t/"» stand for the values of 

du du d^u 1 . ^1 

tt, ^, -T-, ^, when m these expressions we put 

aj = 0, and y = 0. If we change h and k into a? and y respec- 
tively in the above formula, we have 

M / \ . du^ , du^ 






+ 



222 EXPANSION OF A FUNCTION. 

x and y being each, put equal to zero in u^ and its differential 
coefficients after the differentiations have been performed 

In this manner the formula of Maclaurin is extended to 
the expansion of functions of two variables. 

226. The expression for the nth differential coefficient 
of /(a), in Art. 223, is 

which, for abbreviation, may be written 

(d <?\" 

is to be expanded by the Binomial Theorem as if A' -^ were 

one term and K -j- the other term : when the expansion is 

/ dy^ f dy 
effected, every such term as (A'-r-J (^';j~) /which 

is to be replaced by h^^k'*" ^ ^. ^ . K we adopt this mode 
of abbreviation the result of Art. 223 may be wiitten 

where w = ^ (a?, y), and v^^{x + 6h, y + 0k). 

By Art. 110 the last term of the expansion may, if we 
please, be replaced "by 

The methods here given for the expansion of a function 
of two independent variables may be readily extended to 
the expansion of a function of more than two independent 
variables. 



occurs 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. Shew that if co and c are positive 

2 log + -+ 

^ c 4- a? X C.+ X 

decreases as x increases. 

2. Shew that if x and c are positive 



\c + xj 



increases as x increases. 

3. If tt=(a: — 3)e'*+4r€*+aj+3 shew that -r-j, ^,andtt 

are positive for all positive values of x. See Ex. 10, p. 86. 

4. Shew that for positive values of x the expression 

e'*(a;-2) + e^(a? + 2) 

diminishes as x increases, and that its greatest vahie 

. 1 
IS -. 
6 

5. Demonstrate the following approximate expression when 

X is small, 

x^ f X 11a? 7aj') 
(l + a:)'=.|l-- + — -_}. 

1 

6. Evaluate V +^; ""^ whena? = 0. 



X 



EesuU, — - . 



7. Shew that when x is infinite 

8. Find tliQ value when x is infinite of 

8a^(l + i)"-8ea='log(l + ^). 



Besult, c. 
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J — tan"* X 
9. Evaluate ^^^.i^^^ when » = 1. 

log^cot|j 

10. Evaluate ^ ^ , when x^O. 

cot X + log X 

T^ t sec* X r T 

11. Evaluate - ^^^ when a? = — . 

in Ti 1 X tan na; — tan ma? 

12- Evaluate — : — 7-5 j-r > 

sin (no; — mx) 

(1) when a? = 0, (2) whenn = 7n* 

13. In the equation f{x + h)''f{x)—hf'{x+0h), shew 

that iif"{x) is not zero the limiting value of d as A is 

indefinitely diminished is - : also shew that if /*'(«) 

is the first of the differential coefl5cients/"(ir), y"(a;),. . . 
which is not zero, the limiting value of ^ as A is in- 
definitely diminished is 

\r) 

14. In the equation / (a? + A) — / (a?) = i^'(a? + BK) shew 

that if ^ be the same for all values of A, it must equal 

- and /"(a;) must be constant 

15. Change the independent variable from 2 to a; in the 

equation 



z 
where « = e***. 



Result. ^ + tanaj3^ = U 
dj^ ax 
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16. Transform the expression 

\[dx) ^ \dy) + \dz) j Ydx^ydy^'^dz, 

into one in which r, ^> 6 shall be the independent 
variables, having given 

a; = rsin^cos<^, y = r sin tf sin<^, « = rcosA 

17. If Xy y and f , i; be co-ordinates of the same point 

referred to two systems of rectangular co-ordinates, 
shew that 

da:* e^y* \dx dy) d^ drf [d^ dv) * 

18. Shew that a;* + a; sin a? + 4 cos a? is a minimum when 

a? = 0. 

19. GQ is the perpendicular from the centre C of an ellipse 

on the tangent at a point P: find the maximum value 
ofPQ. 

Result a — h. 

20. A straight line drawn from the extremity of the minor 

axis of an ellipse cuts the major axis at Q and the 
curve at P; from P the ordinate PN is drawn to the 
major axis : find when the area PQN is a maximum. 

Remit. PN-^ j (V17 - 1). 



T. D. C. Q 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MATTMA AND MINIMA VALUES OF A FUNCTIOJT Of TWO 

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES. 

227. Definition. A function ^ (a?, y) of two indepen- 
dent variables is said to have a maximum value when 
^ (oj + A, y + i) is less than ^ (x, y) for all values of h and Jc. 
positive or negative, comprised between zero and certain 
finite limits however smaU. The function is said to have a 
minimwm value when <^ (j? + A, y + i) is greater than ^ (a;, y) 
for all such values of h and h 

228. To investigate the conditions that a function of two 
independent variables may hckve a ma^dmum or minimv/m 
value. 

Let u = ^ {x, y), 

v = ^{x + ehyy + 0k)'y 
then, by Art. 226, 

(fi {x +K y -^ h) =f u -^ h J- -{- k J- + B, 

Now, if h ~j- + k-r- be not zero, by taking h and k suf- 
ficiently small, we can always make R less than ^ T" "*■ ^ 3" » 
and hence the sign of ^ (a; + A, y + A) — ^ {x, y) will depend on 
that of A -1- + A; -T- , and will therefore change by changing 

that of h and k \ it is impossible then that ^ (x, y) can have 
a maximum or minimum value unless 

J du .du ^ 
h -J- -{-k j- = 0. 
ax ay 



MAXIMA AND KINUCA VALUES OF A FUNCTION. 227 

Since the quantities h and h are independent^ we must have 

du du 

— = —=0. 

Find values of w and v from thes^ equations, say ^==a, 

y =s J ; let the values of -^-^ , , , , -v^ , when these yalue^ 

are assigned to x and y, be 46noted l^y A, B^ C, respectively. 
We have then by J^t 226, 

^ (a + A, 6 + 4) - ^ (a, J) =4 {^A« + 2£AJfc+ CF} + ^j, 

Li 

where A=l{A^g + 3A.*^ + 8A*»^-H*'|^}. 

a; being made = a, and y = 2(, after the differentiations haye 
been performed 

If A, B, and do not all vanish^, the sign of 

^ (a + A, J + *) — ^ (a, b) 
will, wh^n A ^nd k ^re taken small enough, depen^l op thftt of 

^A* + 2^Ai+Cifc', orof^K^t + ^y + ^C-^* 

If AC—B* be i^egatiye, it will be possible, by ascribing 

a suitable value to ^ , to make the last expression vanish and 

change its sign ; and then <f) (a, b) is i^either a maximum nor 
minimum value of ^ (x, y). Hence generally we must have 
AC— B* positive as a condition for the existence of a maxi- 
mum or minimum. In this case A and C will have the same 
sign, and Ah^ + 2Bhk + CA* will have the same sign as -4 or 
C'y and if that sign be positive, <f> (a, J) is a minimum value 
of <l> {x, y), if negative, <}> {a, J) is a maximum value. 

We say ihsX generally AC—ff must be positive; because, 
in fact, there m^y be a maximum or minimum value when 
-4 (7 — ^* = 0, as we shall now proceed to shew. 

229. To investigate the additional conditions for the ex- 
istence of a maximum or minimum when AC—B* = 0. 

UAG-B'^0, then 

Ah'+2Bhk+ c^*"=3 (^l+^T; 
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hence ij>{a + h, b+k) — <^ (a, b) is always of the same sign as 
A, when h and k are taken small enough, except when t ia 

equal to—i'y and then the sign is as yet unknown and 

further investigation is required. Let P, Q, 8^ T stand for 
the values of 

cPw d^u ^u ^u 

respectively, when x — a and y = J ; and let 

a: being made = a and y = 6 after the differentiations* 

Suppose T w ejwaZ to — -^ > then u!lA'+ 25^4 + CI? vanishes, 
and 

Hence if A and A; be taken small enough the sign of 

^ (a + A, 6 + i) — ^ (a, h) 

will be the same as the sign of 

PA» + 3gA*A; + 3fifAA;* + r)fc*, 

and will therefore change by changing the sign of h and k ; 
it is impossible then that ^ (a, h) can be a maximum or mini- 
mum value unless 

vanishes when r is equal to—-^. 

Suppose this condition to be satisfied, then the sign of 

^{a + h,b-\'k)^ff>{a, J), 

when T is equal to — -^ , is the same as the sign of -B^ ; and 

h "R 

when T is wo^ equal to — j , and A and k are taken small 
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enough, the sign of ^ (a + A, 6 + 4) — ^ (a, b) is the same aa 
the sign of A. But in order that ^ (a, b) may be a maxi< 
mum or minimum value the sign of ^ (a + A, 6 -f A) — ^ (a, b) 
must be invariable when h and k are taken small enough. 

Hence we have the condition that the sign of B^ when t w 

equal to --z, and h and k are taken small enough, must be 

the same as the sign of A. 

If these two additional conditions are satisfied ^ {a, b) is a 
maximum value if ^ be negative, and a minimum value if A 
be positive. 

230. If J. = 0, S = 0, and (7=0, we must proceed thus: 
^{a-^h, b-\-k)^(l> (a, b) = i {PA'+ 3QA'A + 35AA;«+ 1%'} + JS„ 

where F, Q, o, T, stand for the values of -r^ , ,^ , , 

when a; = a and y = i, and 

X being made = a, and y = 6, after the difiFerentiations. 

Hence, that ^ (a, i) may be a maximum or minimum, it 
is necessary that P, Q, 8, T, should all vanish. Also, jB, 
must be of invariable sign ; but the conditions to ensure this 
are too complicated to find investigation here. 

231. The following is another method of investigating 
the conditions that a function of two independent variables 
may admit of a maximum or minimum value. 

Let u = (f){x, y), where x and y are independent : required 
the maxima and minima values of u. 

If y, instead of being independent of a?, were equal to 
some function of x, say -^ (x), then u would be a function 
of one variable x. We should then have 






s=(s)^(|)*». 
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In order that u may be a maximum x>t minimum> we must 
have, by Art. 211^ 

=(y. 



therefore (|) + (|) ^'(-) = C 

Hence, sincffe y is really inde]pendent of a?, this equatioh toailst 
hold whatever be the function ylr\x) ; 

.w». (|).o, @).». 

In order that u may be a moivimum, the values of x and y 
derived froni the lasl eqilations mUst make -y-^ negative, 
whatever "^'{p) may be; hence, denoting by A, By C, the 
values which [-7-^2), [ , 7 )> aiid [^2] 9 respectively assume 
for the values of w and y under consideration, we require that 

A + 2Bylr'{x) + C{ir'{x)Y 

should be always negative, whatever ylr{x) mhj be. Hence 
as in Art. 228j A must be Ttegajtiv'e^ and generally AG — B^ 
must be positive. Similarly, that u may be a minimwm we 
must have A positive, and generally AG-^ff positive. 

The preceding method may be rendered more symmetrical 

by supposing both x tod y functions of a third variable t. 

dx dtt 

Putting for shortness Dx for ^ , and Dy for -^ , we have 



Hence we must have 



(du\ dDx (Au\ dDy 
\^) IT \dy) ~W ' 



(S)-". Q-"- 
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Also for values of x and y found from these equations, 

must preserve an invariable sign, whatever be the signs and 
values of Dx and Dy. From this we deduce the same results 
as in the preceding Article. 

232. There is no theoretical diflSculty in finding the maxi- 
mum or minimum value of an implicit function of two inde- 
pendent variables, nor in finding the maximum or minimum 
Value of a variable which is connected with any number of 
other variables by equations, when the whole number of equa- 
tions is two less than the whole number of variables. For 
example, suppose we have two equations 

/j(aj, y, «, tt)=0, /a (a?, y, i5, tt) = 0, (1), 

involving four variables x, y, «, w, and we trish to find the 
maximum or minimum value of m. We may eliminate one 
of the three variables x, y, z between the two equations ; 
suppose we eliminate z ; then we obtain one equation con- 
necting X, y, and u ; from this we find u in terms of x and y, 
and proceed in the ordinary way to investigate the maximum 
or minimum value of u. Or if we wish to avoid the elimina- 
tion we may adopt the following method : consider x and y 
as the independent variables and differentiate the given 
equations (1) ; thus 

^+^ ^ + ^^ = 
dx dz dx du dx 

dy dz dy du dy 

dx dz dx du dx 

dy dz dy du dy 

dz dz 

From these equations we can eliminate -j- and ^, and 

find -T- and -y ; then for a maximum or minimum value of u 
ax dy 



(2). 
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the values of -j- and -^- must be zero. Thus, more simply, 
we may put t- = and -y- = in equations (2), and then 

eliminate -r aud -j- ; the two resulting equations combined 

with (1) will determine the values of a?, y, z and w, which may 
correspond to a maximum or minimum value of u. And by 
diflferentiating equations (2) with respect to x and y we can 

nnd ^ , -j-j- , and nr2 > ^^^ so settle whether « is really 

a maximum or minimum. 

Practically the solution of problems of this class is facili- 
tated by the method of indeterminate multipliers^ which is 
explained in the following Chapter. 

233. The student will find it advantageous to illustrate 
this Chapter by means of the Geometry of Three Dimensions. 
If ^ = </) (x, y) be the equation to a surface, to find the maxima 
and minima values of z amounts to finding those points on 
the surface which are at a greater or a less distance from the 

plane of (a?, y) than adjacent points. The conditions ;t- = 0, 

dz 
and — = 0, make the tangent plane at any one of the points 

in question parallel to the plane of (x, y). The interpretation 
of the case in which £*— ^C= will be seen from what is 
stated in Art. 235. 

The method given in Art. 231 admits of clear geometrical 
illustration. If, for example, there be a point on the given 
surface which is at a maximum distance from the plane of 
(a?, y), then in passing from that point to an adjacent point, 
along any curve whatever lying on the surface^ we must ap- 
proach nearer to the plane of (a?, y). Now, by combining the 
equation « = <^ (a?, y) with y = '^ (x), we obtain a curve lying 
on the given surface, and by giving every variety of form to 
yjr (x) we may obtain as many curves as we please. Hence 
we see that if we put y = ^ (x), and leave the form of the 
function ^|r (a?) arbitrary, we do not really break the restric- 
tion that X and y are to be independent. 
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234. A function u of two variables may have a maximum 
or minimum value for values of x and y which render -p 

and -J- indeterminate or infinite. Such exceptional cases must 

be examined specially, as there is no general theory appli- 
cable to them. For example, suppose 

du ^ 2x du 2y 

^""3(a? + y^*' dy^ ^ {x* -{• f)^ 

Here, when x and y vanish -r- and -,- become indeter- 
minate. If we put y = ax,we have 

du _ 2 du 2ql 

^'"3a;^{l+a*}*' ^ "" 3a?* (1 + a'^)' ' 

Ct2^ 1 du . >, , 
Hence t- and -7- are infinite when a? = 0, and y = 0. But 

tt is really a minimum then, for it vanishes only when x and 
y vanish and is never negative, 

235. On a case 0/ maxima or minima values of a function 
of two independent variables. 

If u denote a function of two independent variables x and y, 
the values of x and y that make u a maximum or minimum 
are found from the two equations 

du ^ du ^ 

dx" * dy^ ' 

K these equations are satisfied by a single relation between 
X and y, we cannot determine a finite number of values oi.x 
and y, that render u a maximum or minimum. This case we 
propose to examine. 

Suppose u = (l>{x, y) (1), 

^£=U.M, p^^V.M (2). 

where U, V, M are functions of x and y. 
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If Jlf=0 (3), 

-t ,1 du J du , , 
both -J- and -j- vanish. 
dx ay 

From equations (2) we deduce 

-3-5 =17. -^5— + if . J- =U. -J— when (3) is satisfied, 
cUXj dx ax ax 

^-g = y^^ — VM, -r— = F. -7— when (3) is satisfied, 

-7 — r- =1^- -7- + if . -7- = F. -r- when (3) is satisfied, 
dxdy dx dx dx ^ ^ 

—U.-r-+M.-j- =Z7.-^ when (3) is satisfied. 



dydx dy ' dy ' dy 

But , , = , , always ; hence, when (3) is satisfied, 



\dx dy) * * dx' dy ' 



If then -4, J?, G denote the values of -7-5 , , , ■ , and -5-j. 

when (3) is satisfied, we have 

AG^R (4). 

Now suppose that from Jf = 0, we find y in terms of Xy 
say y = '^ (a;), and substitute in u; we thus make u a function 
of X only. On this hypothesis 

du _ fdu\ /du\ dy 
dx \dx) \dy) chs 

=.U.M+r.M^, by (2), 

= 0, since Jf = by hypothesis. 

Hence, this substitution of -^ (x) for y has reduced u to 

du 
a constant, since ^ vanishes without our assigning any parti- 

ir value to x. 
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Let us now retiim to equations (1) and (2). Change in 
4> (py y) *^® variables x and y to a? + & and y + A; respectively. 
Calling w' the new value of m, we get 

dx 3y [2 (do?* X {2a;e^;y A* rfy^J 

tiet lis How assign to x and y any Values consistent with 
(3), leaving however the ratio of A; to A quite arbitrary, and 
examine whether v! becomes less or greater than u when k 

and h are sufficiently diminished. The coefficient of — in 

the above value of m', is 

Now by (4) this 



(-©■• 



and is thereifore necessarily positive if ^ be positive, and 
necessarily negative if -4 be negative, whatever be the ratio of 
ktoh, except for that particular value of the ratio which makes 
the expression vanish. Hence the conclusion will be this : if 
we assign to x and y values consistent with M= 0, then when 
h and k are sufficiently diminished, u' is certainly less than u 

if -T-^ be negative, and certainly greater than w if -j^ be 

positive, excepting only when k has to h one particular ratio. 
This latter case would require further examination, had we 
not already shewn thai by a certain supposition u is reduced to 
a constant, so that when k has to h the owe particular ratio, 
u is ultimately neither greater than u nor less than u, but 
equal to it. 

The whole theory may be illustrated geometrically; for 
example, if 

js' = a* — a;" — y*+ (a? cos a +y sin a)' (1), 

find maxima or minima values oi z\ 
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2f ^ == — a?+ (a? COS a + y sin a) cos a 

= (y cos a — a? sin a) sin a, 

dz , . . 

25 -7- = -- (y cos a — a?sin a) cos a ; 

therefore, when y cos a — a? sin a = 0.., (2), 

-J- and -J- both vanish. 
ax ay 

Under these circumstances z becomes = + a. 

Now equation (1) represents a cylinder having its axis 
parallel to the plane of (x, y). Equation (2) represents a 
plane which passes through the axis xOf the cyUnder, and 
which cuts the surface in two parallel straight lines. Along 
the upper straight Une we have « = a. All points in this 
straight line are at the same distance from the plane of (a?, y), 
and at a greater distance than any points not in this straight 
line. This straight line is in fact a ridge in the surface. 

Another example may be seen in the equation 

z':^2a^/{a?^'f)-{a?^\'f). 

This surface is that formed by the revolution of a circle about 
a tangent line which is the axis of z. The highest point of 
the circle will by revolution generate a circle, all the points 
of which are at the same distance from the plane of (a?, y\ 
and at a greater distance than any adjacent points of the 
surface. 



EXAMPLES. 



a . a 



1. Let tt = a7* + a7y +y'H H — , 

du ^ ^ a^ du ^ ' a* 

a' a* 

therefore 2aj + y— -^ = 0, 2y + a? — -5 = 0; 

therefore (2aj + y) a;* = a' = (2y + a?) y* ; 
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therefore 2 (iC* — y") = ay (y — a?) ; 

therefore 2 (a? — y) (x" + a?y + y*) = a?y (y — a?) : 
either then a? = y> 

or 2a:^ + 3ay + 2y*=0. 

The latter leads to an impossible result ; the former gives 

cPu , 



dxdy 



d^u 2a' 



.aerefore ^ j-a — ( j^ t 1 is positive When x and y have 
the assigned values, and -j-^ is positive; hence t« is then a 



minimum. 

2. Let tt = cosa:cosa + sina;sinacos(y — )8), 

^ dn , 

^ = •-- sm a? cos a + cos a? sin a cos (y -^ yS), 

^- «= — smasmajsin (y-'/S). 

Hence ^ vanishes when y = )8, and then -^ becomes 
sin (a — a?), and vanishes when a? = ou 

AJso ^ = — cos a; cos a — sin a? sin a cos (y — )8), 
= — cos a:sm a sm (y — p). 



dxdy 



d^u . . f c^ 

^ = — sm a sm a?cos (y — p). 
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The first expression becomes -- 1, the second becomes 0^ 
and the third becomes — sin* «, when the assigned values of 

X and y are substituted. Hence ^-, ^ /t" ( j j ' ) ^ positive, 
and w is a maximum. / 

T 

( 

3. Suppose u = e'^'''(aa? + bf). 

Here ;7- = 0, and ^ = 0, give as one pair of values a? = 0, 
y = 0. And these values^ make 

cPu _ cPu _ cTu __ , 

therefore w has then a minimum value, 

Another pair of values is given by 

a; = 0, 
and 6 — ax^ — by* = 0, 

that is, a: = 0, and y = ± I. 

With these values we have 

d^u, , ,. _, d^u d}u , ., 

Hence, if a is less than 5, we have a maximum value of w, 
and if a is greater than 6, we have neither a maximum nor 
a minimum. 

There is only one other solution, namely, that found by 
combining 

y = 0, and a — a^? — Jy" = ; 

therefore ,y=0, and a;=± 1. 
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Here we should find that if a is less than h, there is 
neither a maximum nor a minimum, and if a is greater than 
by there is a maximum value of t«. 

If in this example a = b, we arrive at the anomalous case 
considered in Art. 235. 

4. Let tt = sina? + siny + cos(a?+y), 

^ = cosic-sm(aj+y), 

du • / . \ 

^ = cosy-8m(aj + y). 

If -J and -r- vaQishy we must have 

cos a: = cos y = sin (a? + y). 

These equations admit of numerous solutions. For ex- 
ample, 

if cos X = cos y, 

we have a; = y, as one solution. 

Hence we have cos a; = sin 2a? 

B 9 sin 0? cos ^ ; 
therefore, either cos a? = 0, or sin a; = J. 

If we take the first, and put a? = y = ^ > we have neither 
a maximum nor a minimum ; if we put 

37r 

we obtain a minimum. 

If we take sin a? = J, and put 

x = !, = ^, 

m 

we obtain a maximum value for u. 
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5. To find a point such that the sum of the straight lines 
joining it with the angular points of a given triangle shall be 
a minimum. 

Let ABC be the given triangle; let BC^<h GA = h^ 
AB = c. Take any point P ^ 

and draw PM perpendicular 
to AB; let AM= x, PM== y. 
Also let AP^u, BP=% 
GP^w\ the angle ^PJf= d, 
BPM=^<I>, CPM = ylr. 

Then u^^Qf-^y\ 

10*= (6 cos ^ — a?)* -f (isin^ — y)*- 
For a minimum value of « + 1? + «? we must have 

du dv dw __ ^ 
dx dx dx 




and 



du dv , ^_ /v 
dy dy dy "" 



0)> 

(2). 



Now 



du 
dx 


X _ 
u 


• sin 0^ 




di^^ 
dx 


c 


-X * 

V 


•si 


dw 


_b 


cos^^ 


x 


dx" 


V) 




du 
dy" 


u 


' cos 0, 





= — sin '^, 



dv y , 

-J- = ^ = cos 6> 
dy V 

dw J sin ^ — y ^^^ , 
— - = —^ «= cos y. 

dy w 

Hence, from (1) and (2), 

sin 5 = sin ^ + sin ^fr, 

cos ^ = — cos <\> — cos -^/r. 
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Square and add ; thus 

therefore cos (-^/r — ^) = — J = cos 120^ 

Thus the angle CPB must be 120^ Similiaxly it may bo 
shewn that APB and APC must each be 120*. Hence we 
have the following result: describe on the sides of the 
given triangle segments of circles eaxjh containing an angle 
of 120^, and their common point of intersection is the point 
required. 

It is obvious that there must be a point for which the 
proposed sum is a minimum, and therefore we need not exa- 
mine the criteria depending on the second differential coeffi- 
cients. 

If the given triangle has an angle equal to 120^ then that 
angular point is the point required ; if it has an angle greater 
than 120^ the method fails to give the solution. It may 
however be shewn that when the triangle has an angle 
greater than 120^^ the vertex of the obtuse angle is the point 
required. 

For suppose the point P inside the triangle and very near 
to the • angle B of the triangle ; let PB = r, PBA = a, 
PBC = y; then 

u = V(c^ — ^<^ cos a + r^, r = r, 

w = i^(a^ — 2ar cos 7+ r^. 

Thus neglecting squares and higher powers of r we have 
approximately 

tt + v-fw = a + c + r — r (cos a + cos 7) 

a+7 a— 7 
= a + c + r— 2rcos — s"^^^^ ""2 ' 

Now 2 cos — ^ is less than unity if J? is greater than 

(X 4. ry (X — 7 . 

120^ and thus a + c + r - 2r cos —^ cos —^ is greater 

than a-ycn And it is obvious that if P be outside the tri- 
angle the mxm of its distances from A, B, and is greater 

T.D.C. B < 
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than a + c. Therefore in passing from jB to any adjacent 
point either inside or outside the triangle the sum of the dis- 
tances is increased; and therefore at the point B the sum is 
a minimum. 

The values of ^ and -j- take the form - at the point 

£;'and this is the reason that the solution failed to indicate 
the point B. We have already remarked in Art. 234 that a 
maximum or minimum value may exist corresponding to 
such indeterminate values of the differential coefficients, 

6. Find the maximum and minimum value of 

{hx -f fey — g) {hx 4- A:y — b) 

Let u denote the expression, and let v denote 

Uien w=«"* (A^ + fey-a) (Aa? + fey — 6) ; 

du __ h {2hx + 2Jet/ — a — &) 2a? {hx -f h/ — a) {hx + ky — b) 
dx" V t^ ' 

du __ h {2hx + 2% - g - 5) _ 2y {hx + k^'-a) {hx-\'hy-h) 
dy^ V 1? ' 

Put ^ = 0, and j- = ; thus we deduce 

x y 

T- = T = r suppose. 

Substitute rh for x and rk for y in -y- =0 or -r- =0 ; we 

shall obtain after reduction the following quadratic equation 
in r: 

rVA' + i')(« + J)+2r(A» + Jfc«-a5)-(a + 5) = 0; 

thus the values of r are possible, and one is positive and the 
Other is negative. 



EXAMPLES OF MAXIMA AND MINIMA. 243 

If we diflFerentiate the values of -y- and -7- , and after dif- 

ax ay 

ferentiation use the relations which arise from -j- ss and 

cue 

-j-= 0, we shall find 
dy 

d*u hi^ky-a-h) ^i^r-^a-^b 
daf XV TV ' 

cTtt fc(2Aaj-a-ft) 2AV-a-6 
djf yv m ' 

d^u _2hk 
dxdy V ' 

Hence the sign of ^ (7 — -B* is the same as the sign of 

r" ' 

and is therefore the same as the sign of 

Now it may be shewn that if a + 6 be not zero and a be 
not equal to b, the sign of the last expression is positive 
for both the values which r can have. For suppose a + 6 

positive ; then we have to shew that /la . #.av —r \a positive, 

that is, we have to shew that ., , , ^ is greater than the 

positive root of the quadratic in r. Substitute the positive 

quantity —tj^ — pr for r in the expression which forms the 

left-hand member of the quadratic ; we shall obtain a positive 

result if a and 6 are unequal ; this shews that .,^ ,„ is greater 

than the positive root of the quadratic {Algebra, Art. 339). 
Similarly we may establish the result if a + 6 is negative. 

Hence the necessary conditions for a maximum or mini- 
mum are fulfilled. 

b2 
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Since -4C7 — J?* is positive A and £1^ have the same sign, 
and that sign is the same as the sign of ^ + C> and therefore 
the same as the sign of 

r 

If a + J is positive this expression is positive or negative 
according as r is positive or negative ; if a + 6 is negative 
it is positive or negative according as r is negative or posi- 
tive. Thus we can discriminate between the maximum and 
minimum value of u* 

Two particular cases which have been excepted above 
remain to be noticed. 

L Suppose a = 6. , Here we shall have 

•J- =2t;""(Aaj + A?y — a) {Av — a? (^ + % — «)}, 

— =: 2t?"" (^ + A:y — a) {A?y — y (Aoj + iy — a)|. 

If we suppose Aa? + A;^ — a = we arrive at the case dis- 
cussed in Art. 235, in which there is not strictly a maxi- 
mum or minimum. If we take the other factors in -^ and 

ax 

-T- and put 

hv — x {fix + % — a) = and kv^y (Aa? + A;y — a) = 0, 
we shall obtain 



h 



h 



^'-'"a' y-^a^ 



these values will be found to make u a maximum. 

The quadratic equation for r, when a = 6, has for its roots 



r = 



a 



or r = — 



*" + *• a- 

the former value leads to values of x and y which satisfy 
hx + ky^a^O\ the latter leads io the values 

h h 



aj = — , 



v= — 
^ a 



n. Suppose a-f J = 0. The original investigation be- 
comes inapplicable; it may be shewn that the only values of 
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X and y which make -7- and -?- vanish are a: = 0, y=0; and 
these give a minimum value to «. 

7. Find the maximum value of a?y^ (6 — a? — y). 

Result Maximum when a; » 3, y = 2. 

8. Tf w= (2aaj — ic*) (2Jy — y*), find its maximum or mini- 

mum value. 

ResvU. x = a, y = b, make u a maximum. 

9. If w = a?* + y* — 2a:^ + 4rcy — 2y", shew that when x = 0, and 

y = 0, ii is neither a maximum nor minimum ; when 
0? = ± \/2, and y = hF \/2, t* is a minimum. 

10. If w=y*-8/ + 18v'-8y + aj'-3a"-3a?, then3 + 4\/2 

is a maximum value of u and — 6 — 4 V2 is aminimum 
value of w. 

11. If w = a?' + a?y+y* — fltx — 6y, then J(a5 — a* — i") is a 

minimum value of u. 

12. Divide a number n into three parts, a?, y, and 0, such 

that^ + ^ + ~- shall be a maximum or minimum, 
2 3 4 

and determine which it is. 

Result. 57 = ^ = g ^ maximum. 

13. If w = a:* + y* + 3aa?y, then a' is a maximum value of u, 

14. Find the maximum or minimum of x {a? +y') — 3aa;y. 

15. Find the maximum or minimum of •; ?-. 

1 — aa? — 6y 

a a •{■0 

with the upper sign there is a maximum, with the 
lower a minimum* 

16. If u = i^[{c-x){c-'y){x + y--c)], shew that it is a 

2c 
maximum when x = y=^-gr. 
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17. Shew that -77; — , . ^.. is a maximum when aj = --. 



c 



^ = a 

18. Shew that a?6*^"^*' has neither a maximum nor a mini- 

mum. 

19. Find the minimum value of x + y-^z, subject to the 

condition 

X y z 

Result When --7- = -^=-t =V« + V^ + Vc 

»Ja tsjo sjc 

20. Find the minimum value of a^y"^^ subject to the same 

condition as in the preceding Example. 

ReBult. When^ = f^ = - = © + ff + r. 

21. Having given the three sides of a triangle, find a point 

withm it, such that, if perpendiculars be drawn from 
it to the sides, their continued product shall be a 
maximum. Shew that straight lines joining this point 
with the comers of the given triangle wiU divide it 
into three equal triangles. 

22. Find the maximum value of ocyz subject to the con- 

dition 

O c 

Result . 

23. Determine a point within a triangle, such that the sum 

of the squares on the distances from the three sides is 
a minimum. 

Result If p, q, r, be the perpendiculars on the sides 
a, b, c, respectively, then 

p _q _^ _ 2 area of triangle 
a^b^c a' + b* + d" 
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24. Determine a point within a triangle such that the sum 

of the squares on the distances from the three angles 
is a minimum. 

Resvlt The centre of gravity of the triangle. 

25. Through a point within a triangle three straight 

lines are drawn parallel to the sides dividing the 
triangle into three parallelograms and three triangles : 
shew that the sum of these triangles is least when the 
straight lines are drawn through the centre of gravity 
of the triangle. 

26. A triangular space is to be diminished by fencing off 

the comers, each fence being circular and having the 
nearest comer as centre: shew how to leave the 
greatest possible central space with a given length of 
fence. 

BesuU. The radii of the circular fences are eq\ial. 

27. Given the sum of the three edges of a rectangular 

parallelepiped, find its form that its surface may be 
a maximum. 

28. In a given sphere inscribe a rectangular parallelepiped 

whose volume is a maximum. Also one whose surface 
is a maximum. 

Result A cube. 

29. Of all triangles of the same perimeter find that which 

will generate the greatest double cone by revolving 
about a side. 

Resvlt The fixed side must be two-thirds of each of 
the other sides of the triangle. 

30. A rectangular parallelepiped is so constructed that a 

plane which passes through three of its comers, but 
through no edge, contains a point whose distances 
from the three faces adjacent to one of the other 
comers are given. Shew that the shortest diagonal 

which such a parallelepiped can have, is (a* + 6^ + (^)^> 
where a, i, c are the given distances. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

XfAXIMA AND MINIMA VALUES OF A FUNCTION OF SEVERAL 

VARIABLES. 

236, Let « == <^ (a?, y, z) be a function of three Independent 
variables, of which we require the maxima and minima values. 
By an investigation similar to that in Art 224, 

(a? + A, y + A;, « + Z) - ^ (a:, y, «) 

T du y du -jdu 
ax ay az 

. V d^u . 1^ d^u r d^u . y , d'u , , d'u , , d^u 



2 da^ 2 dy^ 2 dz* dydz dxdz dxdy 

where jB is a function involving powers and products of A, A:, I 
of the third degree, which may be expressed for abbrevia- 
tion by 

I Ld . d ^dV 

^fd^^^Ty'^^dzV^ 
V denoting ^(x+Oh, y-\- 6k^ z + 0l). 

If we make A, k, I small enough, the sign of 

(f>(x + h, y + k, z + t)-'^(x,y,z) 

will in general depend upon that of the terms involving only 
tbe first powers of h,k,lf hence^ to ensure a maximum or 
minimum, we must have • 

j^du , y du jdu . 
dx ay az 
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and therefore, since h, h, I are independent, 

du du du 

dx «' dy ^' dz ^- 

Let values of x,y,zhe found from these equations, and 
when these values are substituted in -7-3; T?**"* ^®^ 

d*u _ J d*u _ yj d*u _ ^ 

rfycis ' dxdz" ' dxdy" 
The sign of 

^(a; + A, y + k, iS + Z) - </» (a?, y, «) 

can, with the values of x, y, z just found, be made to depend 
on that of 

AV-\'B1f'^ Cr + 2A'kl + 2B'hl+2Chk (1). 

Hence, that u may have a maximum or minimum value, 
the expression (1) must retain the same sign, whatever be the 
signs and values of h, k, I comprised between zero and fixed 
finite limits. If we put 

h^sl, k = tl, 
it follows that 

A^ + Se-^ C+2At-\-2B8 + 2C8t (2), 

must be of invariable sign, whatever be the signs and values 
of 8 and t. Multiply (2) by A, and rearrange the terms ; then 

(As + JBr+Cty+{AB^C'^e + 2{AA'-BC')t + AG^B'^ 

(3), 

must retain an invariable sign. 

Hence, (AB-- 0'') f + 2 (AA! -ffC) t-\'AG^B'' must 
be incapable of becoming negative ; therefore 

AB— C* must be positive, and (4), 

(^ul'-5'(77 less than {AB-C^ {AC-B^ (5)j 

(4) and (5) are the conditions that must be satisfied in order 
that u may be a maximum or minimum. Conversely, if they 
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are satisfied, u is a maximum or minimum ; for then (3) is 

necessarily positive, therefore (2) has always the same sign as 

A, and uis a. maximum if ^ be negative, and a minimum if 

A be positive. 

Hence the necessary and sufficient conditions for the 

existence of a maximum or minimum value of a function u of 

three independent variables, are, that the values of x, y, z 

drawn from 

du ^ du ^ du 
r2i — — = -—=0 
dx * dj/ * dz ' 

, d^u d'u ( (Ptt \* 

should make ^ ^. - [^ positive. 

, (d^u d^u d^u d^u \* , ^, 

and I -7-0 -5 — -r — 5 — 5- 1 — r less than 

V aar ay dz dx dy dx dzj 

id^ d^ _ / cPu Yl (d^a ^ _ / d^u Vj 
\dx^ dy^ \dxdy) )\da^ dz^ \dxdzj ) 

It follows of course from these conditions, that 
d'ud'u 



j — f , , J must be positive, 



da? dz 

and thus -v-^ , -1-0 , -t-j must all have the same sign, and u 

is a maximum if that sign be negative, and a minimum if it 
be positive. 

From the conditions (4) and (5), we should conjecture by 
the principle of symmetry, that BG—A'* will also be positive 
if (4) and (5) hold. This is easily verified, for from (5) we 
find that 

A [ABG-V 2A'B'0 - AA!^ - BB'^ - CC^] 

is positive, and therefore, since A and B have the same sign, 
by (4) 

B[ABC + 2A'BC-AA'*-BB'*- CG'^ 

is positive, and therefore 

{BB - A'G)* is less than {fiC- A'^ {BA - 0"), 
from which it follows -that BO—A'*iB positive. 
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xyz 



237. Example, Let u = , — --7-7 — . f . . x / -. rx ; 

du _ y« (ay —a?') u(ay — g^) 

rfa? {a-^xf^x + y)* (y + «) (;5 + i) ~ a? (a + a?) (« + y) ' 

™ '^^^ dy~y(x+y)(jf+z)' 

du u (by — 2*) 



Hence, if ay — a?'=0, a:^ — y* = 0, and hy — s?^0,u may be 
a maximum or minimum : these equations give 

X _y _« _i. 
a" x" y~^ z^ 

therefore each of these fractions = */(-••-•-) or ^ 7 - . 

y \a X y zj y a 

Call this r ; then 

x^aVy y^xr=^ ar^, z=yr =i ar^. 

Proceeding to the second differential coefficients of u, we 
have 

d*u _ 2a?u o 

flb'* x{a + x) {x + y) '* 

the terms included in the &c. being such as vanish when the 
specific values are assigned to x, y, z. 

2u 2 



Hence -4 = — 



aV(l+r)» aV(l4-r)«* 



Similarly B, C7, ... can be found, and we shall finally arrive 
at the result that u is a maximum. 

238. Suppose it required to determine the maxima and 
minima values of a function ^ (a?, y, 2, ...) of w variables, 
these variables being connected by n equations, of which the 
general form is 

F,{x,y,z,...)^0.:., ...(1). 

The m variables involved in ff> are of course not all inde- 
pendent, since by meana of the gi^ en equations n of them 
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may be expressed in terms of the remaining m - n. The 
simplest theoretical method of investigating the maxima and 
minima values of ^ would be to express by means of the 
given equations the values of n of the variables in terms 
of the rest, and to substitute these values in 0; thus <f> 
would become a function of m — w independent variables, 
and we might proceed to ascertain its maxima and minima 
values in the manner already given for functions of. one, two, 
or three independent variables. But this method would be 
often impracticable on account of the diflSculty of solving the 
given equations, and the following method is therefore 
adopted. 

Suppose a?, y, 5f... all functions of some new variable t, of 
which consequently ^ becomes a fimction. Put for shortness 

Tt-"'- i-^- n-"'-- 

From the n given equations (1) we deduce 

d^\ r\ . dF. r\ . dF. r\ . A" 



U/JU U/U %Jb4» 



> (3). 



dx dy ^ dz 

By solving the linear equations (3) we can express n of 
the quantities Dx, Dy, Dz... in terms of the remaining 
m — n. Substitute these values in (2), then only «i — » of the 
quantities Dx, Dy, Dz ... remain, and we have a result 
which may be written 

^^=X.Dx + Y.Dy + Z.Dz... + Q.Dq (4), 

where X, Y, 2j, ... do not involve any of the quantities 
Dx, Dy, Dz, ... Since, consistently with the given equa- 
tions, we may consider the «i — n quantities Dx, Dy, Dz, ... 
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to be quite arbitrary, it follows, in the same manner as in 
Art 232, that if ^ is to be a maximum or minimum, we 
must have 

Z-0, r-0, Z=0, Q^O (5). 

From these m — n equations, combined with the n given 
equations, we can find the values of the variables for which 
<l> may be. a maximum or minimum. To determine whether 

<!> 18 Sk maximum or minimum we must express -^^ From 

(4), vnth the use of (5), we have 



"We should then examine whether the above expression 
retains an invariable sign, when the specific values of the 
variables x, y, z, ... are used, whatever be the arbitrary 
values assigned to Dx, Dy, Dz, .... If it does, then <b is 
a maximum if that sign oe negative, and a minimum if it 
be positive. 

239. The practical solution of any example according to 
the above theory is facilitated by making use o{ indeterminate 
multipliers. Multiply the first of equations (3) by \, the 
second by \, ... the n^ by \, the values of X„ \, ... \ 
being at present undetermined. Add the results to (2), then 
we may write 



d^ 
dt 



{d4> ^^ dR^^ dE\^^ dK^ In 
{d6 dF, dF. dF. ) ^ 

+ (6). 
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If we equate the coeflBicients of n of the quantities Dxy 
i>y,... to zero^ we shall arrive at n equations for determining 
\, X,, ... \. Substitute these values of X^, \,..,\^,ia the 

remaining terms of (6), and -^ takes the form given in (4) ; 

we must therefore equate to zero the coefficients of the re- 
maining m — w of the quantities Dx, Dy, ... Hence we have 
the rule : " Equate to zero the coefficients of evert/ one of the 
quantities Dx, By, ... in (6) ; the m equations thus found, 
together with the n given equations, will enable us to elimi- 
nate the n quantities \, X, ... \„ and to find the values of 
the quantities x, y, «.,." 

240. The concluding part of the theory in Art. 238, in 

which we are directed to examine the sign of -^, frequently 

becomes in practice excessively complicated. In fact the 
examples of this method are generally such as allow us to 
predict that a maximum or minimum miist exist, and to dis- 
pense with the second part of the investigation. 



ICXAMPLES. 

1. Find the maximum or minimum value of 

x^' + y' + z^ 
subject to the conditions 

a'a? + % + c'«-l«0, J ^^* 

Putting ^ for (c* + y' + ^, we have 

^ = 2xDx + 2yDy + 2zDz. 

Also from equations (1), 

aDx + bDy + cDz = 0, V /o\ 

Hence, multiplying equations (2) by \ and \ respectively, 
we may put 
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Therefore 2a?+\a + \a' = 0, 

2y+\i+X,y = 0, ; (3). 

2z + \c + V = 0, . 

Multiply equations (3) by a, 6, c, respectively and add ; then 
we have, by (1), 

2 +\ (a» + S» + c*) +\ {aa'+ bb'+cc') = (4). 

Similarly, 

2 + \(a'*+J'»+O+X,(aa'+5J'+cc')=0 (5). 

Equations (4) and (5) determine \ and \, and then by (3) 
we find X, y, z. Also multiplying (3; by x, y, z, respectively 
and adding, we have 

20 + X, + X, = O, 

which finds <f>. This is the solution of the following question 
in Geometry of Three Dimensions : " In the line of inter- 
section of two given planes tiO find the nearest point to the 
origin of co-ordinates. * From the nature of the question it 
is evident there must be a minimum value of ^. 

2. Determine the greatest quadrilateral which can be 
formed with the four given sides a, /8, 7, & taken in this 
order. 

» 

Let X denote the angle between a and ^, y the angle between 
7 and S. The area of the figure is ^(a^ sin a? +78 sin y), 
therefore we may put 

<f> (x, y) =ay38ina? + 7Ssiny (1). 

If we draw a diagonal of the figure from the intersection 
of fi and 7 to the intersection of a and S, we have from the 
two different values which can be found for the length of this 
diagonal, a* + /8* — 2a/8 cos a? = 7* + S* — 27S cos y. 

Thus a" + /3'-2a/3cosa?-7'-S' + 27Sco8y = (2). 



' / 
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From (1) and (2), 

± =al3 COS ocDx + yS cosy Dj/ (3), 

= al3 ^mxDx—yBsmyDy (4), 

therefore -^ = aB\cosx+ ^^^^^^^ IDx (5). 

at [ Biny J • ' 

Hence, since the coefficient of Dx must vanish, 

sin(aj + y) = 0. 

Therefore x+y must be zero, or some multiple of tt; the 
only solution applicable to the present question is 

« + y = 7r , (6). 

Hence cosy = — cosa?; substituting this value of cosy in 
equation (2), we have 

'^^'^- 2(0/3 + 78) • 
Since by (5) # = f^f^^JJ^ ) 2)^, 

we have, neglecting such terms as vanish, by (6), 

which, by means of (4) and (6), becomes 

Hence, since -tt is negative, we have found a maximum 

value of (f>, namely, when the sum of two opposite angles of 
the figure is equal to two right angles. 

Thus the quadrilateral must be capable of being inscribed 
in a circle. 

It may now be shewn that when all the sides of a recti* 
lineal figure are given the area is greatest when the figure 
can be inscribed in a circle,. For let PQ, QR, B8, ST repre- 
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sent any four consecutive sides. Then, by what we have 
just seen, P, Q, B, 8 must lie on the circumference of a 
circle,: for otherwise the area could be increased, by leaving 
the rest of the figure unchanged, and shifting PQ, QB, BS 
until the points P, Q, B, 8 did lie on the circumference of a 
circle. Similarly Q, JJ, 8, T must lie on the circumference of 
a circle. And Uiis circle is the same as the former circle, for 
it is the circle described round the triangle QB8. In this man- 
ner we shew that when the area is greatest the figure must 
have all its angular points on the circumference of a circle. 

Suppose an indefinitely large number of consecutive sides 
of the figure to become indefinitely small; then the cor- 
responding portion of the boundary of the greatest area be- 
comes an arc of the circle of which the remaining sides are 
chords. Hence we obtain the following general result : if s^n 
area is to be bounded by given straight rods and strings, the 
^ea is greatest when the strings are all arcs of the same 
circle, and the straight rods all chords of that circle. 

The following problem is analogous to that which we have 
been considering. Required to (letermine the greatest area 
which can be inclosed by a quadrilateral three of whose sides 
are given. 

Let a, b, c denote the lengths of the three given sides, 
taken in order of contiguity. Let denote the angle between 
the sides b and c, and ^ the angle between the side a and 
that diagonal which passes through the angle between a and 
J. Then the area of the figure is 

- Jc sin d + - a V (J* -r o' — 2bc cos 6) sin ^. 

This is a function of the two independent variables Q and <^ ; 
but we can obtain the result which we require without going 
through the usual process for finding the maximum value of 
a function of two independent variables. For we see that 
to ensure the greatest area ^ must be a right angle. In a 
similar manner we might shew that the angle between the 
side c and that diagonal which passes through the angle 
between b and c mugt also be a right angle. Hence the qua- 
drilateral figure must be capable of being inscribed in a circle 
of which the side not given must be the diameter. 

T. D. C. S 
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It may now be shewn that when all the sides of a recti- 
lineal figure are given except one, the area is greatest when 
the figure can be inscribed in a circle of which the side not 
given is the diameter. 

For let QE represent the side not given, and PQ an adja- 
cent side. Then the whole figure must be capable of being 
inscribed in a circle : for otherwise the area could be increased 
without changing the length of any side. And the angle 
QPE must be a right angle : for otherwise we might leave 
PQ and PB unchanged, and by changing QE replace the 
triangle PQE by a larger triangle. And since QPB is a right 
angle, QE is a diameter of the circle surrounding the figure. 

3. Find the maximum and minimum value of u* when 

u^^a^a^-hby+c'z" (1), 

while aj" + y'+«'=l (2), 

and lx + mt/ + nz = (3). 

From (1), (2), and (3), we deduce 

= d'xDx-{'VyDy + d'zDz (4), 

0= xDx + yDy + zDz (5), 

0= Wx +mDy -\-nDz (6). 

Multiply (5) by \ and (6) by \ and add to (4) ; then 
equate to zero the coefficients of Bx, Dy, Dz ; thus 

a*X'\-\x + 7^ =0 (7), 

Vy-\-\j/ + \m:=0 (8), 

c*z •\'\Z'h\n =0 (9). 

Multiplv (7) by x, (8) by y, and (9) by z, and add ; then 
by (2) and (3), 

aV + 6y + cV + \ = 0. 
Hence \ « - u*. 
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Therefore, from (7), (8), and (9), 

\l 

— \» 

and thus, from equation (3), 

r« + ZJ M + -.1 ^ ji "■ ^• 



This equation is a quadratic in u*, from which two values 
of u* can be determined, one of which will be a maximum 
and the other a minimum. It is obvious that a maximum 
and a minimum value of u^ must exist, for w, y, z, cannot all 
vanish simultaneously, and no one of them can be greater than 
unity ; hence u^ must lie between the limits and a* + 6* + <?. 

4. Find the values of x, y, z, when x^yz^ is a maximum 
or minimum, subject to the condition 

aV + 26y' + «* = c*. 

We have, putting u for fl?*y«*j 

^yz^Dx + a; Vi>y + 2x^yzDz = 0, 

f4Z>aj . Dy . 2Dz\ _ 
\ x y z ) 

Also a'xDx + ibj^Dy + 2z*Dz = 0. 



or 



Therefore 



- + \a*x = 0, 
x 



+ 3X6^=0, 



z 



S2 
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Multiply the first of these equations by x, the second by 

~ , and the third by z, and add ; then 
3 

therefore \ = — —4 . 

Hence ^^ "TT ' ^ "^ 17' ^ "^17 ' 

5. To find the maximum and minimum value of r* when 

the variables and constants being connected by the equations 

^+|-,+^ = l (1), 

lx + my + nz=p ,. (2), 

h + m^+ivy-p (3), 

a _ ^ _ 7 



a^ Vm (?n 



w- 



[The student who is acquainted with Geometry of Three 
Dimensions will see that (1) is the equation to an ellipsoid^ 
and (2) is the equation to a plane ; a, yS, 7 are the co-ordinates 
of the centre of the curve of intersection of the plane and the 
ellipsoid, and r is the radius vector drawn from the centre 
of this curve to any point of the curve.] 

Since 1^ is to be a maximum or minimum, we have 

(a;-a)i)a?4-(y-/S)i)y+(«-7)i)«=0 (5); 

also &om (1) and (2) 

Wx +mlh/+ nDz == (7). 
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Multiply (6) by X, and (7) by /*, and add to (5) ; then 
equate to zero the coefficients of Dx, By^ and Dz ; thus. 



Xa? 
a 



(8). 
(9), 



(10). 



Multiply (8), (9), and (10) by »-a, y— /S, and e-y 
respectively, and add ; thus by (2) and (3) 

^+x{^^+yi2^+^i^}=o, 

tbatis, r' + \|l-5-^-5^1 = 0...(ll). 

Now by (4) 
a _ /3 _ 7 _ a?+/8OT+7n £ 

thus (11) becomes with the help of (2) 

*'"^ V/'+iW+c'n' ~ 1} = '^ say- 
Thus (8), (9), and (10) may be written 

By substituting the values of x^ y, and z from these in (2), 
we obtain 

also Za + w^ + vrf «p. 



,(12). 
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By Bubtraction 

-''^(^^+S) ^•-•(^'*+^) ^•'^"(^'*+S) 



kd'-i-T^ 



WT? 



kd'+T' 



= 0. 



r*a 



Now ^M + -T/ , A:u + 1~- , and ia + -5-^ are of equal value 

by (4) ; and this value cannot be zero, because then by (12) 
we should obtain the inadmissible results a? = a, y = A « = 7. 
Hence dividing out we have 



a'P 



6W 



cV 



V + ^ A;6^ + r*^A;c'' + r* 



= 0. 



This quadratic will give two values of r', one will be 
the maximum value of r* and the other the minimum value. 



[ 



The product of the values of r* will be 



A;V6V(P + m' + 7i') 
aV + JW + cW ' 

and TT times the square root of this product is the area of 
thecurve of intersection of the ellipsoid and plane ; hence 
' taking the positive value of the square root we have for 
the area 

(aV + JW + cV)* . J' 

6. Find the maximum or minimum value of u when 
u = icy«*, and 2a? + 3y + 4« = a. 



Result 



'a 



9 



- ) is a maximum valua 



7. Find the minimum value of u from the equation 

w = ic*+y' + «'+ , 

the variables being connected by the equation 

ax + hy + cz-k- =A;. 



Eesult u = 



a* + i* + c* + 
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8. Find the minimum value of 

«^ + y* + «* + a: — 2« — ay . 

Result 0? = — J, y= — J, «=1. 

9. Find the minimum value of a?* + y* + z*, where xt/z = c\ 

10. If X, y, z are the angles of a triangle, find the values of 

x^ y, z which make sin'^o; sin"y sin'^js a maximum. 

11. Find the maximum or minimum value of sc'^j^z^ sub- 

ject to the condition Ix + my + nz = a. Hence find the 
parallelepiped of maximum volume which has for its 
three edges the axes of x, y, z, and has the intersection 
of its opposite edges in a given plane. 

12. If aa? -\- bxy + cj^ =:/, and r" = ir' + y*, shew that the 

maximum and minimum values of ir are given by the 
equation 

(i» - 4ac) r* + 4/(a + c) r^ - 4/»= 0. 

13. Find the maximum value of 

{ax + by + cz) e-*"*"-^*-!^. 

where l = ^2^(^-, + ^+^^ . 

14. A given volume V of metal is to be formed into a 

rectangular vessel ; the sides of the vessel are to be 
of a given thickness a, and there is to be no lid. De- 
termine the shape of the vessel so that it may have a 
maximum capacity. 

Eesvlt If X, y, and z, are the external length, breadth, 
and depth ; 



X 



fV-d!\l X 
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15. If r* = 05* + iy* + «', where 

aa? + iy' + c«" + "Iciyz + 2J'2?a? + 2o'xy = 1, 
and Za: + my + w« = 0, 

find the maximum and minimum values of r'l 

Result They are determined by the equation 

'■(*-p)(«-?.)-"-(«-^)(<-^)--KK'-?) 

- 2mna' (« - ^) - 2«»' (^ - i) - 2Z»nc' (o - -.) 
+ 2»n«J'c'+ 2wfc'a'+ 2lma'b'- Va"- m'b"- nV*= 0. 



/ 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

ELDONATION OF CONSTANTS AND FUNCTIONS. 

241. We may make use of diflferentiation in order to 
eliminate from an equation involving variables and constants 
one or more of the constants. For example, let 

(y — 6)"+ (a? — a)' — 0^ = (1). 

DiiSerentiate tliree times, giving 

(y-*)^ + aJ-a = (2), 



(»-«S^(l)"--» (»>. 

to-«3i+»|g-« »)• 



f 



From these four equations we may deduce an equation 
free from the three constants : we have 

dy x — a 
dx y — h ' 

<?'v_ dxdsf 3c' [x — g) 
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242. In general, if we have an equation between x and y 
and n arbitrary constants, and we differentiate m times suc- 
cessively, we have m+1 equations between which we can 
eliminate m constants, and this will give a result involving 

d V 

-j~ and inferior differential coefficients of y. There will 

also hen — m constants in the resulting equation ; and as we 
can choose at pleasure the m constants we eliminate, we can 
form as many resulting equations containing n—ni constants, 
as the number of combinations that can be formed out of 
n things taken 9n at a time ; that is, 

n (n—i) ... (w — m + 1) 



m 



Each of these resulting equations is called a differential 

d^v 

equation of the m^ order, -r-^ being the highest differential 

coefficient of y which occurs in it. 

When the original equation is differentiated n times suc- 
cessively, we have n+1 equations, between which cUl the 
constants can be eliminated, giving us a differential equation 
of the rfi^ order. 



243. If we recur to the example in Art. 241, we have 
for one of the three differential equations of the first order. 

If we find a from this equation in tenns of a?, y, b, and 

-— , and substitute in the given equation, we obtain another 

differential equation of the first order. If we find b in terms 

of X, y, a, and -^ , and s.ubstitute in the given equation, we 

obtain the remaining differential equation of the first order. 

The three differential equations of the second order which 
can be obtained by combining equations (1), (2), and (3) of 
Art. 241, are 
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dxr'^[dx)\ 



3V 

It will be found on trial, that if we take ar^ one of the 
differential equations of the first order, and differentiate twice, 
we shall obtain the same result if we eliminate the two 
constants involved in these three equations, as we have 
already foimd in equation (5) of Art. 241. Also, if we 
take (my one of the differential equations of the second order, 
differentiate once, and eliminate the constant involved in 
these two equations, we shall still arrive at the equation (5) 
of Art. 241. 

244. The process by which, as in the preceding Article, 
we may deduce differential equations by differentiation and 
elimination of constants, has not in itself much interest or 
value. But the method of passing from the differential 
equations to the primitive equation from which they were 
deduced, forms a most important branch of mathematics. In 
fact all investigations in physical science lead to differential 
eqiuitions, which must be solved before we can be said to 
understand the subject we are considering. We do not 
enter here on the solution of differential equations, but it 
is usual, in treatises on the Differential Calculus to devote 
some space to the consideration of the formation of such 
equations by elimination, as this process throws light on the 
methods to be adopted for their solution. 
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245. Not only constants may be eliminated, but functions. 
Suppose, for example, 

y = sin a? ; 

then j^ = cosaj 

ax 

therefore ^ + (^Y- 1 = 0. 

Hence the function sinx has been eliminated. 

Again, let 

y = tan(a!+y); 

therefore g = (i + tan*(a! + y)}{l + ^} 

Hence tan (a;+y) has been eliminated. 

In these examples given functions have been eliminated : 
we proceed to cases in which unknown functions are elimi- 
nated. 

246. Suppose z = ^\-A, where ^ denotes some function 

the form of which is not given, and which is therefore called 
an arbitrary fwnctixm. The variables x and y are supposed 
independent. 

Put - = f ; then 

y 

1 » dz d/Z 

therefore ^ ^ + y ^ — ^* 



z 
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Hence this last equation is true whaJUiiier be the form of 

X 

y 

= f- j y in each case we have that equation subsisting. 



the function ^; for example, if « ==log ( - J , or « = sin -, or 



247. Suppose w = ^ (t;), where u and v are known func- 
tions of X, y, and «, but the form of ^ is not given. The 
variables x and y are supposed independent If we diflferen- 
tiate both members of the equation with respect to x and y 
successively, we have 

du 



dx 



dudz ^,f . . (dv dv dz ) 

du dudz __ .#/ N (dv Jy^&l 
dt/ dz dy ^ ^ ^ |rfy dz dy) ' 

Therefore, whatever be the form of if}, 

/du da (fo\ fdv ,^^^\_ /^w , du dz\ /dv do ^\ 
\dx dz dx) \dy ISlz dy) ^ \dy dz dy) \dx dz dx) ' 

In other words we have eliminated the arbitrary func- 
tion (f>, 

248. Suppose 

two known functions of x, y, z, which enter into an equation. 

F{x,y,z,it>,{a,),<l>M} = (1), 

if}^ and ^, being arbitrary functions. If we form the equations 

^=<^' ^=« (')• 

d*F d'F d*F 

^=«' ^rr'' W^' ('^' 

we introduce the unknown functions 

^/w, *;(«.). ^."(«.). «^;'w, 

and these, with ^^(aj), and ^,(aj), form six quantities to bo 
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eliminated between the six equations (1), (2), (3). This 
cannot generally be effected. Proceeding to the equations 

■^=^' as^""^' ^^""^' "^-^-w^ 

we shall introduce only two new unknown functions, namely 

^1 '(®i) ^^^ ^i" (^«)' fl^^c® ^® c^^ obtain by elimination an 
equation between z and its partial differential coefficients with 
respect to y and x of the third order inclusive, which will 
be free from the functions <^j(a,) and <l)^{a^) and their derived 
functions. Since we have ten equations and eight quantities 
to be eliminated, two resulting equations can generally be 
obtained. 

249. We say that generally, in the case supposed in the 
preceding Article, we cannot eliminate the arbitrary functions 
by proceeding as far as the second derived equations. Cases 
however occur, in which, owing to the forms of a^ and a,, this 
elimination can be effected ; for example, suppose 

z = <f>^{a) + ay) + ^.(x- ay). 

dz 
Here ^ = <^i'(-» + ay)+>;(a;-ay), 

dz 
d^z 

^^a'<l>,"{x + ay) + a^<f>^' {x - ay) ; 

. , -. d^z , d^z 

therefore -7-3 = « ^-5 . 

dif aar 

250. Suppose we have an equation between three vari- 
ables of the form 

involving n oHitrary functions <f>^, ^,, <p^ of the n known 

fmwtions oc^ , a,, a„ respectively. 
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If we proceed in the manner of Art. 248, and deduce 
from this equation all its derived equations up to those of the 
m^ order inclusive, we shall obtain 

1+2 + 3+4+ (m+1) 

x-u X • (^+1) C^+2) 
equations, that is ^ -^ equations. 

» 

The number of unknown functions will be {m + 1) n, and 
therefore, that we may be able to eliminate the arbitrary 
functions, we must have generally 

-^ greater than (m + 1) w, 

therefore — - — greater than n ; 

therefore w = 27i — 1 at least. 

If TH = 2n — 1, the number of equations will be n {^n + 1), 
and the number of functions to be eliminated, 2rf\ hence, 
there will be generally n resulting equations. 

25 1. Suppose however that the known functions a, , a,, . . . a,, 
are all the HafM function ; we shall find that it will be suffi- 
cient to proceed to the derived equations of the n*^ order 
inclusive, in order to be able to eliminate the arbitrary func- 
tions. For let 

differentiate with respect to x and y ; thus 

dx dz dx doL \dx dz dx) " * 
dF dFdz dF /da dadz\ 
dy dz dy dx \dy dz dyJ 



Eliminate -7- \ thus 

dOL 



dF dF dz da dadz^ 

dx dz dx _ dx dzdx 

kW , dF dz'^ da dadz' 

dy dz dy dy dz dy 
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This result involves only the same arbitrary functions as 
the original equation, namely, 

^i(«)> <t>MM> <f>n{(i); 

it also involves -r- and -r- ; we may denote it by 

{ dz dz ) 

■^''r^'^'Si' dy' '^'^''^' "^'^^^^ ^.WpO- 

Diflferentiate this equation with respect to x and y as 
before; thus we obtain another result which involves only 
the same ai'bitrary functions as the original equation. By 
continuing the process until we introduce the differential 
coeflScients of z of the n^ order, we find that we have on the 
whole 71+ 1 equations, from which the n arbitrary functions 
may be eliminated. 

252, Suppose we have two equations of the form 

F{x, y, z, a, <^,(a), ^^(a), ^»(a)l = 0, 

/{a?, y, z, a, ^,(a), ^,(a), ^„(a)} = 0, 

where a is an unknown function of x, y, and z, and <f>ii4>sf'<f>n 
denote arbitrary functions ; and let it be required to eliminate 
a and the arbitrary functions of a. In this case also we shall 
find that it will be sufficient to proceed to the derived equa- 
tionS'Of the n^ order inclusive. 

As in the preceding Article we differentiate the first equa- 
tion and thus obtain 

dF^ dFdz^ da dadk 

dx^ dz di_ dx'^dzdx . 

dz da . dadz ^ '' 




dz dy dy dz dy 

But as a is not a known function the right-hand member of 
(1) is not a known function. But from the second of the 
given equations we obtain in the same manner 

da dadz df df dz 
25 dz dx dsd^dz dx 



da da dz df df c^ 
dy dz dy dy dz dy 



(2): 
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so that we can replace the right-hand member of (1) by the 
right-hand member of (2). Hence, as in the preceding Article, 
we obtain a result which we may write 

{dz dz ) 

Differentiate this again and make use of (1) or of (2) ; thus 
we obtain another result involving only the same arbitrary 
quantities. By continuing the process until we introduce the 
differential coeiHScients of z of the n*** order, we find that we 
have on the whole n + 2 equations from which we may elimi- 
nate a and the n arbitrary functions of a. 

253. As an example of the preceding, suppose only one 
arbitrary function ^(a). The given equations become 

/{ar,y, 5?, a, ^(a)} = 0, 

jF{x,y, «, a, <^(a)} = 0. 

Diflferentiate each with respect to x and y. We thus have 
six equations, from which we may eliminate 

leaving one equation between 

dz 



a?, y» z, 



J dz 
~j , and -T- . 
ax ay 



254. The conclusions obtained in Arts. 251, 252 are 
due to Dr Salmon ; see his Geometry of Three Dimensions, 
Chapter xil. It had been usual to overestimate the num- 
ber of derived equations which are necessary in order to 
effect the elimination in Art. 252. Suppose, for example, there 
are two arbitrary functions so that 

/{^>y,«, a,^i(a),^g(a)} = 0; 

then it might appear that by forming the derived equations up 
to the second order inclusive, as in Art. 248, we should obtain 

T. D. C. T 
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twehe equations^ but have twehe quantities to eliminate, 
namely 

da di. d^a cPa d^a 
^' ^' ^' 'd^' d^' d^' 

^.w, ^/(«), <^;'(«), <i>M ^;w> <^;'(«). 

But the fact is that by adopting the method of Art. 252, 
we have ^/(a) and ^^ (a) occurring in such a way that they 

disappear together in our elimination of -r- and -^ . Hence 

it happens that we are able to efifect the required elimination 
without proceeding beyond the derived equations of the second 
order. 

255. In particular cases the elimination may be effected 
without proceeding to so many differentiations as the general 
theory indicates. Suppose, for example, that we have three 
arbitrary functions, we should generally have to form the de- 
rived equations of the third order by Art. 252. But if the 
three arbitrary functions are so related, that 

*.(a)=^."(a), 

the given equations take the form 

F[x, y, z, a, ^, (a), ^/ (a), ^/' (a)} = 0, 
/{a:,y, ;», a, ^,(a), ^/(a), ^/'(a)} =0; 

and by proceeding as far as the second derived equations, we 
obtain twelve equations and eleven quantities to be eliminated, 
namely 

dx dcL d^OL d*aL d^a. 

^ ^' Ty' 1^' ^»' l^y' 

<i>M ^/(a), <^/'w, <^r(a), <^r(«). 

Thus we can deduce one resulting equation involving x, 
y, z, and partial differential coefficients of z up to those of the 
second order inclusive. 
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256. We will give one case in which more than three 
variables are involved. Suppose 

F{u, X, y, z, <f> {a, /3)} = (1), 

in which if) (a, fi) designates an arbitrary function of the twa 
quantities a and fi, which are themselves both known fimo- 
tions of u, X, y, and z. If we differentiate (1) with respect 
to each of the independent variables x, y, z, we obtain three 
equations 

^=<>' ^=<>' ^=^ (2). 

In these equations, besides the arbitrary function ^, we 

have its two derived functions -^ and -~. Hence, between 

da. dp ' 

the four equations (1) and (2), we shall be able to eliminate 

the three arbitrary functions, and arrive at an equation in- 

1 . du du 1 du 

volvmgu,a:,y,^, ^, ^, and ^. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Eliminate the constant from 

xy-c^ix + y) (c-1). 

2. Eliminate ^ and cos x from 

y — ^cosa;=0, 

3. If ai*— 2ay — a* — 5 = 0, shew that 

da? dx 

4 If y = ae*** sin na?, shew that 



d'v dv , m ms 



!r2 
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§• Hy^asiax + bcosx, then 

6. Eliminate the exponentials from 

7. Eliminate the constants from 

8. Eliminate the constants and exponentials from 

^- {3HSM}((S*-}-l(S)' 

9. If (oj+y) (c+ log a?) = a?e*, then 

10. Eliminate a and b from 

11. Eliminate the constants from the equation 

i = aa? 4- ^bxy + cy*. 

Besult. g(y-«^|) + 3x(3)-0. 

12. If i-.l=/fi-iV shewthat 

dx ^ dy 
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13. If logs? = ^ {ay + Ja?) + ^ {ay - lx\ then 

•■{«S-(S}-»-f^-(|)}- 

U. If « = £p^^(aj+y), then ^-^ ^ 



cZa; c2y x + y' 

15. If 2r = ^ (e* sin y), then sin y -^ = cos y t- . 

16. If|+/W| = 0.thea 

ri'g /&y_ (Tg dz^d^ d^ /dz\* 
da^ \dy) dxdy dx dy dy^ \dx) 

« / \ dz / t ^i2? ^ 

(«-«,z)3^+(y-«z)^ = a 

18. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

z^xif>{ax-{'hy) +y^(aaj + Jy). 

•n « ttdz t d z n»d z 

% ^rfy c/ar» 

19. Eliminate the arbitrary and exponential functions from 

tt = 6"*^ (^ 4- y) + e'^/Ca? - y). 

Eestut -j-i = n tt + 2ri J- + -j-.. 
«ar dy dy* 

20. Eliminate the circular and logarithmic functions from 

(1) y = sin log a?, (2) ysslogsino?. 

i!«* (!) yg+«|+,.,, w g+(|)Vi-a 
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21. If a = | + ^^i + log3^), then 

dz ^dz . 

22. EliminiBite the functions from y=^xf{z)-{-<f> {z). 

JSesult The same as in Eicample 16. 

23. J£ z + mx + ny =/{(a? - a)' + (y - 6)' + {z- c)\ then 

24. If ^ = a?'(aa? + &y) + ^(2/' + a?")+Vr(y»-a;'), 

+1, i^-L^ — i^ L^-??4.^' 
a' cte* y* dy' ic* dic y^ dy x y^ ' 

25. If « = ^ {a? +/(y)}, then 

rf';5 dls dz d'z ^ 



dxdy dx dy dj} 

26. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

■=»^ ('^S-3^$)''+('-'S-»|)(*|-!'|)-»- 

27. If w + y + « = a?y{a?(w-y), «(y — «)}, then 

du . ^du . .du 

28. Iftt = ^{j'(y'-a:«), /(^-^-«)}, then 

{£tt ^ du ^ ^ du ^ 
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29. li u^xyz.Flf.ia^-Vy^ + z"), /,(ay + a?i5+y^)}, then 



\ X y z J 



30. Eliminate z from the equations 

^ -^ i^. y) - <t> (te, y) -£ 

BesuU. 2^ (<r, y) = ^ ^ • 

31. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

32. Shew how to eliminate the n arbitrary frinctions from 



'!f\ ^ ^j. m ^ ^-lA fr 



-<^4|+-^.| ^^MV' 
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CHAPTER XVm. 



TANGENT AND NORMAL TO A PLANE CUBVE. 



257. DEFiNinoN. Let P, Q, be two points on a curve, 
and suppose a straight line drawn through them ; the limit- 
ing position of this straight line, as Q moves along the curve 
and approaches indefinitely near to P> is called the tangent 
to the curve at the point P. 
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To find the equation to the tangent at a given point of 
a curve. 

Let Xy y, be the co-ordinates of the given point P, 

X + Aa?, y + Ay, the co-ordinates of another point Q on the 
curve. 

Then a?', y\ being current co-ordinates, we have for the 
equation to the straight line Pft 



that is. 






Now let Q approach indefinitely near to P; the limit of 
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-^ is ^- , and the equation to die tangent at P is 

y-y=^ (»'-'«). 

258. Definition. The normal to a curve at any point is 
a straight line drawn through that point at right angles to 
the tangent at that point. 

To find the equation to the normal at any point of a curve. 
Since the equation to the tangent at the point {x, y) is 

the equation to the normal at the same point is 

dx 
supposing the axes rectangular. 

259. Let the tangent and normal at the point P meet the 
axis of X at the points T and O respectively ; draw the ordi- 
nate PM\ then 

MT is .called the subtangent, 
MO is called the svimormaL 

MP 
Now -jrpp s= the tangent of PTx 

therefore MT= •?- = y -j- • 

dg "^ dy 

dx 
Also -jTTp = tangent of 0PM— tangent of PTx 

^ dx' 



therefore MO = y -^ . 
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In these expressions for the subnormal and subtangept, 
it is to be observed that the subtangent is measured from M 
towards the Uft^ and the subnormal is measured from M 

towards the right If in any curve y -^ is a negative quantity, 

it indicates that Q lies to the left of M^ and, as in that case 

y — is also negative, T lies to the right of M. 

260. In the equation to the tangent put y = 0, then 

this therefore is the value of OT. 
Similarly, if we put x =0, we find 

which gives the ordinate of the point where the tangent 
meets the axis of y. 

261. The length of the perpendicular from the origin on 
the tangent is, by the usual formulae of analytical geometry, 

dy 



7FM' 



262. If the equation to a curve be given in the form 
4> (^> y) ^^> we have, by Art. 177, 




dx fd(l>\ ' 

\ry) 



Thus the equation to the tangent becomes 

and the equation to the normal becomes 

(^-,)(g)-(^-.)(|)-0. 
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The length of the perpendicular oil the tangent from the 
origin is, neglecting the sign, 



X 



iMi) 



. 263. It is sometimes convenient to determine a curve by 
the two equations 

so that CB and y are both functions of a variable t, by elimi- 
nating which between the given equations, a result of the 
usual form y =f{x) may be obtained. With this supposition, 
we have 

dy 

dy dt 

dx €&' 

a 

Hence the equation to the tangent becomes 

and the equation to the normal becomes 

In the figure we have supposed the axes rectangular; 
if they are oblique no change is made either in the inves- 
tigation of the equation to the tangent or in the result But 
the equation to the normal is 

1 + cos CD ^ - 
I ux / f » 

y-^ ^ <«'-*)• 

cos fi) + 3^ 

cLx 

where od is the angle of inclination of the axes. 

264. Example (!)• The general equation to a curve of 
the second order is 

Ay'' + 2Bxy+ Ca?+2Dy + 2Ex + F^ 0. 
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Hence, by Art. 262, the equation to the tangent at the 
point (a;, y) is 

which reduces by means of the given equation to 
y* [Ay-\-Bx-\-D)+x {Cx-\-By+ i:)+Dy + Ex + F=Oi 

Example (2). Suppose the equation to the curve to be 



therefore -r^ = -6* = -; 

ax c c 

and the equation to the tangent becomes 

y -y=^{x-x). 

The subtangent MT =s il = c, and is therefore constant in 

dx 
this curve which is called the logarithmic curve* 

Example (3). The equation to the logarithmic spiral is 



tan-^ ^ = ft log '^{a^+y*). 



X 

Hence 



|-y K^i-^'') 



IF+y^ a;* + y 



therefore ^ = ^34^' 

and the equation to the tangent is 



EXAMPLES OF TANGENTS, 285 

Example (4). Suppose that the equation <f>{x,y)^0,OT 
u=^0, can be put in the form 

v» + v,.i + t;^+ +^1 + ^0 = 0, 

where v^, v^^, ...... are homogeneous functions of the degree 

n, w—1, respectively; hence 

du dv^ . dj7. , , 

<22; rfa? fl?a? ' 



du dv^ rft?- , 



c?y dy dy 
and the equation to the tangent is 



But by the property of homogeneous functions (see 
Example 3 at the end of Chapter VIII.) 



dv^ . dv^ 



Hence the equation to the tangent becomes 

^te+"df + J+^ld^ + -d^ + ) 

«nr,+ (n-l)v„.i + (n-2)v^+ , 

or, since v^ + v,t^i + v,^...+v^ + v^^O, 

^ Uy dy ^ y/^^Uic d« ^ ; 

+ Vi + 2t?^, + . . . + (n - 1 ) Vj + nr,^ « 0. 
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Example (5). Determine a point in a given curve so that 
the area of the triangle formed by the tangent at that point 
and the co-ordinate axes may be a maximum or a minimum. 

By Art. 260, the area varies as the product of 

dx J dy 

put U = J , 

dx 

then we require the maximum or minimum value of w. 
It will be found that 

dx 




Now, as we shall see in Chapter XXI., where ^ = 0, 

the curve has in general a singular point called a poiM of 

dv 
inflection. Where y — a? -# = 0, the tangent passes through 

the origin and ihe area in question vanishes. It will be often 
obvious when any particular curve is considered^ that nei- 
ther of these exceptional cases can hold. We have then 

a?^+y = as the condition which determines the point 

required. 

When a? -r^ +y = 0, we have, by Art. 260, 

X = 2x, and y = 2y. 

Hence in general when the area is a maximum or a mini- 
mum the portion of the tangent between the axes is bisected 
at the point of contact It will in general be obvious from 
the figure in the case of any particular curve whether the 
area is a maximum or minimum. 
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265, If the equation to a curve be given in the form 
the equation to the tangent at the point (a?, y), will be 

(1); 



, , V dF , , V dF ^ 



dx 



and the equation to the normal 



-(.'-.)| = 



(2). 



If "we consider x\ y\ as constant, equation (1) combined 
-with F(Xyy) — c, will give the co-ordinates of the points 
where the tangents drawn from the point {x\ y') meet the 
curve represented by F {x,y) = c\ and equation (2) combined 
with F{Xf y)=^c will give the co-ordinates of the points 
where the normals drawn from the point {x\ y) meet the 
curve represented by F {x, y) = c. 

Since the equations (1) and (2) are independent of c, they 
will represent the geometrical loci of the points where the 
curves which we obtain by ascribing different values to c in 
the equation F{x, y) = c, are met by their tangents or their 
normals respectively, which pass through the point (a;', y'). 
Thus, if we want to draw tangents from the point (x', y') to 
any one of the curves F {x, y) = c, we must construct the 
curve 

and determine where it intersects the particular curve 
F{Qc,y) = c which we are considering; join the point or 
points of intersection with the point {x, y) and we have 
the required tangent or tangents. Similarly, we may draw 
TiormaU from {x\ i/) to any one of the curves F{x, y) = c. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. In the curve y (a? — 1) (» — 2) = a? — 3, shew that the tan- 
gent is parallel to the axis of x at the points for which 
a; = 3 ± V2. 
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2. In the curve y* = (a: — of (x — c), shew that the tangent 

is parallel to the axis of x at the point for which 

2c + a 
05= — - — . 



3. In the curve a?i^ = a' (a? + y), the tangent at the origin is 

inclined at an angle of 135^ to the axis of x, 

4. In the curve a? {x + y) = a* {x — y), the equation to the 

tangent at the origin is y = a:. 

5. In the curve a:' + y' = a' find the length of the perpen- 

dicular from the origin on the tangent at (a?, y) ; also 
find the length of that part of the tangent which is 
intercepted between the two axes. 

Results. (1) i/{axy) ; (2) a. 

6. If x^y y^y be the parts of the axes of x and y intercepted 

by the tangent at the point (a?, y) to the curve 

@'.(|)'=,«,eafi,V|'=., 

7. Shew that all the curves represented by the equation 

different values being assigned to n, touch each other 
at the point (a, b). 

8. In the curve y* = a*"^a:, express the equation to the 

tangent in its simplest form ; and determine the value 
of n when the area included between the tangent and 
the co-ordinate axes is constant. 

9. If the normal to the curve a?' + y' « a', make an angle <f> 

with the axis of x, shew that its equation is 

y cos ^ -- a; sin ^ ae a cos 2^. 
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10. Find at what angle the curve %^^^ax cuts the curve 

Besults. The curves meet at the origin ; here the 
first curve has the axis of y for its tangent, and the 
second curve has both the axes for tangents. The 
curves also meet at the point x = a 1/2, y = a l/^ ; and 
here they meet at an angle whose cotangent is ^4. 

11. Tangents are drawn to the ellipse -5 4-^, = 1, and the 

circle «"+y' — a' = 0, at the points where a common 
ordinate cuts them: shew that if ^ be the greatest 
inclination of these tangent«( 

1^ If tangents be drawn from a point (h, k) to the curve 
whose equatioh is (-J + (jj = 1, an ellipse "v^hoso 

seniiaxes are ^ (t) > and h[r) will pass through the 
points of contact. 

13i Shewthat all thepointsof thecurvey" = 4a(a?'f asin-j 

at which the tangent is parallel to the alls of a? lie on 
a certain parabola. 

li. The normal to a parabola at any point P is produced 
to meet the directrix at Q, and the tangent td, P meets 
the directrix at R : find (1) when QR is a minimum, 
(2) when the triangle FQH is a minimum. 

Results. (1) a? = - , (2) a; = - ; where y^ == lax is 
the equation to the parabola. 



T. D. c. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ASYMPTOTES. 

266. Suppose one or more of the branches of a curve to 
extend to an infinite distance from the origin, and that at 
successive points of such a branch we draw tangents. Then 
two different cases may exist with respect to the directions of 
these tangents ; they either, as we pass from point to point 
along the curve, approach some definite limit or they do not. 
And with respect to the position of these tangents, two cases 
are possible ; the intercepts cut from the axes of co-ordinates 
either tend to a finite limit or they do not. If the direction 
has a limit, and one or both of the intercepts a limit, there 
exists a straight line towards which the successive tangents 
continually approach. Such a straight line is called an 
asymptote to the curve ; hence we have the definition which 
foUowB. 

267. Definition. An asymptote to a curve is the limit- 
ing position of the tangent when the point of contact moves 
to an infinite distance from the origin. 

To find whether a proposed curve has an asymptote, we 
must first ascertain if -^ has a limiting value as we proceed 
to an infinite distance from the origin. If it has not there is 
generally no asymptote. If -^ has a limiting value, we must 
then ascertain if the intercept on the axis of x, which by 
Art. 260 is x-^y-j-, has a limiting value. Suppose it has, 

and let it be denoted by c while /i denotes the limit of -^ , 
then y = fjL{x^c) is the equation to an asymptote. 
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2B8« If -^ increases without limit, and at ike same time 

X'-y-j- has a finite limii, we hi^ve ^ asymptote pari^el to 
the axis of y. 
Also we may have an asymptote when the limit of 

x — y-r- is infinite, namely ia tllO cj^se wherp the lipait of 

-^- is zero, and the limit of y — a:-^, which is the intercept 

on the axis of y, is finite. The asymptote is thei^ parallel to 
the axis of x. 

269. We will now take some simple exj^mples. 

(1) The equation to the pargjbola i^ j^^^Aax) so that 

wo have y = + 2 ^Jax ; therefore 3 = ± a / ~ 5 hence, when 

X increases indefinitely the limit of ^- is zero; but 

y-a;^=± (2 Voa; — Vai) = + Voi, ^\^\q\ hj^s no finite limit. 
Therefore there is i^o asymptote. 

(2) The equation to the hyperbola is y'= -5(2;'— a*) ; so 

a 

that we have y = ±- VC^'""^") J therefore -r^ = ± 



a^^ '* dx ■"aV(a?* — «') 

and a; — y -7- = a? = — . Hence the limit of -^ when 

ay XX' dx 

o dx 

X is infinite is +-, and the limit of a? — v-^ is 0. There- 

I h 

fore y = -a: is the equation to one asymptote ; and y = — x 

is the equation to another asymptote. 

8 

(3) Suppose y = , . , +c to be the equation to a curve, then 

, dy 2a* J dx a; — J c(x — })f 

we have 3^=.— 7 rra, and x—y-j- =a; + — - — V ' \^ ^ • 

dx {x-by ^ dy 2 2a? 

T^2 
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As X approaches b, y and -^ increase without limit. The 
limit of x—y-j- is b, and, by Art. 268, thei'e is an asymp- 
tote parallel to the axis of y, having for its equation a? = i. 

270. An asymptote may also be defined as a straight line, 
the distarvee ofwhiehfrom a point in a curve diminishes with- 
out limit as the point in the curve moves to an infinite distance 
from the origin. 

Suppose y^fjLX-^fi 

the equation to a straight line, and 

y = ytw? + /3 + v 

the equation to a curve, then if v diminish without limit as 
X and y increase without limit, the straight liiie will be an 
asymptote to the curve. For if a?, y, be the co-ordinates of 
a point in the curve, the perpendicular distance of that point 
from the straight line is 

y—jjLX'-fi V 

and this diminishes without limit when x and y increase 
without limit. 

271. That the two definitions of an asymptote lead in 
general to the same results may be seen by considering differ- 
ent examples, or by the following proof. Let y = /-w; + /8 + 1; 
be the equation to a curve, where fju and /3 are constants, and 
V diminishes without limit as x £lnd y increase without limiu 
From the given equation 

a? x 

Hence a is the limit of ^ when x and t/ increase without 

limit. But, by Art. 148, 

dy 

the limit of - = the limit of -r- or -f^. 
X I ax 
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Also ^ is the limit of y — /lu» ; but fi = the limit of ^ ; 

therefore in generql /S = the limit of y — ^ a?. Hence the 

equation to the tangent to the curve at the point (a?, y), 
which is 

becomes, when x and y are indefinitely increased, 

that i3, the equation to the asymptote found acoorditfg to the 
first definition is the same as the equation found according to 
the second definition. 

272. "We say in the last Article that in general the limit 
of y — /iwj — thp limit of y — ^ - x. Suppose, for example, that 
the equation to a curve is 

X 

therefore - = -4h h— «f 

X X or 

Hence /t = the limit of - = -4, njid 

X 

therefore y^-^x^BA , 

'^ dx a? 

Here y — -r-oi: and y — fix have the same limit, namely B. 

•n ^ A ^ a + sin» 
But suppose y = Ax + -d H — • . 

X 

* Here, as before, fi^^A. 
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Also 



And 



T^ ^ a 4- sin a? 
y^fix=B^ . 

(Zy . icos* a + sin a? 
dx X x^ * 



therefore y — -v - a; = -B — cos a? 4- — — 



dy 



Here we cannot assert that y — /*aj and y — -p a? have the 

same limit : the limit of the former is B, but the latter cannot 
be said to have a limits on account of the term cos a?, which 
does not tend to any limit as x increases indefinitely. In 
this case the curve 



y^Ax-^-B^r 



a + sm X 

X 



has an asymptote according to the definitioh of Art. 270, 
namely, y = ^a? + 5, but not iaccordihg to the definition of 
Art. 267. 

The demonstration in Art. 270 might, of course, start 
with the equation os^fiy + ^-hv; so that, should the asymp- 
tote be parallel to the axis of y, by taking the second form 
we avoid having fi infinite. 

273. We have hitherto confined ourselves to rectilinear 
asymptotes; we now extend the definition to curvilinear 
asymptotes. 

Definition. When the diflference of the ordinates of two 
curves corresponding to a common abscissa diminishes without 
limit, or the diflference of the abscissae corresponding to a 
common ordinate diminishes without limit, as we pass from 
point to point along either curve, each curve is said to be an 
asymptote to the other. 

Hence, if the equation to a curve can be put in the form 

B JR B 



X 



a? 



X 



then y = Jo^" + -4ja?""* + . . . + -4^ja; + J, 
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is the equation to a curve which is , an asymptote to the 
former. So also is 

S 

• X 

and y = -4oaj* + -4ja;*"* + ...+-4^ia? + -4. + -^ + ^*, 
and so on. 

Example. Find asymptotes to the curte 

^ — ay' + ay* = 0* 

As X approaches the value a, both y and ^ increase 

"Without limit, and 2;:== a is the equation to a rectilinear 
asymptote. 

Putting y in the form ±x{l J , and expanding by 

the Binomial Theorem, we have 

Hence y==±(a?+o) ^^® *^® equations to two rectilinear 

asymptotes. We may obtain as many curvilinear asjrmptotes 
as we please by making use of the series in (1). For example, 



=.( 



-l-£) 



are the equations to two asymptotic curves of the second 
order. The student will remember that by Art. 114 we 
may use the Binomial Theorem in the above Example as a 

true anthmetical expansicm when - is less than unity, which 

will certainly be the case when x is increased indefinitely. 
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274. The following method will furnish the rectilinear 
asymptotes with great readiness in many cases. Suppose 
the equation to a curve, F{Xy y) = 0, to be such that J^(a?, y) 
is the sum of diflferent homogeneous functions of a? and y, so 
that the equation may be put in the form 

a,>(|) + «.',f.(f)+a^x(|) + ...=0 (1). 

where n, p, q, are arranged in descending order of magnitude. 
For example, every ra^onal integral algebraical equation 
between x and y can he put in this form. From (1) we have 

Now in finding an asymptote we must first by Art. 271 
ascertain the limit of - when x and y j^e infinite. If we 
call that limit fi, and suppose it to be finite, we have firom (2) 

^ W = 0. 

Let/^i be a value of /a obtained from this equation; we 
have next to fjnd tl^e limit of y — fi^x. Put y — /ti*B = /3, 
then from (2) 

But, by Art. 92, 

*(^,+D=*w+f*'(<^+f) 

since <j> (jjbj) = 0. 

Thus (3) becomes 

^f (/^+f) + ^,t(/*»+§) + ..-=0 (4). 
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la equation (4) let x be supposed to increase indefinitely, 
then we shall have different results depending on the value 

If p he greater than n — 1 the value o{ fi ia infinite, and 
there is no asymptote for the root fi^ of the equation 

^{m)=o. 

If ^ be eqitcd to n — 1 and ^' (^) be not zero, the limit of 
fi is — T/' V ; and the equation to an asymptote is 

If I? be less than w — 1 and ^' {fi^ be not zero, th^ limit of 
/3 is and the eqio^tion to an asyn^ptote is 

y = /*i^- 

In the last case the equations 

give for determining the asymptotes 



*(|)-0. O'^^-^O-OJ 



hence when the equation to a curve can be exbibited in such 
a form that the sum of a number of homogeneous functions is 
zero, and the degree n of the highest of these functions ex- 
ceeds by more than unity the degree of any of the others, 
all the asymptotes in general pass through the origin and 
may be found by equating to zero the homogeneous function 
of the ri^ degree. "We say in general because there is the 
limitation that <^' {[i^ is not to be zero ; that is, by the theory 
of equations ^ (/t) = must not have equal roots. 

27 o. We will now consider the case in which ^'(/xj is 
zero. 

First suppose p equal to n — 1. 

If -^ (jfi^ is not zero p becomes infinite, and there is no 
asymptote for the root fi^ of the equation <^ (/a) = 0. But if 
'^ (a^i) =^ ^ ^^® value of fi becomes indeterminate. 
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Suppose in this case ^=n — 2, so that equation (3) of 
Art. 274 gives 

Since ^ (f^i) = and ^' (ji^ = 0, we have, by Art 92, 

Substitute these values in the equation above, multiply by 
a?, and then proceed to the limit, and we have fof determining 
the limiting values of 0, the quadratic equation 

If the values of be possible, we thus obtain two parallel 
asymptotes. 

If this quadratic assume an indeterminate form, we may 
proceed in the same manner to form a cubic equation in /8. 

In the case where <f> (/aJ is zero and yjr Qi^ is not zero, 
there is no rectilinear asymptote for the root /i, of the equation 
^ (^) = 0, as we have already stated at the begianing of this 
Article. In this case we may in general obtain a parabolic 
aqnnptote, as we will now shew. 

By Art. 92, since ^ (ji^) = 0, and <f/ (ji^ = 0, 

*(''.-f)-if*"('^-'D- 

Hence equation (3) of Art. 274 becomes 
aa 0! increases indefinitely this equation approaches to the 
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Hence wo hare a pardbalie asymptote determined by the 
equatioh 

Next sUpt)OBe p less than n — 1. 

T!'heii since. <^' (/Xj) = equation (4) of Art. 274 will not de- 
termine /8; and instead of this ^equation we have Ultimately 
in the ttaftnner just shewn 

If n— p = 2, -we obtain 

o. _ - 2f 0*.) 

So th^t if -^(/[Aj) and <f/'Oi^ Are of different signs we have two 
possibte values of /3, and therefore two parallel asymptotes 
which are equidistant from the origin. 

If 71 — ^ is not equal to 2, we have a curvilitaiear asymp- 
tote detertniAed by the equation 

276. We haVe assumed in Article 274, that the limit of 

^ is finite; if it be not, the limit of - will be zero, and we 

must examine if there exists an asymptote parallel to the 
axis of y. This can generally be easily ascertained in any 
particuFar example. Or we may put the given equation in 
the form 

and proceed as above. 

277. If a curve be given by an algebraical equation we 
may determine the asymptotes which are parallel to the 
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axis of y thus. Arrange the equation according to powers 
of y ; suppose it to be 

where a, yS, ... are all positive, then the asymptotes parallel to 
the axis of y will be given by the real roots of the equation 

For the equation to the curve may be written 

and it is obvious that this is satisfied by supposing y = oo and 
/(a;) = 0; and that when y is a> no other value of x except 
those derived from/ (a?) = will satisfy it. Henqe the asymp- 
totes parallel to the axis of y are found by equating to zero tiie 
coefficient of the highest power ofy in the qquatioh to the curve. 

Similarly the asymptotes parallel to the axis of x may be 
found by equating to zero the coefficient of the highest power 
o£a?in the equation to the curve. 

When a curve is given by a rq^tional integral algebraical 
equation, it will be conveQiejit to determine by the preceding 
method the asymptotes parallel to the axes, and then proceed 
for the other asymptotes according to the following rule ; we 
suppose the equation of the n^ degree. Substitute for y in 
the given equation fJLX + ^ and arrange the terms of the equa- 
tion according to powers of x. Equate tq zero the coefficient 
of a?" ; this will give an equation for determining fju ; suppose 
/I, one of the real values of ^. Then examine the coefficient of 
aj*"\ and give to (jl if it occurs in this coefl^cient the value /*,. 
If we can determine /8 so as to make this coefficient vanish, 
then y = A^i a? + /3 will be the equation to an asymptote ; if the 
coefficient cannot be made to vanish there is no corresponding 
asymptote. If the coefficient vanishes whatever be the value 
of /8, then put the coefficient of a?""* equal to zero, substituting 
/Aj for /Lt in it ; we shall thus have generally a quadratic equa- 
tion to determine the values of )8, and if these values are real, 
we obtain two parallel asymptotes. If the coefficient of a?*~* 
vanishes, whatever be the value of /8, we must equate to zero 
the coefficient of oT^ and so on. 
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This rale can be easily shewn to agree with Arts. 274 
and 275. Equation (1) of Art. 274, may be supposed the 
equation to the curve in which n is an integer, p=5n — 1, 

gr=n — 2, Then if we put fix + 13 for y, and arrange 

the terms according to powers of x, we shall obtain the ex*- 
pres^ion 



»•• 



Thus by equating to zero the coefflcient of a?* we arrive at 
the equation for determining fj, given in Art. 274. Then by 
equating to zero the coeflScient of a^^ we shall obtain the 
same value of /3 as that found in Art. 274 ; or if the coeffi- 
cient of a^^ Vanishes, whatever fi may be, then by equating 
to ^ero the coefficient of a:*^ we arrive at the quadratic equa- 
tioh given in Art. 275. 

Example (l)i y* + af^3aay — 0. 
Put fix+fi{oT y, then 

therefore {fi^ + l) af+Zaf (ji^fi^afi) + Ifo + N^ 0. 
Hence, /a* + 1 = 0, 

are the equations from which fj, and /3 are to be foxmd ; they 
give /i=—l, /8i= — a; therefore 

is the equation to an asymptote. 

Example (2). a?* (a; + y) = a' (a; — y). 

Put fix + fi ioT y, then 

a?*(;i; + jLta? + )8) = a* (a? -^ /LUC — )8) ; 
therefore a? (1 + fjuj + fia?- xcf (1 -/*) + a'/3 = 0. 

Hence> 1+/a = and )3 = 0; 

therefore y « — a? is the equation to an asymptote. 
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Example (3). ay (y — a;) (y — a? + 3a) + 4a'a? — a* = 0. 

Here the term containing the highest power of y is ajy"; 
thus a? = gives one asymptote, namely the axis of y. Simi- 
larly, the term containing the highest power of x is y!if\ 
therefore y = gives one asymptote, namely the axis of x. 
Then put /xa? + /8 for y, and we obtain the expression 

x(jJLiP + ^) [(/I- 1) a: + ^} {{fi - 1) 0? + 3a + /3} + 4a'a? - a*. 

Arranging this according to powers of x, we have 
x^'fifjjL-iy + af (ji- 1) {3fia+ (3/A- 1) /3} 

+ a?' {iS* (3/A - 2) + 3a)9 (2/x - 1)} + ... 

Put /i (/A — 1)' = ; we have then /i = 0, or /a = 1 ; the 
former value of fi will lead to thp asymptote coinciding with 
the axis of x which we have already found. The value fi = l 
makes the qoefl&cient of a? in the above expression vanish ; 
we therefore equate to zero the coefficient of of, putting /t = 1 
in it. We thus obtain ^+ 3a/3 = ; hence, /S = 0, or /3 = — 3a. 
Therefore we have for the equations to asymptotes y = a:, and 
y = a? - 3a. 

It will be observed that the conclusions of this Chapter all 
hold whether the (ixes be rectangular or oblique. 
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Find the asyniptotes of the following curves : 

1. y'(aj — 2a)==aj' — a^ Result a?=*2a; y= + (aj + a). 

2a 

2. y^^Q? (2a - a;). Remit y = — a; + -^ . 

3. y{d^'\-a?) = d?{a^x). Result y = 0. 

^' y'(ay + Ja;)=aV + iV. Result y = — x+2a. 

a 

6. j^ — {x-ay(x—c). Result y = a?- J (2a + c). 

6. xf + ya? = a\ Result a: = 0; y = 0; y=^-«:. 

7. ay = a'(aj* — y"). Result y=^±a. 
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Result a? + a = 0, y + 6 = 0,y = a; + 5 — a. 

10. (y^2ic)(3^-ic^--a(y-aj)» + 4a"(a; + y) = a*. 

XI 7 2a a 

5««w7<. y=*a;, 2/ + a: = ~ , y-2a:=?- . 

11. 2^(a;-y)'+aa:*(aj-y)-3ay-a* = 0. 

jR««^?/. 2/ = a; + ^(l± V13)- 

12. a; (x« - a') - 2y (y - a*) = 3a?y" + a'. 

Remit 2y = x, y + x — a — 0, y + a; + a = 0. 

13. a'(a;-y)'-a»(i»" + 3^')=0. 

Result x = ±a, y^x±a ^2. 

14. (y-a)'(aj'-a') = a^ 

15. y" - 3y'a? + 4^?* 4- ay' + aa:y - 6aa^ + 2 6'a? - &'t/ + c' = . 

16. If a curve of the third degree be referred to two asymp- 

totes as axes, shew that its equation will be of the fomi 

xy [ax + 6y + c) + a*x + Vy + c' = 0, 
and that the equation to the third asymptote will be 

flwc + Jy 4-c = 0. 
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CHAPTER . XX. 

TANQBNTS AND ASY31PT0TES OF CURVES REFERRED TO 

POLAR CO-ORDINATES. 

278. If we have the equation to a curve expressed in 
terms of x and p, we may transforin it to one between pol&r 
co-ordinates by assuming x = r cos and y = r sin 0. Thus 
r becomes a function of ^, and the equation to a curve in polar 
co-ordinates takes the form r —f{0), or F (r, ^) = 0. In this 
case the curve is called ^ polar ciirve or spiral; r is called the 
radius vector and the vectorial angle. 

The angle (i^) which the tangent to a curve makes with the 
axis of a; is given by the equation 



taiii^ = ^, (Art. 257). 
Hence, by Art. 201, 



tan>fr=__- 



dr 
sin^-^+rcostf 



cos^-:,^— rsin^ 
du 



279* Expression for the angle included hstween the radius 
vector at any point of a curve^ and the tangent to the curve at 
thatpoint 




Let P be a point in a curve, thfe polar co-ordinates of which 
are r and 0, 8 being the pole. 
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Let Q be another point, the co-ordinates of which are 

r + Ar, and + A0. 

Draw PL perpendicular to SQ, then 

PL = r sin A^, 

LQ = r + Ar — r cos A^ ; 

r sin Ad 



therefore 



tan iQP= — — T T-3 . 

^ r + Ar — r cos Ad 



Let Q move along the curve to P; the limiting position 
of QP is by definition the tangent to the curve at P; let this 
be PT. The limit of the angle i QP will be the angle 8PT; 
call this angle <l>, then 

tan d> = the limit of r t-s 

^ r + Ar — r cos Ad 

when Ad and Ar are indefinitely diminished 

rsinAd 

^ r sin Ad Ad 

r + Ar — rcosAd „ . ,Ad 

2rsm"-— - . 
2^ Ar 

Ad ■^'Ad 

The limit of .^ is 1. 

Ad 

The limit of -r^ is denoted by -^^ . 

^ . tAd . Ad 

2 son. -r- sm — . ^ 

2 2 Ad 

The limit of ^ ■■ , that is, of a sin — , is zero. 

T 
Therefore tan ^ = r -r- . 

T. D. C. X 
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280. The result of the last Article may also be obtained 
thus : 

sind-j^ + r cos 

tanP2b = ^ , (Art. 278), 

cos^-tt; — r sintf 
du 

P8x = 0\ therefore 



tan fiP!r= 



sin ^ Tg + r cos 5 
cos ^ Tg — r sin ^ 



— tan^ 



tan fl ( sin ^ ^ + r cos ^ j 



= /• T- by reduction. 



1 + 



cos ^ Ta — r sin a 
du 



281. To /7k2 the polar equation to the tangent to a curve. 




Let SP= r, P8x = ^, be the polar co-ordinates of the point 
of contact. 

Let 8Q = /, Q8x = 6', be the polar co-ordinates of a point 
Q in the tangent line. From the triangle 8PQ, we have, 
putting 8PQ = <l>, 

r ^ sin 8QP ^ sin (g - g^ + <^) 
r' sin 8PQ sin ^ 

= sin {0-ff) cot^ + cos (^-^). 
But tan = r ^7- ; 



therefore 






(1). 
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This result may be written, 

r'~rsin(^-^)«r« (2). 

If we put - = t#, and -7 = u\ then 

T T 

1 dr ^du 

'Pdd'dd' 

Hence, dividing both sides of (1) by r, we obtaiQ 

M'=MC0S(^-^-^sin(fl-^, 

or w' = ttC0S (^'- ^) +^sin {ff-0). 

282. To find the polar equation to the normai at any point 
of a curve. 

Let 8P^r, P8x = e, 

8N:^r\ NSx = ff, 

^ being any point in the normal ; then 

>gP_ Bin;8[yP _ ^(^'"^ + f"^) 

8N~ sin 8PN~ 

sin 



i.(5_,) 



therefore -, = sin (^' - tf) tan ^ + cos {ff - ff) 

T 

= 6in(^-^)^- + cos(d'-^). 



dr 



This may be written 



r'ggrcos(^-^) = r^. 



and may be transformed into 



u' « u cos (d' - ^) - tt* J^sin (tf'- ^. 



X2 
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I 

283. The polar equations in Arts. 281 and 282, may also 
be derived from the rectangular equations to the tangent 
and normal of Arts. 257 and 258, by transforming these to 

, polar co-ordinates, using the value of -~ given in Art. 278. 

284. From 8 draw 8Y perpendicular to the tangent PT\ 
then 




oxr • oz>77 rtan/SPr 



V(l + tan^/SPr)" 
Hence, if SY^p, we have 

-,=j,+^cot»^pr=-.+-,y 

285. From /S draw 8T dX right angles to the radius vector 
8Pj then 8T\& called the polar svbtangent; its value is 

rtan/SPT, that is i^^. 

ar 

286. Since an asymptote is a tangent which remains at 
a finite distance from the origin when the point of contact 
moves oflf to . an infinite distance, if a polar curve has an 
asymptote, SP or r must be infinite while 5T remains finite. 
Hence to determine the asymptotes to a polar curve, we must 
first find those values of 6, if any, which make r infinite. 



-^■^ *<— I p 1 ^ 
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Suppose a such a value of 5; if for this value of the polar 
subtangent r^ -j- is infinite, there is no corresponding asymp- 

tote. If r* -J- be finite there is an asymptote which may be 

constructed thus : conceive a straight line drawn from 8 at 
an angle a to the initial line ; draw from S a second straight 

line at right angles to the first, to the right of it, if r* t- he 
positive, and to the left of it, if r'-p be negative, and equal 

in length to r' -,- ; through the end of this second straight 

line draw a straight line parallel to the first, and it will be 
the required asymptote. 

The terms right and left in the above rule are to be under- 
stood with respect to the straight line first drawn, the eye 
being supposed to look along that line from 8. The reason 
of the rule must be collected from the figure of Art. 284 and 
the general principle of the interpretation of signs; that 

figure makes r increase with 0, and therefore r* -7- is positive. 

If we draw a figure in which r diminishes when increases, 

dr 
so that -^ and the polar subtangent are negative, we shall 

find that ST falls to the left of 8R 

_ a0 

287. Example. r = -. — y. . 

^ sm 

Here r is infinite when is any multiple of tt. 

- dr ^a (sin ^ — ^ cos 0) 

^^^ 55" sin'^ ' 

therefore ^ -r = "^'^ — z a • 

dr 81TL0—0COS0 

Hence, when sin 5 = 0, the value of the polar subtangent 
a0 

IS 3. 

cos 6/ 
When = 7r, the polar subtangent = air. 
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When 6 s= 27r, the polar subtangent == — 2a7r, 
and generally when 6—mr, the polar subtangent = (— ly^nair. 

To draw the first asymptote, for which 5 = tt, the eye must 
be supposed to look from 8 along the direction opposite to 
8x, and then measure from 8 at right angles to 8x and 
towards the right, a straight line in length air] a straight 
line drawn parallel to the initial line and at a distance air 
from it is the required asymptote. 

To draw the second asymptote, for which = 27r, the eye 
must be supposed to look along 8xy and then measure to the 
left (since the subtangent is negative) a length 2a7r. Hence 
the asymptote is parallel to the initial line at a distance 2a7r 
from it, and above the initial line. 

Proceeding in this way we find an infinite number of 
asymptotes parallel and equidistant, and all above 8x. 

If we ascribe to d negative values, we shall in like manner 
obtain a series of asymptotes all parallel to 8x. and equi- 
distant, lying below E. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. In the curve r = a sin ^, shew that ^ = ^. 

2. Determine the points in the curve r = a (1 + cos 5) at 

which the tangent is parallel to the initial line. 

3. Shew that in the curve rO = a the polar subtangent is 

of constant length. 

4. In the curve r (ae* + le~^) = ab, the length of the polar 

subtangent is -. — =— ^ . 

ae* — be-^ 

5. In any conic section, the focus being the pole, the locus 

of the extremities of the polar subtangents is a straight 
line at right angles to the axis major. 

Find the angle between the radius vector and tangent 
at any point of an ellipse, (1) the focus being the pole, 
(2) the centre being the pole. Determine in each case 
when the angle is a maximum. 
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7. If r = a(l — cos^, then ^ = ^, p = 2asin'-, and the 



polar subtangent = 2a sin* - tan - . 

8. If r'co82^ = a*, shew that sin^ = 3. 

9. If r»= a' cos 20, shew that ^^'^ + 20. 

Q 

10. If r=a8ec"-^ shew that the locus of F is a parabola. 

See the figure in Art 284. 

11. If r = a (1 + cos 6), shew that the locus of Y is deter- 

/ 0\^ 
mined by r = 2a (cos -1 . 

12. If r* = a' cos 20, shew that the locus of F is determined 

by r* = a' Tcos —j . 

13. Shew that the curve r cos 5 = a cos 20 has an asymptote 

having for its equation r cos ^ = — a. 

14 Shew that the curve (r — a) sin ^ = 5 has an asymptote 
having for its equation r sin ^ = J. 

15. Determine the asymptotes of the curve r cos 20 = a, 

16. Determine the asymptotes of the curve 

r sin 4^ = a sin 3ft 
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CONCAVITY AND CONVEXITY. 



288. The terms ' concave' and * convex' are commonly not 
defined in works on the Differential Calculus, but are used 
in their ordinary sense. The following definition however 
has been given : "A curve is said to be concave at one of its 
points with respect to a given straight line, when in passing 
from that point its two branches are initially included wxthin 
the acute angle formed by the given straight line and the 
tangent to the curve at that point. When, on the contrary, 
the two branches are initially outside this angle, the curve is 
said to be convex at this point with respect to the straight 
line." 

289. To find a test of the convexity or concavity of a 
cwrve. 

Let P be a point in a curve whose co-ordinates are x, y. 





JIC 



Draw the tangent at P ; then if at the point P the curve be 
convex to the axis of x, the ordinates of the curve cor- 
responding to the abscissae x±h must be greater than the 
corresponding ordinates of the tangent at P, when h has any 
value contained between some finite limit and zero : if the 
curve be concave, the ordinates of the curve must be less than 
the ordinates of the tangent. This may be deduced from the 
definition of Art. 288 ; or if we omit that definition it must 
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still be taken as a consequence of the meaning of the terms 
concave and convex. 

Let j/i denote the ordinate of the curve corresponding 
to the abscissa « + A, and y, the corresponding ordinate to 
the tangent at P. If y = ^ (x) be the equation to the curve, 
we have 

y,=<j>{x) + h(l/(x) + ^<l>''{x + 0h). 

And since the equation to the tangent at P is 

r-y = f(x)(X-a;), 

we have 

y^=<l>(x) + h<j>\x); 

A* 

therefore ^i "" ^2 — "o ^" (^ + ^^) • 

This, if we take h small enough, will have the same sign 
as <f>"(x) ; and therefore the curve is convex to the axis of 
X if ^'[(x) be positive, and concave if ^" (x) be negative. 

We have supposed in the figures that the curve is above the 
axis of X. If it be below the axis of ajs, then — y^ and — y^ are 
the numerical values of the ordinates, and the curve is convex 
if — ^j + yj be positive, that is, if ^''(x) be negative, and con- 
cave if <f>'(x) be positive. 

Both cases may be included in one enunciation, thus, '*A 

curve is convex or concave to the axis of x according as y -y^ 

is positive Or negative." 

290. Definition. A point of inflexion is a point at 
v^rhich a curve cuts its tangent at that point. 

To find the conditions for the existence of a point of 
inflexion. Let y = <l>{x) be the equation to a curve ; let 
a?, y, be the co-ordinates of a point in a curve, and x + h, y^y 
the co-ordinates of an adjacent point. Let the tangent of 
the curve at the point (x, y) be drawn, and let y^ be the 
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ordinate of tliis tangent corresponding to the abscissa x+h. 
Then 

y, = <f>(x) + h<f>'{x) + |f '(^ + ^f')> 
y,= 0(a:) + Af (a;); 

therefore ^i " ^a = ^ 0' (^ + ^^)' 

Hence, if* ^"(aj) be not zero, the sign of y.-^y^ will, if 
A be small enough, be the same as that of <f> (x), whether 
h be positive or negative, and the curve cannot cut its 
tangent. Therefore if there be a point of inflexion, we must 
have <j>'(x) = 0. Suppose this condition satisfied, then 

y^-y^ = ^S<f>"'(.X + 0h): 

and this expression changes its sign when h does, provided 
<t>''{x) be not zero. If (f>"(x) be zero, it may be shewn that 
<l>"\x) must also vanish ; and generally if for a certain value 
of X several of the successive differential coefficients of y 
vanish, beginning with the second, there is a point of in- 
flexion if the first differential coefficient that does not vanish 
is of an odd order. 

Since generally at a point of inflexion -j^ vamshes while 
^•^ 18 finite, j^ changes its sign. For -r^ is the diffe- 
rential coefficient of -t3 ; therefore, by Art. 89, if -j^ be 
positive -T^ increases with x, and if ^ be negative -j^ 

decreases as x increases. Hence -t4 niust pass from negative 

d^v 
to positive if -t4 ^ positive, and from positive to negative if 

-7^ be negative. 
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291. In the above figure P, Q, B, are points of inflexion 

for the curves passing through them. At P there is a change 

from concavity to convexity with respect to the axis of a?. 

At Q there is a point of inflexion, but the curve on both 

sides of Q is convex to the axis of x. This agrees with 

cPv 
Art. 289 ; since, if y and -r^ both change sign, no change 

occurs in the sign of their product. At B we have a point 

of inflexion at which -^ is infinite and therefore also tK 

ax doir 

is infinite by Art. 113, a case which the investigation in 

Art. 290 does not include. We should therefore in any 

example ascertain if -r^ can become infinite, and if so we 

must examine that case specially. We may trace the curve 
in the neighbourhood of that point, or we may examine the 

sign of -T^ for values of x differing slightly from that which 

gives rise to the infinite value, and thus determine if the curve 

is concave or convex near the point in question. 

If we consider y as the independent variable, we may shew 

in the manner of the preceding Articles, that a curve is convex 

cPx , 
or concave to the axis of y, according as x -7-3 is positive or 

cPco 
negative, and that at a point of inflexion ^-5 must vanish and 

change its sign. This is often useful in cases in which -^ 

becomes infinite. 

292. The connexion between -t4 and the concavity or 
convexity of a curve,, may also be shewn thus. 
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Let PL, QM, BN, be three equidistant ordinates. Draw 
the chord FR meeting QM at JT. 
Let y = ^ (a?) be the equation to the 
curve; w, y, the co-ordinates of P; 
LM— MN= h. If the curve be con-- 
cave to the axis of x, QMi^ greater 
than HM\ and therefore 2QM 
greater than 2HMy that is, greater 
than PL + RN. Hence 

<f) {x + 2h) — 2^{x + h)+<j> (a?) is negative, 
and therefore also 2i 1 ^ 1 — x_LJ is negative. 

Let h diminish indefinitely, and it follows by Art. 127, 
that (f>" {x) is negative. Similarly, if the curve be convex 
to the axis of x, then 0" (x) is positive. 

293. We will briefly indicate another method by which 
the results of this Chapter are sometimes obtained. It is either 
deduced from some definition of concavity and convexity, or 
given as the definition of those words, that y being supposed 

positive, a curve is convex to the axis of a;, if -^ be increasing, 

that is, if -7^ be positive, and concave if -i^ be decreasing, that 

. . « d^y , 

IS, if -7-^ be negative. 

Also a point of inflexion may be defined as a point where 
the curve changes from being concave to being convex, or 

vice versa. Hence -r^ must change sign at a point of inflexion. 

A point of inflexion may also be defined as a point at 
which the inclination of the tangent to the axis has a maxi- 
mum or minimum^ value. Since when this angle has a maxi- 
mum or minimum value, so also has its tangent, we must 

have -^ a maximum or minimum at a point of inflexion. 
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294!. A curve referred to polar co-ordinates is said to be 
concave or convex to the pole at any point, according as the 
curve in the neighbourhood of that point does, or does not, lie 
on the same side of the tangent as the pole. 

K p be the perpendicular from the pole on the tangent at 
a point whose co-ordinates are r, 0, it will be seen from a 
figure, that if the curve be concave to the pole, p increases if 

r increases, and decreases if r decreases ; hence -^ must be 

dr 

positive. Similarly if the curve be convex to the pole -^ must 

be negative. Thus at a point of inflexion -~ must change 

sign. 

295, Since ^ = «* + (^J , Art. 284, 
therefore _^^ = (« + g')g; 



therefore 



da 






But ^?=:^^=.-I^P 

dr du dr r' du 






Hence, at a point of inflexion we must have generally 
« + g changing its sign. 



EXAMPLES. 

a* 

1. Ify= », ^ , there is a point of inflexion at the origin, 

and also when X'^±a V3. 

2. If y = — j^ — ^ , there is a point of inflexion when 

aj « - a (.^2 - 1). 
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S. If y (a*— i*) = oj (aj — a)* — xh\ there is a point of inflexion 

2a 
when a? = "v Is there a point of inflexion when 
5 

4. If ~ = a/(--7-— )* there is a point of inflexion when 

3a 

5. If ^ = ^ + ( 5^1^ ) , there is a point of inflexion when 

a a \ a J 

a? = a. 

6. If 03* = log y, there is a point of inflexion when a; = 8. 

7. If oa:' — o'y— a'y = 0, there is a point of inflexion when 

8. If ^ = . /C — ^ — ^j , there is a point of inflexion when 

a Y \^a "^ fl?/ 



a 
a? = — . 
2 



9. If a?y = a"log-, there is a point of inflexion when 
I 

10. Find the point of inflexion on the curve, 

{y - 2 ^{a'x)Y = 4aa?. Result, x = Q a. 

11. If y (^ + a') = a^{a-- x), there are three points of in- 

flexion which lie on a straight line. 

12. If r = -^ — r- , there is a point of inflexion when r=^—. 

13. If r = J . ff", there is a point of inflexion when 

r = J{-.n(w+l)}l 

14. If a? = a (1- cos 6), and y=a(ii^ + sin<^), there is a 

1 
point of inflexion when cos ^ = — . 
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SINGULAR POINTS. 



296. Under the common title of ** Singular Points " are 
included all those points on a curve which offer any sin- 
gularity depending on the curve itself and independent of 
the position of the co-ordinate axes. We proceed to define 
the different singular points and to investigate the conditions 
of their existence. 

PoinU qf Ivjlexion. 

297. These points have been considered in Arts. 288. ..295 ; 
the condition for their existence is that -^ should change 
sign. 

Multiple Points. 

298. Definition. A multiple point is a point through 
which, two or more branches of a curve pass. 

Let ^ («, y) = Q be an equation in a rati(mil form ; by 
Art. 177 

#^#^^Q (lY 

dx dy dx 

Now since two or more branches of a curve pass 
through a multiple point, it will be possible to draw more 

than one tangent to the curve at that point ; hence -^ must 

admit of more than one value. But since the equation 

<f>(x, y)=iO is supposed raticmal, -^ and -^ will each have 

but om value for the given values of x and y. Hence from 
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equation (1) it follows that -^ cannot have more than one 

value unless both 

-^ = 0, and-^ = 0. 
ax ay 

These then are the conditions for the existence of a mul- 
tiple point. K values of x and y can be found which satisfy 
these equations and the equation to the curve, then for such 
values of x and y we have, by Art. 181, 

^ + 2-^^+^f^Y=0 f2). 

daf dxdydx dy^ \dx) ^ ^' 

dv 

From this quadratic equation we can find two values of -^ , 

and thus determine two tangents which can be drawn through 
the multiple point. In this case the multiple point is called 
a double point. 

If the above equation assumes an indeterminate form by 

the -vanishing of -y^, , J -, and ^, for the values of 

X and y under consideration, we have, by Art. 184, 

^^ + 3.^>.^ + 3_^/^Y+^/^Y=0 (3). 

da? dm? dy dx dx dy* \dx) d^f \dx) 

This cubic equation gives three values of -^^ ; if they are 

all real, three tangents to the curve pass through the point 
under consideration ; the point is then called a triple point. 

If the equation (3) assumes an indeterminate form by the 

vanishing of the coefficients of the dififerent powers of -^ , we 

must proceed to ihe fourth derived equation from ^ (a?, y) = 0, 

and we thus obtain a biquadratic equation for determining -^, 

dv . * 

299. If *the two values of -^ furnished by equation (2) of 

Art. 298 are equal, the two branches which pass through the 
point in question have a common tangent at that point. 
In this case, however, the method by which we have arrived 
^.t equation (2) is not satisfactory, because in obtaining it we 
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have assumed -^ to have more than (me value. But as ia 

this case two different branches of the curve pass through 
the same point, there will generally be imo different values 

of ^; by Art. 181, 

dsc' dxdydx d'j^ \dx) dy da? * 
and since <l>(x, y) is rational, each of the differential coefficients 

JUL 

of if> has only one value ; hence if ^ be different from zero 

-^ can have only one value. But, by supposition tK has 

^ d6 . ^ 

more than one value ; therefore V- = is the condition that 

must hold at the point where two branches touch. Since 

^ = 0, it follows from (1) of Art. 298 that ^ also = 0. 

If t4 should have two equal values, then the reasonins: 

of this Article may be applied to ^ and the third derived 

equation of ^ (£c> y) = ; and the same result as before may 
be deduced. 

Points where two or more values of ^ are equal are. 
called " Points of Osculation.'* 
300, Example. Let y" - a:" (1 - a^ = 0. 
Here ^==2y, ^^-2x(l^a?)-^2af. 

Hence x=0, y = 0, are the co-ordinates of a point which 
may be a double point. Equation (2) of Art. 298 becomes 



Hih"- 



therefore -^ = + l, and there is a double point. 

We may in this case put the given equation in the form 

y = + a?V(l-a;'), 
T. 3). a T 
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and from ibis we see that for values of x comprised between 
and 1, both positive and negative, y is possible, and that 
there are two valiies of y for every value of a?. When x^O 
the two values oty become equal ; but sinee 

we see that when ajss there are two values of ^ . Hence, 

instead of clearing an equation of radicals so as to brins: 
it into a rational form, ^d then applying .the method /i 
Art 298, we may often detect a multiple point more easily 
by observing what values of x make one of the radicals in the 
value ofy vanish 

CtMpt, 

301. DEFiNinON. A cusp is a point of a curve at which 
two branches meet a common tangent and stop at that point. 
If the two branches lie on cppostte sides of the common 
tangent, the cusp is said to be of the first spedes ; if on the 
same side, the cusp is said to be of the second species. 

Since a cusp is really a multiple point, if a cusp exist in 
the curve ^{x,y)^0 sA any point, we must have 

at that point. To distinguish a cusp from an ordinary mul- 
tiple point, we must trace the curve in the vicinity of the 
point m question. 

Example, Let (py-bxY-^ ^=0 (1). 

Here when x = a and y = — we have the equation to the 
curve satisfied and also 

Putting the given equation in the form 

-'t*V{^} «. 
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we see that y is impossible so long as a) is less than a, and 
that when x is greater than a there are two values of y for 
every value of x. When a^a <he r^wiical in y vanishes, 
and the two values of y become equal ; at the same time 

^ has only one value, namely - • Hexice Aere is a cusp* 

Lx the figure, A represents the cusp; the straight Hue OA 

has for its equation y = -— ; and 

.since of the two values of y given ' 
by equation (2^), one is greater and 

the other less than — , it is obvious 



that the two branches lie on op- y^ ■ 'a>" 

posiis sides of OA^ and the cusp 

at ^ is of the first speeie& Qenerally the cusp is of the first 

species if the two values of -^ indefinitely near to the point 

are of contrary signs, and of the second species if they are of 
the saopM sign. 

Cusps of the first species have been called " keratoid cusps," 
and of the second "rhamphoid cusps." 

Covijugate Points, 

302. Definition. A conjugate point is an isolated point 
the co-ordinates of which satisfy the equation to the curve. 
For example, let 

Here the values aj= 0, y = 0, satisfy the equation to' the curve, 
but no branch of the curve passes through the point thus 
determined, y being impossible for all other values of x com- 
prised between —a and a. Hence the origin of co-ordinates 
is a conjugate point in this curve. 
In the above example, since 

we find that the value of -p is impossible when a; = ; but -A 

Y2 
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may be possible at a conjugate point ; for example, suppose 

Here, when x = 0; we have -^"=^^1 but the origin is a con- 
jugate point, since a; ^0, y = 0, satisfy the equation/ and y 
is impossible for all other values of x between -- a and a. Li 

like manner -^ or any number of the differential coefficients 

of y may be possible at a conjugate point, but they cannot be 
cUl possible, for if they were we should have nothing to dis- 
tinguish the point in question from an ordinary point of the 

curve. 

* 

To find the condition for the existence of a conjugate poinL 
Since at a conjugate point the values of the differential 
coefficients of y cannot be all possible, let the n^ differential 
coefficient of y be the first that is impossible. Suppose the 
equation to the curve to be put in a rational form, and 
denoted by ^ {x, y) = 0, Take the n*** derived equation; we 
have 

#*^ + + !^ = o 

dy <fo" dx"^ ' 

where the terms not written down contain differential coeffi- 
cients of ^ with respect to x and y, and also differential 
coefficients of y with respect to a? of orders inferior to the n***. 

If then -3^ be not zero the value of -^ furnished by the 

above equation will be possible ; hence -^ = is a necessary 

condition for the existence of a conjugate point ; but 

d^,d^dy^^ 
dx dy dx ' . 

therefore also -^ = 0. 

dx 

< • 

303. It appears from the preceding Articles that if 
fl>{x,y)^0 be the equation to a curve, we must have at 
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an ordinaiy multiple point, at a cusp, and at a conjugate 
point, 

ax ' ay 

Hence, whenever we have found values of x and y which 
satisfy these three equations, we must, by examining the 
particular curve, and tracing it in the vicinity of the point 
^question, determine what species of singukrVmt exi^ 

We now pass to some, other singular points which occur 
but rarely, and, as the student will find by experience, never 
present themselves in curves the equations to which are of an 
algebraical form. See Art 6. 

Points d'arrU, 

304. A point Warrit is a point at which a single branch 
of a curve suddenly stops. 

Example. Let y ss a; log x* 

Here when a? = we have y =* ; but if a; be negative, y 
becomes impossible. Hence the origin is a point d^arrit 

Again, suppose y^e ". 

Here if a; be made indefinitely small and 'positive^ we have y 
approaching the limit zero ; but if a; be negative and indefi- 
nitely small, y is indefinitely great. 




Hence the curve has the form represented in the figure, the 
origin bein^ b, point d^arrit; the dotted line is an asymptote 
having for its equation^=sl. 
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' 305. Ap(nnt saiUcmt is a point at vhicli two branches of 
a curve meet and stop without having a common tangents 

Example. Let jr=- — ^, • 

therefore ^ = j- H j— . 

Here^ if ^ he positive and approach zero as itd limit, we have 

ultimately y = and -^ = ; hut 

if X he negative, we have ultimately 

y = and ;r^ = 1- Hence at the — 

origin two branches meet, one. 
having the axis of ^ as its tangent, 
and the other inclined to the sixis 
of a? at an angle of 45'. 

Branches PointiUeei, 

806. If a curve has an infinite number of conjugate points^ 
that series of points is called a bnmche pointHUe. 

For example, suppose ^^xsia^x; for all positive values 
of X there are two possible values of y, but when x is nega- 
tive y is impossible, xmless aj be a multiple of tt. Hence we 
have an infinite number of conjuffate points lying on the axis 
of X and forming a branche poinbiU^ 
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EXAMPLES. 

1. If ay s= aV — aj* there is a multiple point at the origin. 

% In the following curves there is a point of inflexion at 
the origin : 
y = sinaj; y^xcG^x\ y = tan»; y = aPtana5. 

3. The following curves have cusps at the origin : 
y* = a*; (y-a;)' = a?; (y - aj^V=> aJ". 
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id 

4, If y=s^ (a;) + (a?— a) ^ F{a^y when aj = a, there is a cusp 
of the first kind if ^^ be greater than 1 and less 

than 2, and a cusp of the second kind if -^ — be 

greater than 2. 

6. The curve y*= (a? — a)*(ic — c) has a cusp of the first 
kind at the point x^a. 

6. The curve (a!y + l)'+(a? — l)*(aj — 2) = has a cusp of 

the first kind at the point x^l. 

7. The curve y — i = (a5 — a)* + (aj — a)* has a cusp of the 

second kind at the point a; = a. 

8. The curve x^ — 2aoi?y — axt^ + aV = has a cusp of the 

second kind at the origin. 

9. The curve a?* — oo^y — aary* + ay =aO has a conjugate 

point at the origin. 

10. The cuiTe a?* - 2a/ - Say - ^cfa? + a*« has a double 

point when a? = ± a, and -^ then « ± VJ; ^^ A double 

poi]it when y = — «, and -r- then ss + ^^ J. 

11. If ay* = (aJ — a)* (a? — J), when a? = a there is a conjugate 

point if a be less than ft, a double point if a be greater 
than h, and a cusp if a^i. 

12. Shew that the curve ay* — aj^ + ias" « has a conjugate 

point at the origin^ and a point of inflexion when 

13. Find the points of inflexion in the following curves : 
y*{l + a?) = (l-a? + aj')*; r^e^a^\ rdhmd^a. 

14 Find the singular points in the following curves : 
(y + aj + l)' = (l-a?)'; y*-aa^ + aj* = 0; 
ysraj*— a?*; y* + a?y' + a^(ay— 6a:) =0. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

« 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS OF AN ARC, AN AREA, 
A VOLUME, AND A SURFACE. 




307. The length of the axe of a curve APQ, reckoned 
from any fixed poSit^ to the 
point P, is evidently a func- 
tion of the abscissa a of the 
point P. This function is 
often very difficult to deter- 
mine, but its differential co- 
efficient with respect to x can 
alwajTS be assigned. 

Let P, Q, be two points on a curve ; 
Xf y^ the co-ordinates of P ; 
a;-f Aa?> y + Ay, the co-ordinates of Q. 

Draw the ordinates PM, QN, and the tangent at P meet- 
ing Q-N' at 5 and Oa? at 2! 

Let AP^s, AQ^s + As. 

We' assume as am, axiom, that the length As is greater than 
Vie chord J^Q, amd less than PR + JBQ. 

The chord PQ = V{(Aa?)* + (Ay)*}, 

PB = MNseoPTM^ MNsJ{l + tan'PTJO 

QR^y^Ay-^RN 

= y + Ay - {PM-^- Ax tanPTJf ) 
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therefore A« lies between V{(Aa;)*+ (Ay)*} and 






therefore ^ lies between ^ /-ll + f^) I- and 






Now the limit of a/]i + (^) f , when Ax is indefinitely 
diminished, is 




y{-©}-i-i-y{-(i)}- 

The limit of ^ is, by definition, ^ ; hence 
Square and multiply by f -7-) , then 

-©'-(I)' («)• 

If a: and y are each functions of a third variable ( dnce 

dx dy 



we 



>"-*»-«. (a)"- (sr^d)* (»)• 
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308. Of the axioms on which the preceding demonstra-: 
tion is founded, the first will probably be readily granted ; 
th^ second is more difficult, and will not be necessarily true 
if the arc be not concave towards the chord PQ throughout 
its extent. It must be understood therefore, in stating it, 
that the arc PQ must be taken ao small that it is always 
concave towards its chord. 

There, is another mode of arriving at the results given in 
Art. 307, which is preferred by some writers: they assert that 
no precise idea can be formed of the length of an arc, except 
by regarding it as the limit of the perimeter of a polygon tn- 
scribed in that arc, when the length of each side of the polygon 
is indefinitely diminished. If we adopt this definition of the 
length of an arc, we must shew that t}ie limit mentioned 
does exist, and is the same in whatever manner we suppose 
the polygon inscribed, provided that each side is ultimately 
indefinitely diminished. 

Draw two chords dividing the whole arc Ve are consider- 
ing into two portions; then in each of these subdivisions 
plsu^e two chords dividing the whole arc into four portions ; 
in each of the last subdivisions place two chords, and so on. 
The perimeters of the polygons tiins formed constitate a aeries 
continually increasing ; and as it is easy to see they cannot 
increase without limit, we prove the first point, namely, that 
there is a linUt to iheperimster oftiie inscribed polygon when 
the length of each side is indefinitely diminished. 

Suppose now two polygons with indefinitely small sides 
inscribed in the curve, one of them being one of the series just 
considered, and the other described after any other law. Draw 
tangents to the curve at the angular points of both polygons, 
thus forming one polygon circumscribmg the arc. Then it is 
easy, to se^. that any chord of either polygon bears to the cor- 
responding portion of the circumscribing figure, a ratio which 
can be made as near to unity as we please by sufficiently 
dimmishing the length of each chord. Hence the perimeter o^ 
each inscribed figure bears to that of the circumscribed figure 
a ratio which is ultimately one of equality, and consequently 
the ratio of the perimeter of one inscribed figure to that of the 
other inscribed figure is ultimately one of equality. This 
proves the second point involved ia the definition of the length 
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of an arc, namely, that the limit obtained is the same accord- 
ing to Whatever lav the polygons be inscribed. 

From this definition of the length of an arc it follows that 
the nltimate ratio of the length of an indefinitely small arc to 
its chord is one of equality, that is, 

therefore % = ^{^^^f}- 



309. SincQ secant TTw « a/| 1 + (^Vl , 



we have 



and 



cos P7V • 


1 




dx 


V VO X JL U? • 


^/l-(l)■} 


da' 


sin PTx : 


= COS PTx tan FTx 




i 


dxdy 
da dx 


dy 





V r 

310. If X and y be expressed in terms of from the 
equations 

a;=arcosd, y = rsind, 

d^^ds dx 
dO dx dd 



we have 



V{(: 



^m% 



—. dx /%dir . y. 

But :7a = cos& j5,— rsmc'j 

a^ dO . 
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We have shewn in Art 279, that 

d9 
tan^ = rgj^, 

where ^ Is the angle between the radius vector at the point 
whose polar co-ordinates are r, 0, and. the tangent at that 
point. Hence 

M d0 

. , dr dr dB 

dv 
Similarly cos ^ = ^ . 

These results may also be deduced immediately from the 

figure in Art. 279; for sin ^ is the limiting value of p^, 

. , . . , PL As - rsinAd A« ,p, ,. .. ^^ 
that IS, of -7— . T>7i or of — r • dt^^ The limit of 

r sin Ad . rd0 j .i. v -x r ^ • ^x u 

— T IS -T-: and the limit of -^7? is umty; hence 

As ds JrQ "^ 

rdO 
sin ^ = -T- . Similarly the value of cos ^ may be found. 

ds 
311. The value of ^^ in Art 810, may also be obtained 

thus: 

Let P, Q, be points on a curve, and suppose 

8P^r, P8x^0, 

iSfiQ = r+Ar, Q8x^0 + A0. 

Draw PL perpendicular to SQ, 
then 

P£=:r8inAd, 
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XQsr + Ar — rcosA^ 

■» Ar+Srsin"-^. 

Also the chord PC = V(-Pi* + -£<?)• 

From this, if we proceed according to the method of the 
preceding Articles, we shall arrive at 



%-A^<^\ 



312. If A denote the area conttdned between a curve and 
the ajds of x, we hare shewn in Art 43 that 

dA 

313. To find the differential coefficient of the area of a 
curve referred to polar co-ordinates. 

Let A denote the area contained between the radius 8P^ . 
the radius 80 drawn to some 
fixed point C on the curve, and 
the curve CP. Let dkA denote 
the area PSQ. With centre 8 
and radius 8P describe an arc 
meeting 8Q at L, and with 
centre 8 and radius 8Q describe 
an arc meeting 8P produced at 
M. Then A-4 lies between P8L and Q8M, that is, between 

!^and(r:±^A^; 
2 2 ' 

therefore -r-s lies between — and -^ — - — - • 
Ad 2 2 

Hence, proceeding to the limit, we have 

dA_r^ 
rfd ~ 2 • 

314. Differential coefficient of the volume of a solid of re- 
volvtion. 

Suppose the curve APQ in the figure of Art. 307 to 
revolve round the axis ' of x, and thus to generate a solid. 
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Let F denote the volume of a portion of this solid contained 
between two planes perpendicular to the axis Ox, one drawn 
through a fixed point A and the other through P. Let AF 
denote the volume of the solid contained between planes 
through P and Q perpendicular to the axis. The volume 
of a cylinder having MN for its axis and for its base the 
circular area formed by the revolution of BM round the axis 
Ox, is wt^Aoo. The volume of a cylinder having MN" for its 
axis and for its base the circular area formed by the revolu- 
tion of C-^ round Ox, is tt (y + Ay)* Aa?. Hence A Flies 

AF 
between in^Ax and tt (y + LyfLx. Therefore -^ lies be- 
tween Try* and 7r{y-\- Ay)'. Hence, proceeding to the limit, 
we have 

dV . 

315. Differential coefficient of the surface of a solid of re- 
volution. 

Let P, Q, be two points in a curve which by revolving 
round the axis Ox generates 
a solid of revolution. Let A 
be a fixed point on the curve, 
and suppose -4P= 5, PQ=A5. 
Let S denote the area of the 
surface formed by the revolu- 
tion of AP, and A8 the area 
of the surface formed by the 
revolution of PQ. Draw PR and ^ Teach equal to As and 
each parallel to Ox. If PR revolve round Ox it generates 
a cylinder, the surface of which is 2'nyAs. If QT revolve 
round Ox it generates a cylinder, the surface of which is 
27r (y + Ay) A^. We assume as an axiom that the surface 
generated by the arc PQ lies between the former and the 
latter. Hence A8 lies between 27ryA9 and 27r (y + Ay) A^, 
and proceeding to the limit, we have 

dS 
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therefore 



dS ds 

dx ^c^ 
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EXAMPLES, 



L In the ellipse -7-= a/ ( <__* ); and if aj=a8in0, 



— as a V(l — «^ sin'^). 

2. In the paxabola y*=s= 4aa?, -^ ^ kj \ ) • 

3. In the circle -=-«-. 

dx y 

4. Find the differential coefficient of the arc of the carve 

5. In the curve aj' + ^' = a', 3-=-j« 

6. In the curve r=3a(l + cos^, 3g=*2acos-. 



7. In the curve r^a^, -jh^''' '^[^ + (^^8 ^)'}' 



59 



8. In the curve r^^af cos 29, -=3 = - . 

aa r 

9. In the curve r^aO, 3- =: ^-i ^ 

ar a 

/TO* 

10. If e"^ = cosa?, :j-«cosa?. 

OS 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 



CONTACT. CUEVATURE. EVOLUTES AND INVOLUTES. 



316. Let y=^(a3) be the equation to one curve, and 
y=^y^{x) the equation to another ; then if ^ (a) = -^ (a) the 
curves intersect at the point whose abscissa is a. If more- 
over <f>{a) ='^'(a) the curves have a common tangent at the 
common point ; in this case they are said to have a contact 
of the^r^iC order. If moreover 9 '(a) =-^''(0) the curves are 
said to have a contact of the second order. If ^(a) = '^(a), 
f (a) = yfr (a), f (a) = 1^" (a) , <^'" (a) == yfr'' (a), and so on up to 
^*(a) = '^{a), the curves are said to have a contact of the 
n^ order at the common point. When we speak of two curves 
having contact of the n^ order we imply that they have not 
contact of a higher order ; that is, with the preceding notation 
we imply that <t>'*^^(ft) is woi equal to '^""'"^(a). 

317. If two curves have at any point a contacit of the 
n^ order, then, in the vicinity of the common point no curve 
can pass between them unless it has with both of them a 
contact of an order not lower than the n^. For let y = <^ (a?) 
and y = V^(a?) be the equations to two curves which have 
contact of the n^ order at the point a? = a ; and let y^ denote 
the ordinate in the former curve corresponding to the abscissa 
a + hj and y, the ordinate in the latter curve corresponding to 
the same abscissa; then, by Art. 92, 

It in TiH-J 

y,= <^(a) + ^'(a)+^f'(a)...+^^-(a)+j|p^^-«(a + ^A), 
y.=t(a)+At'(a)+i|t"(a)...+i|^-(a)+jgt-«(o + ^A). 



CONTACT OP CUBVESL 337 

Hence, since the curvea have contact of the n^ order, 

Now suppose y = V (a;) to be the equation to a third curve 
which has contact of the rnf^ order with the first curve at the 
point x^a; then if ys ~ X (^ + ^)> ^^ h.ai,ye 

If m be less than n we can give such a value to A as will 
render y, — y, less' than y, — y, for that value of h and all 
numerically inferior values both positive and negative. Hence 
in the vicinity of the common point the second curve is nearer 
to the first than the third is. 

In the above expressions denotes merely a proper firaction, 
and it is not necessarily the same proper fraction in the 
different cases. 

318. The expression for Jfi'-tf, in Art 317, when h is 
sufficiently diminished, has the same sign as 

A-'{^"«(a)-Vr"*'(a)}, 

and therefore changes sign with A if n be even; therefore 
if two curves have contact of an even order they cross each 
other at the common point If two curves have contact of 
an odd order they do not cross each other at the common 
point. 

319. In order that a Curve may have Contact of the 
n^ order with a given curve, it appears from Art. 316 that 
w + l equations must be satisfied. Hence, if the equation 
to a species of curves contain n + 1 constants, we may, by 
giving suitable values to those constants, find the par- 
ticular curve of the species that has contact of the fi^ order 
with a given curve at a given point For example, the 
equation to a straight line is of the form y = mx + c ; since 
there are two constants, m and c, we may, by properly de- 
termining them, find the straight line Which has contact of 
the first order with a given curve at a given point If the 

T. D. C. Z 
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given curve be y=<j>{x), and the given point that whose 
co-ordinate3 are x = a, y = ^ (a), then we must have 

77ia + = ^ (a), 

and m=ff/{a). 

Hence m and c axe (Jeterniitied. 

If y = ^ {x) be the equation to a curve, then 

is the equation to a curve which has a contact of the n^ order 
with the given curve at the point a? =» a. This may be easily 
verified. 

320. Circle of curvature. The general equation to a circle 
involves three constants ; hence at any point of a curve a circle 
may be found which has contact of the second order with the 
curve at that point. We proceed to determine the radius and 
the centre of such a cirjcle. 

Definition. The circle of curvature at any point of a 
curve is a circle which has at that point a contact of the 
second order with the curve. 

Let (Z-a)'+(F-J)« =/>•.... (1) 

be the equation to a circle, so that a, b, are the co-ordiaates 
of its centre and p its radiug. From (1) by differentiating 
we haye 



J_a + (r-6)g=0 



'dYV 



<?r 






(2). 



If this circle is the circle of curvature at the point (a?, y) 
of a given curve, we laust have 

T=y 



dY^dy_ 
dX dx 



d'Y 
dX* 



da? 



(3) 
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Hence, from (2), 



a,-at(y-5)^ = 



dx 



n-ftVH-(y-J)S=o 




> 



ds^ 



J 



(4). 



Therefore 









(5). 



By (1) wd (5) we have 



P = 



l'-(l)T 






Hence the values of a, h, p, are found, and thus the position 
and the radius of the circle of curvature at any point of a 
curve are determined. 

In the value of p it will be proper in any particular 
example to give to the radical in the numerator the same 

sign as --^^ has, so as to make p positive. Hence if y be 

positive and the curve concave to the axis of x we should put 



1 + 



P = 



(l)T. 

da? 



From the first of equations (4) we see that the point (a, h) 
is on the normal to the given curve at the point (a?, y). 
The centre of the circle of curvature at any point is called 



z2 
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for shortness the "centre of curvature." Also the radius of 
the circle of curvature is called the "radius of curvature/* 

If a straight line be drawn from any point of a curve in any 
direction the portion of this straight line which is intercepted 
by the circle of curvature at the slssumed point is called the 
chord of curvature at the assumed point in the assumed 
direction. By the nature of a circle the length of the chord 
of curvature will be obtained by multiplying the diameter of 
the circle of curvature by the cosine of the angle between the 
chord of curvature and the commoil normal to the curve and 
the circle at the assumed point. 

321. If p be the pfeirpendiculdr frdm the origin on the 
tangent at the point (a?, y) of a curve, we have 




- f. dp , (&" 1 \dx) J dxda? \ dx ^ ) 
therefore :/-= ^ > .j xitNi 









Also, if r' = a?* + y", 

d/D dr 

From these values of-/- and -3-, and the value of p given 

dx dx 

in Art. 320, we see that, 

dp 1 dr 



and p:=zT'-j- 



dx p dx* 

dr 
dp* 
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322. If X and y be each a fuaction pf a third variable t, 
we have 

dx ^' dic^ fdxV 

Using these v^ues, yrQ deduce 

^ Wy dx d*x dy ' 
W di^Wdi 

For example, if f = 9 the arc pf the curve measured from 
some fixed point> then 

1 

^"d'^ydM^^xdy (^^' 

"3? d$ da* da 

Bince by Alt 307 (^)* + i^ ^ 1 (2). 

Hence i^^^_rf^^ .. 

By di£^i!eajti44tuig (2) we obtain 

"~<& ds'^dad^ '^ ^' 

Square (3) and (4), and add ; thus 

From (3), by means of (4), we may also deduce 

d^y d*x 

p^d^ ay * 

ds da 

323. If we put a = rcos^, and y = r sintf, we have from 
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Art 201 the values of -^ and -r-^. Substitute tkese values 

dm dor 

in the expression for p iii Art. 320, and W& find 
T- 1 ., dr \ du J 

dd'~'^\de) u^dS"' 

Sut)8titute these in tlie above value of />; then 

This resillt may also t>e found thus : 
By Art 321 p = r^ = -_.^. 



2^ 8 
If 



By Art. 284 }.-«*+(j). 

therefore "^ J = V'f + d^j 39' 
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The chord of curvature passing through the origin will bo 
obtained by multiplying 2p by the cosine of the angle be- 
tween the radius vector and the normal to the curve at the 
point considered. (Art, 320.) Hence the chord of curvature 
through the origin 



2u* + 2 



[ddj 



324. If "^ be the angle which the tangent at the point 
{x^ y) of a cun^e makes with the axis of a?, we have 



t = tan'^|. 



d^ da? dx da? 

therefore -r-— ,J\i 'jZ~' ( /ii,i\hi * 




1 + 



therefore p = ^ . 



325. If two pol^ curves have a common point the polar 
co-ordinates of that point must satisfy the equations to both 
curves. If they have contact of the first order at that pomt 

the value of ^ is the same for both curves at that point, and 

hence, by Art. 201, the value of ^ is the same for both 

curves. If the curves have contact of the second order the 

value of ^ also is the same for both curves at the common 

point, and hence, by Art. 201, the value of ^ is the same 

for both curves at that point. Proceeding in this way, we 
see that if two curves have contact of the n** order at any 
point, if they are referred to polar co-ordinates, the values ot 
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37i* -TTSi •••• j75 wiU bo tji^ Same for both curves at the 
iW dtr atr 

common point* 

326. Since l.^^ + l,(^), 

it follows ftK)m the last Article, th^t if tiyo curves have con- 
tact of the first order the value of jp will be the sacf^^ for both 
curves at the common point. Also, sipce 

dp 
dp dd . . , dr J d^T 

fr ^" ^ ^^^^^' ^^^y ^' m^ ^ dff^ 

de 

it follows that if two cuires have contact of the second order 

the value of -^ must fjlso be the s^me for both ci^rves at 

ar 

the common point. 

327. We may apply the preceding Article to establish the 
equation proved in Art. 321 as follows. 

If 5 be the radius vector of a point in a circle, 
P the perpendicular on the tangent, 
c the radius of the circle, 
5 the distance of the centre from the origin, 
we have, from the properties of a circle, 

2cP=i^• + c"-J^ 

Diflferentiating, c = 12 -r-p . 

If this circle be the circle of curvature at a point in a 
curve having r for its radius vector and p for the perpen- 
dicular on the tangent, we have by the last Article, 

5 = r, 

dR dr_ 
dP'^dp' 
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dr 
therefore ^~''5~> 

that is, tl^e radius of purvature = ^ j- • 

328. Af a point where the radius cf^carvabare is a mood- 
mum or a rfiinimu/m the circle cf curvature has contact of the 
thir^ ord^ with the (yfirve. 



_HM 



Since p - d^y-*- * 

we h^ve, -w^^en ^ =? 0, 

»(3)'l-S{'-(l)]-»- 

If in Art. 320 we di^erentiate the i^econd of equations (2), 
we hayp 

^ dY dT 

„ d*Y *^ dX dX* 

Hence d^'^^ y_i> 

^\da?) dx 



w 



by equations (3) and (5) of that Article. In order that the 
circle of curvature may have contact of the third order with 
the curve at the proposed point, we must have 



d'Yd'y 
dX'^da?' 



therefore -jK 

dor 



r"^(J)}~^w) dl- 



I 
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This is the relation we have already shewn to hold at 
points where the radius 'of curvature is a maximum or 
minimum. 

329. In the figure of Art. 284 let SP=r and 8Y=p; 
if p^ denote the perpendicular from 8 on the tangent at Y 
to the locus of Y, then Will 

Let X, y, be the co-ofdinates of P, 
a;', y', the co-ordinates of Y; 

, Ay' , 

The equation to tte tangent at jP is 

1] and f being the variable co-ordinates. 
Since the point Fis on the tangent, 

y-y = g(^'-^); (2). 

I 

The equation to BYha V^^^ (3). 

OS 

But S'Fis perpendicular to FY, therefore 

Combining (2) and (4), 

therefore yy* •\'Xx' = y'^-\-x^ ".. (5). 

Differentiate (5), thus 

,dy . dy\ . chf ^ ,dj/ , . ,dx 
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Tliis by (4) reduces to 

(2«'-.)|'+(2,'-y)f=.0. 

therefore j^/ = ^ J"^,"^ i 

Substitute in (l), and we obtain 

_ g' + y £' 

330. Defdotion. The evolute of a plane curve is the 
locus of the centre of curVattire ; a curve when considered 
with respect to its evolute is called an involute. 

If m\ y\ be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvdture at 
the point (a?, y) of a curve, we have by Art. 320, 



«'-»i'+(s-rt^-o (I). 

■^(l)"+(^-rtS-» ■(* 

By means of the equation to the curVe y, -r-y and -^ can be 

expressed in tertns of x ; hence from the abof e equations we 
can, by eliminating a;, obtain a relation between *' and y' 
which is the equation to the evolute. I^rom the above equa- 
tions, X and y' may be considered functions of a;; diflferen- 
tiating the first, we have 

^^\dx)^^y y^ d^ dx dxdx "• 

By means of (2) this gives 

dx dx dx^ ^ '' 

therefore ^■*".^^"'^ (^^- 
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Hence (1) may be written 

which shews that the point [x, y) is situated on the tangent to 
the evolute at the point {x\ y*). Also (1) shews that the 
point (a?', y') is on the normal to the curve at the point (a?, y). 
Hence the normal at any point of an involute is a t^gent at 
the corresponding point of tl^e evolute. 

331. If p be the length of the radius of curvature at the 
point (a?, y) of ^ curve, an4 x\ y' tl^e corordinatps of tl^e centre 
of curvature, we have 

pV(a;-*')*+(y-y?. 

As oi and y af e funcj^ions of x^ qo alsp i$ p ; hei^ce differen- 
tiating we have 

By me^ns of pquatioi^ (1) of the preceding Article this gives 

(.-«l£+(y^y)i-.| .......(X). 

From equations (1) ^n4 (3) qf the prece4ing Article we obtain 

dx dx J \dx)'^\dxj y Ids' 

a?'-ai"y'-y""- [(a?'-aj)"+(y -yn pdx* 

8 being the length of the arc of the evolute. See Art. 307. 
Hence, by (1), 

tWore^ g = ±| (2). 

Since ^^ - 0, we have, by Art 102, • 
s' :f pss some constant, say L 
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Let ABO be the given curve, and A'ffO' the evolute. 



\.l! 




JD 



BS being the radius of curvature of the given curve at B, 
and GO' at G. Then if A' be the fixed point on the evolute 
from which the arc is measured, we have 

A'B'\-BB^l, 

A^B^O'+CG^-l, 

therefore B'G' « BB"- GG'. 

Hence, if a flexible string of length I be fastened at A' aud 
placed in contact with the evolute A'BCy then, as the- string 
is unwound from the evolute, the free end of it will describe 
the involute GBA. From this property the names evolute 
and involute are obtained. 

In the figure as s increases p diminishes and we have 
s' + p==a, constant ; if / be measured in the direction from C 
towards A\ then «' and p increase together and we have 
s' — p = B, constant. 

It will be observed that a curve has only one evolute ; but 
a curve has an infinite number of involutes, for in the equa- 
tion «' T p = some constant, the constant may have any value 
we please. 

332. The following polar formulae for determining the 
evolute of a curve are sometimes useful. 
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Let be the centre of curvature correspouding to the 
point P of a curve referred to polar co-ordinates. Let BY be 
the perpendicular on the tangent at P. 




/ 

Let BP-^r, PO'^p. 8Y=p,, 

80 == r', p' = perpendiculw frpm S on PO. 
From the triangle SOP we haye 

r'» = /)» + r" - 2rp cos SPO 
==p* + r^-irp sin SPY 

= p* + r'-2pp (1). 

Also |,'» = r'_/ , ,,...(2). 

P = ''% '• (^)- 

From the given equation to the curve we can find p in terms 
of r, and then between (1) and (2) we can eliminate r, and 
thus we have an equation between p' and / to determine the 
locus of 0. Since PO is a tangent to the locus of 0, p' is 
the perpendicular from the origin on the tangent to tte 
evolute at 0. 

In the figure the curve is drawn concave to the pole. 

If the curve be convex to the pole -r- is negative (Art. 294), 

and we should take p = — r -7- : in this case we shall find in- 

^ dp 

stead of (1) the equation 
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Thus in both cases we have 
333. Involute of a circle* 




Let 8 be the centre of a circle, APQ a portion of the 
involute, 0P= OA the portion of the string unwound. Let 
80 = a, 08 A = (f>, and let a?, y be the co-ordinates of P, 
the origin being at 8, and 8 A the direction of the axis of x. 

Then OP = a</>, 

x = a cos <l> + a<f> sin <^, 

» 

y = a sin ^ — a^ cos ^. 
Let -4P = 5, then 

= (KJ>. 

Hence, as we shall see in the Integral Calculus, 

' = -2- 

EXAMPLES. 
1. In the curve 

3, = |(/+e--), 

the ordinate at any point is a mean proportional between 
the radius of curvature there and at the lowest point. 
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* 

2. In the ciirve 

the radius of curvature at tjie origiii « ^. 

3. In the curve 

the radius of curvature at the origin «= 22.506... 
Find at what point the radius bf curvature is infinite. 

4. If (f) {x, y) = be the equation to a curve, then 



P = 



{©v(f)]' 

\dt// do? dx dy dxdy \dx) dj^ 



5. Find the parabola whose axis is parallel to that of y 

which has the closest possible contact with the curve 

a? 
y s= -J at the point where x^a. 

ResvlL («-|)=|(y-i). 

6. If r = a (1 — COS ^), p = — sin - . 

»- Tr /« n i\ a(5— 4cos5)* 

8. If the curves f(x, y) = and ^ (x, y) = touch, shew that 

at the point of contact 

df d<l> dfd<t>_ 
dx dy dy dx 

9. Apply the last restdt to find if the straight line 

a b 
touches the curve 

10. When the angle between the radius vector and the per- 
pendicular on the tangent has a maximum or minimuiu 
value, shew that pp = r*. 
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dx V 

11. If at every point of a curve 2a -7- = — hy, then 

P = m Tg • Shew also that -+- = -, where n is the 
r ^—6 n p a 

portion of the normal intercepted by the axis of x, * 

12. Find the value of p when r = a cos 0, 

IS. Ifa?=V(c" + Afiiidp- 

14. The equations which determine the co-ordinates a, hy of 

the centre of curvature of a curve may be put in the 
following form, where r^ ■= as* + y" : 

15. In the parabola y* = 4ma;, 

a = 2m + 3a:, &« — 7~, p= /^ - 

Shew that the circle of curvature at any point of a 
parabola, except the vertex, cuts the axis at two points 
on opposite sides of the vertex. 

16. If ^a;« + 5/+(7=0, 

then a = — ^ — ' ^, 6 = — ^—^ — y'. 

17. If j^ = -, thenp= . 

dx 8 '^ a 

1 8. The radius of curvature of the curve v* =s= — ^^ — - — - , 

^ x — Aa 

at one of the points where y = is — , and at the 
other — • 

19. If * = a sin* ^Ir, find p. See Art. 324. 

20. Find the equation to the circle of curvature of the curve 

y* = 4aV — x\ at tha origin. 

T.D.C. A A 
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21. Ifj^ + ae'^^O, tlienp = 



ay 



a; - — J + f y - — j = ~ and the 
' curve V^ + Vy = Vet have contact of the third order at 
the point a? = y = 7 • 



23. Ifr — asec*-, find p. 





Result p==2a sec' - . 



24. Find the two parabolas which, having their axes parallel 

to the co-ordinate axes respectively, have a contact of 
the second order with the circle x* + y'=5a*, at the 
point x==a, y = 2a. 

75 7. / 8«V 2a /7a \ •/ aV 16a /11a \ 

25. In the curve - = 7: (e* +e "), shew that the co-ordinates 

c 2 

of the centre of curvature are 

and find the equation to the evolute. 

26. Find the equation to the evolute of the ellipse, and the 

whole length of the evolute. 

Eesults. (aaj)* + (Jy)^=(a«-6')'; ^(i^^^ 

27. If f*=f{p) he the polar equation to a curve, shew that 

the equation to the locus of the foot of the perpendicular 

dr^wn from the pole on the tangent is p' = tt-tt . Find 

the locus when 0' = , and shew that it is a circle. 

■* 2a — f 
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28. Find the evolute of the curve p*^i^^ a*. 

29. If ^ be the area between a curve, its radius of curvature, 

and its evolute, then 



{' - (DT 



dx 7d^ * 

30. If p be the radius of curvature of a curve, then the radius 

of curvature of the evolute at the corresponding point 
dp 

31. If x\ y be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature of 

the curve y* « c^x^ shew that 

aVl5y aV-9/ . 

"" — ^^^' y — 2^^- 

32. Shew that in a parabola the radius of curvature at any 

point is equal to twice the portion of the normal which 
is intercepted between the point and the directrix. 

33. Investigate the following expressions for the radius of 

curvature at any point of an ellipse : 

^^ "^^ ^^^ a(l-e'sin«<^)*' 

where r and r' are the focal distances of the point and 
^ is the angle which the normal at the point makes 
with the major axis. 

34. The locus of the centres of all ellipses having the 

directions of their axes given, and having a contact of 
the second order with a given cui-ve at a given point, 
is a rectangular hyperbola passing through that point. 

35. Find the asymptotes of the evolute of the curve 

y = a tan x. 

36. Shew that corresponding to the portion of the curve 

ay == a? near the origin, the evolute is approximately 
a curve whose equation is xy^ = <?. 

AA2 
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87. Shew that corresponding to the portion of the curve 
(fiy = a^a? + x^ near the origin, the evolute is approxi- 
mately a curve whose equation is 

38. Shew that the chord of curvature parallel to the axis 

of a? of the curve sec- — «" is constant; and that the 

a 

evolute of this curve for the portion near the origin 

is approximately a curve whose equation is 

sec i-^ =6". 



m- 



39. If along a curve and its circle of curvature at any point 
equal arcs (Bs) be measured from the point of contact 
and on the same side of it, shew that the distance be- 

tween their extremities will be ultimately - -f-^—r'' 



Qds 



P 



40. Shew that in general a conic section may be found which 
has a contact of the fourth order with a given curve at 
a proposed point, and shew how to find it when the. 
length of the curve is given in terms of the angle which 
the normal makes with a fixed hue. 

If the curve be an equiangular spiral, and a be the 
angle between the radius vector and the tangent at any 
point, shew that the conic section is an ellipse, the 
major axis of which makes with the normal to the 
curve an angle « given by the equation 

tan 2a) -h 3 tan a » Q, 



' t 
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ENVELOPS. 



334 Suppose 

F{x,y,a)^0 (1) 

to be the equation to a curve, a being some constant quantity. 
By changing a into a 4- A, we obtain another curve of the 
same species as (1)^ the equation to which is 

F{x, y, a + A) =0 (2). 

The point of intersection of (l) and (2) will be found by 
combining the equations. Now (2) may be written 

F{x,y,a)+hF{x,y,a^reh)=0 (3), 

the accent denoting that F[xy y, a) is to be differentiated 
with respect to a, and in the result a changed into a + Oh. 
Hence, combining (3) and (1), we have the point of inter- 
section determined by 

F{x,y, a) = 0, and i?^(a;,y, a + ^A) =0 (4). 

If we diminish h indefinitely, the equations (4) become 

F{x,y, a)=0, and F'{x,y, a) = (5). 

The point determined by equations (5) is the limit of ike 
intersection of (1) and (2). 

If between equations (5) we eliminate a, we obtain the 
equation to a curve which is called the hcus of the ultimate 
intersections of the curves formed by varying a continuously in 
the eqy^ition F{x, y, a) ^ 0. 

The quantity a is called the parameter of the curve, 

335. The locus of the ultimate intersections of a series of 
curves touches each of the series of intersecting curves. 
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Let F{x, y, a) s* be the equation which gives the series 
of curves by varying continuously the quantity a. Then the 
locus of the ultimate intersections is found by eliminating a 
between 

F[x,y,a)^0 (1), 

and F\xyy, a)=0 (2). 

Suppose from (2) we obtain a in terms of x and y, say 
a = <f>(x,y); then if we. substitute in (1) we have 

F{x,y,<t>{x,y)}^0 (3), 

which is therefore the equation to the locus of the ultimate 
intersections. Now if for any assigned value of a the equa- 
tioDS (1) and (2) give possible values to x and y, then the 
curve represented by (1) when a has this assigned value, will 
meet the curve represented by (3). 

The value of -^ for the curve (1) is found by the equation 

dF(x, y, a) ^ dF[x, y, «) ^V ^ q ,^j 

dx dy dx ^ ^' 

dv 
The value of ^ for the curve (3) is found by the equation 

dF{x, y, <f>) dF{x, y, ^) dy 
dx dy dx 

^^£^,||^|g}.„ ,,, 

fJTT dF 

But -Tjr only differs from -j- in having ^ [x, y) in the 
place of a; hence by (2) we have at the point where (1) 
and (3) meet, -rr^O. Thus (5) becomes at that point 

dF(x, y, <l>) dF(x, y, 4>) dy ^^ /^n 

dx dy dx ^' 

Since at the point of intersection of (1) and (3) we have 
a^ff>{x, y), equation (6) gives for -r- at that point the same 
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Talue as equation (4). Hence (1) and (3) t<yuch at their 
common point 

From this property the locus of the ultimate intersections 
of a series of curves is called the envelop of the series of 
curves. 

336. Example. Required the locus of the ultimate inter- 
sections of a series of parabolas found by varying a in the 
equation 

Here F(x,y, a)^y-ax + —- — a" = (1), 

zp 

-F' (a:, y, a) = x =0 (2). 

From (2) a=-^. 

Substitute in (1) and we have 

or a^+2py — ;?* = 0, 

which is the equation to a parabola. 

337. Required the locus of the ultimate intersections of a 
series of normals drawn at different points of a given curve. 

Let a;, y be co-ordinates of a point in the given curve, then 

«'-«+(2/'-y)g = (1) 

is the equation to the normal at that point ; a?', y\ being the 
variable co-ordinates. From the equation to the given curve 

y and -^ can be expressed as functions of x ; thus x is the 

parameter in (1), by varying which the series of normals 
is obtained. Hence the required locus is to be found by 
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eliminating x between (1) and the equation obtained firom (1) 
by differentiating it with respect to x, which is 

-^tf-^)S-(l)=»- • »■ 

It appears from (1) and (2), compared with Art. 320, that 
X, xf will be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature at 
the point (a?, y) of the given curve. Hence the locus of the 
ultimate intersections of the normals to a curve is the evolute 
of that cvrve. 

338. It may happen that the envelop does not touch all 
the curves of- the series, as will appear from an example. 

Suppose the centre of a circle of variable radius to move 
along the axis of x, so that the 
abscissa OP of its centre and its 
radius PM are the abscissa and 
ordinate of an ellipse AMB which 
has for its equation 

x^ y' , 

w vr 

required the envelop of the system of circles. 
If 0P~ a, the equation to the circle will be 




m 



Hence differentiating with respect to a, we have 



w*a 



m ' 



therefore 



a = 



m^x 



m*+n^ 
Substitute in (1) and we obtain 



(1). 



(2; 






which is the equation to the envelop. 



(3). 
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For all values of a comprised between -77—1 sr and m, 

the circles do not ultimately intersect, and are not touched by 
the envelop : for the value of y found from (2) and (3) is 









which is impossible when a is greater than ,, , =- . 

Therefore in the enunciation of Art. 335 we do not assert 
that the envelop touches each of the series of curves, but that 
it touches each of the series of intersecting curves. The de- 
monstration in that Article assumes that the equations (1) and 
(2) lead to possible values of x and y; or in other words, that 
one curve of the series ultimately intersects the adjacent curve. 

339. The method of Art. 334 may be extended to the case 
in which there are n parameters connected by w — 1 equations. 
For example, suppose 

F(x, y, a, 5, c) = (1) 

to be the equation to a curve, the parameters a, b, c, being 
connected by the equations 

^,(a, J, c)=0' 
4>t («> ^ c) = 0^ 



'; 



(2), 



and that we require the locus of the ultimate intersections of 

the curves obtained by giving to the parameters in (1) ail 

possible values consistent with (2). If from equations (2) we 

find the values of b and c in terms of a and substitute them in 

(1), we may then proceed as in Art. 334. If however the 

solution of equations (2) be difficult we may proceed thus. 

' Regarding b and c in (1) as implicit functions of a, we have, 

,^2]: if we dififerentiate with respect to a, and put the result equal 

\to zero as in Art. 334, 

^ ^ + ^^ + ^^=.0 (3) 

da db da dc da 

' ^^^' ^ db dc 

To find -,- and -5- , we have by differentiating (2), 
da aa 
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,(4\ 



d<f>^ d^ db d^ ^ — 
d>a db da dc da 

If the values of -y- and --y- from (4) be substituted in (3), 

and then a, I, c, be eKminated between (1), (2), and (3), the 
resulting equation between x and y will determine the re- 
quired locus. 

This process may be rendered more symmetrical by suppos- 
ing a,b,c all functions of a third variable, say t; then using 

Da, Db, Dc{oT -y-f -r » ^n respectively, we have instead of 



Tt 



(3) and (4) the equations 



-j--Da + -jrDb + -j- Dc = 
da do dc 

da db dc 



da 



db 



dc 



(5). 



And the solution of the problem will be facilitated by the use 
of indetenninate multipliers. Thus multiply the second of 
equations (5) by \, the third by /t, and add to the first ; 
this gives 



''*. + ,f)i)c = (6). 



(— X 
\dc dc 



Now since X and /jl are at present undetermined, we may 
take them such that 



dF 



da da da 



dF 

15 



^^f^'-f-"/ 
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from which it follows by (6) that 

^^^ do^^ dc"^ W. 

Hence we have to eliminate a, h, c, X and /m from equations 
(1), (2), (7) and (8) ; the result is the equation to the envelop 
required. 

Example. A straight line moves so that the length inter- 
cepted between the co-ordinate axes is constant : required the 
envelop of the moving straight line. 

Let the equation to the straight line be 

M--, •'• w. 

SO that a'+ J' = a constant = &*, say (10). 

From (9) -,2>a + |^i>5 = 0, 

^ a b 

from (10) aDa + hDb = ; 

thus (^^ + Xa)Da+(^ + \b] Db = 0, 

therefore -. + Xa = 0, and^j + \J=0 (11); 

multiply the first of these equations by a and the second by 
h and add ; thus 

-+| + X(a«+i') = 0, 
a b ^ 

that is, 1 4- yJ^ = 0, therefore X = — p . 

Then from (11) 

a'=:&"a:, and b^^T^y. 
Therefore by (9) 

or fl?' + y^ = A*. 

This equation determines the envelop. 
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EXAMPLES. 

CC ft 

1. Find the envelop of the series of straight lines ~ + ^ = 1, 

where iJa-^-t^h^^Jho, constant 

Result a?* + y* = JcK 

2. Ellipses are described with coincident centre and axes, 

and having the sum of the semiaxes = c. Shew that 
the equation to the locus of ultimate intersections is 

3. Find the envelop of aU ellipses having a constant area, 

the axes being coincident. 

* 

ResuU. AiO?y^ = c* where ttc* is the given are^. 

4. A straight line cuts off from the co-ordinate axes distances 

AB, AGy such that nAB-\-AC = c^ shew that the 
envelop of the straight lines is 

(y -I- wa? — c)* = 4najy. 

5. Find the evolute of a parabola y' = 4aa?, by the method of 

Art. 337, taking the equation to the normal in the form 

y = «i (a? — 2a) — am?. 

Result. ^Im^ = 4 (a? — 2a)'. 

6. Find the evolute of the curve a^ + y* =: a'. See 

Example 9, to Chapter xviii. 

Result, {x + y)* + (a? — y)* = 2aK 

7. Shew that the envelop of the series of parabolas 



y©V(f)='' 



under the condition ai = c^f is an hyperbola having its 
asymptotes coinciding with the axes. 

8. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the 
straight lines drawn at right angles to normals to 
the parabola y' = 4aa?, at the points where they cut 
the axis. 

Result y* = 4a (2a — a:). 
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9. Straight lines drawn at right angles to the tangents 
of a parabola at the points where they meet a given 
straight line perpendicular to the axis, are in general 
tangents to a confocal parabola. 

10. Find the envelop of the curves (— r— J + ( ^~) ~ ^» 

the variable parameters a, b, being connected by the 

equation g) + Q = 1. 

a?" v' 
Besult. p + ^5 = ^- 

11. CSrcles are described on successive double ordinates of a 

pai-abola as diameters : shew that their envelop is an 
equal parabola. Find what part of this system of 
circles does not admit of an envelop. 

12. A circle moves with its centre on a parabola whose 

equation is y* — 4a£D = 0, and always passes through 
the vertex of the parabola : shew that the circle always 
touches the curve y* {x + 2a) + ic^ = 0. 

13. A series of parabolas of latus rectum I is described with 

their vertices in a given parabola of latus rectum I', 
Shew that the locus of the ultimate intersections is a 
parabola with latus rectum 1 4- 1\ the concavities being 
in the same direction and the axes parallel 

14. Find the envelop of all ellipses having the same centre 

and in which the straight line joining the ends of the 
axes is of constant length. 

Besult x±y^±c. 

a? t/" 

15. From any point of the ellipse -i + rs = 1> perpendiculars 

are drawn to the axes, and the feet of these perpen- 
diculars are joined: shew that the straight line thus 

©3 /t/\ » 

+ (fj =1. 
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16. From every point of the ellipse Ti + w"* ^ ~ ^ P^'^ ^^ 

tangents are drawn to the ellipse -5+^ — 1=0: 

shew that the locus of the ultimate intersections of 

the chords of contact is — r-+ -^= 1. 

a 

17. CJircles are drawn passing through the origin having 

their centres on the curve a'^— i*(2aaj — ac') = 0: shew 
that the locus of the ultimate intersections of these 
circles is (a^^'+y' — 2aa:)' — 4aV — 4&y = 0. 

18. The circle whose equation is x* + «* + 2ax + 25y + 2c = 0, 

is cut by another circle which passes through the 

origin and whose centre is on the curve -^ + ^ = 1 : 

shew that the chord joining the points of intersection 
touches the curve aV + yS^y = (cue + iy + c)\ 

19. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the 

straight lines 

ycostf — ojsintf = c — csintf logtanf- +«)> 
where is the variable parameter. 

X X 

ResuU. 2y = c(e« + e~«). 

20. The equation to a spiral is r* cos n0 = a*; straight lines 

are drawn through the extremities of the radii vectores 
at right angles to them : shew that the envelop of these 
straight lines is the curve 

r"* cos W2^ = a"*, where m = -. 

2h A series of ellipses has the same centre and directrix : 
shew that the envelop is a pair of parabolas, but that 
the envelop wiU not meet those ellipses whose exceu* 

tricily is less than -^ . 



^VELOPS. £^ AMPLER.. 367 

22. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of an ellipse 
which touches a given straight line at a given point 
at the extremity of the axis minor, the excentricity 
varying as the axis major. Find the limits of the 
excentricity in order that two consecutive ellipses may 
intersect. 



23* A straight line is drawn from the focus to any point of 
a conic section, and a circle is described on it as a 
diameter : shew that the locus of the ultimate inter- 
sections of all such circles is a circle, except, in a 
certain case, where it is a straight line. 

24. Shew that the locus of the ultimate intersections of all 

the chords of an ellipse which join the points of con- 
tact of pairs of tangents at right angles to one another 
is a confocal ellipse. 

25. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the straight 

lines X cos SO + ysinZO^a (cos 2ff)^, where is the 
variable parameter. 

Bemlt. (ir* + yT=a'(ir*-y*). 

26. Find the envelop of the circles described on the radii of 

an elUpse, drawn from the centre, as diameters. 

£esult. (aj* + y7 = aV + 6y. 

g 

27. On any radius vector of the curve r^^c sec* - as diameter 

n 

is described a circle : shew that the envelop of all such 

g 

circles is the curve r = c sec*"* • 

n — 1 

28. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of a family 

of parabolas of which the pole of a given equiangular 
spiral is the focus, and its tangents directrices. 

BesuU. A similar equiangular spiral 
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29. Perpendiculars are drawn from the pole of an equi- 

angular spiral on the tangents to the curve : find the 
envelop of the circles described on these perpendiculars 
as diameters. 

Result A similar equiangular spiral. 

30. From every point of a parabola as centre a circle is 

described with a radius exceeding the focal distance 
of the point by a constant quantity : find the enveloj) 
of the circles. 

Result (a? + c + a){^ + (a? — a)'— 01 = 0; where c is 
the constant quantity. 

31. Find the envelop of the straight lines obtained by vary- 

ing d in the equation ax sec^ — hy cosec ^ = a* — 6*. 

Result [ax)^ + (%)* = {c? - 6»)^. 

32. From a fixed point A in the circumference of a circle 

any chord AP is drawn and bisected at Hy and on 
PH as diameter a circle is described : find the locus 
of the ultimate intersections of the system of circles 
described according to this law. 

Remit of (aj" + y") = (2a;» + 23/" - 3cw?)" ; 

where a?+y' = 2cKc is the equation to the given circle. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

TRACINa OF CUBVES. 

340. In this Chapter we shall give some examples of 
tracing curves from their equations. 

a? f ip" — 4a*) 
Example (1). Let y*« g«-o' ^^^* 

First find the value of j- : taking the logarithms of both 
sides of the equation and differentiating^ we have 

^ ^ — la. ^ — ^ . 
ydan X as* — 4a* a?* — a** 

therefore ^ = ±^^lgl^\l+-^-^ .... (2). 
Next find the asymptotes : since 

therefore y = ±a5ri--^j (^~^) 

=±f-£-} ^'^- 



Hence 


y= a? 


and 


y = -a? 


are asymptotes. 
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Also when a; = ± a we see that y is infinite. 
Hence a? = a 

and x = ^a 

are asymptotes. 

We may now assign different values to a?, and note the 

corresponding values of y and -j- obtained from (1) and (2). 

Since the curve is symmetrical with respect to the axis of a?, 
we may confine our attention to the positive values of y. 

When a?=0, 2^ = 0, ^=±?- 
From a; = to a; = a, y is possible. 

When x^a, 2/=oo, d"^^' 

From a? = a to aj = 2a, y is impossible. 
When aj = 2a, y = 0, -^^ = oo . 

When X is greater than 2a, y is possible. 

It i-s not necessary to give negative values to a; in this 
example, because the curve is symmetrical with respect to 
the axis of y. 

If we draw the asymptotes and make use of the above 

list of particular values of y and -~- , we shall have sufficient 

materials for ascertaining the general form of the curve. If 

necessary, in any example, we may find -r^, in order to 

determine the points of inflexion ; also by examining when ^ 

vanishes, we can determine the maxima and minima values 
oiy. 

If we take the upper sign in equation (3), we have for 
the asymptote 

y=i» (4); 

and for the curve y = a; — ^— &c (5). 

mX 
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When X is very large the terms included in the &c. of 

3a" 
equation (5) will be very small compared with — . Hence 

comparing (4) and (5) we see that corresponding to the same 
abscissa the ordinate of the curve is less than that of the 
a83nnptote, and therefore the curve lies below the asymptote 
as represented in the figure. 




341. Example (2). Suppose 

y 






therefore - -^ == - •] j — 

y ax X X — a x — 2a x + Sa 

dy ___! [ x {x- a) {x - 2a) ] h f 1 1 1 !____ 

dx 2 I a; + 3a ) [^ x— a a? — 2a a? + 3a 



(2). 



m- 




'k 



Also from (1) we have 

/, a a* \/ a a* \/ 3a 27a' \ 



BB2 
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If the three series be multiplied together we have 






2x 



) 



(3). 



y = a; — 3a 
y = — a; + 3a 

0*= — 3a 



Hence 
and 
are asymptotes. 

Also from (1) 

is an asymptote. 

From (1) and (2) we have the following results, confining 
ourselves to the positive values of y. 




When aj=0, y = 0, 

From «? s= to oj = a, y is possible. 
When x = a, y = 0, 



dx 

dy 
dx 



= 00. 



= 00. 
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From, a? = a to a? =* 2a, y is impossible. 
When x-2a, y = 0, ^=*^* 

When X is greater than 2a^ y is possibla 

When X is negative and between and — 3a, y is impossible. 

When a; = — 3a, y = co, -^=00. 

When X lies between — 3a and — 00 , y is possible. 

From (3) we see that the equation to the curve when x 
is very great is approximately 

y = a:-3a+-^; 
and whether x be positive or negative a: — 3a + -- — is 

mX 

numerically greater than x — 3a. Hence the curve lies above 
the asjnoaptote. 

342. In the above examples the value of y is given 
explicitly in terms of x. In a similar manner we may pro- 
ceed if X is given explicitly in terms of y. But if the equa- 
tion connecting x and y does not admit of easy solution we 
must abandon this method. In such cases we may find the 
asymptotes by Art. 277: we may determine the nature of 
the curve near the origin by a method exemplified in the 
next two Articles; from these results we may obtain some 
idea of the form of the curve. By transforming the equation 
to polar co-ordinates we shall sometimes be enabled to trace 
it more accurately. 

34}3. To determine the form of the curve 

x^ - ayaf '\- by^ =^ (1) 

near the origin. 

First, suppose that near the origin the term 6y* can be 
neglected in comparison with the other two terms in (1) ; in 
that case we should have 

x^ — ay a? = 0, 

therefore a?" = ay. 
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This makes y vary as a?y and therefore t^ vary aa x^. 
Hence the neglected term hy^ vaiie& as a;*, wnile the terms 
retained, x^ and ayx^j vary as x\ But by taking x small 
enough x^ can be made as small as we please compttred with 
x^y and therefore near the origin one branch of the curve may 
be found approximately by neglecting h^. The branch we 
thus obtain, being determined by the equation of = ay, is 
a portion of a parabola having its axis coincident with that 
ofy. 

Next, assume that near the origin the term aycf may be 
neglected in comparison with the others. We thus find 

therefore y varies as x^. 

Hence the neglected term aya? would vary as a;*^^ ; that is 

as a:', while the terms retained would vary as a?*. But since 

a?* can be made as great as we please compared with a* 
by taking x small enough, we do not obtain an approximate 
branch near the origin by neglecting aya?. 

Again, assume that a:* may be neglected near the origin ; 
then 

hy^ — dx^y = 0, 

therefore hy^ — ax^ = 0. 

Hence y varies as x ; the terms retained vary as a? and the 
rejected term varies as a;* ; and thus an approximation to the 
curve near the origin is given by 

Jy* — ox'ssO, 0Ty=^±x./j-. 

The figure shews the nature of the 
curve near the origin ; AB is the para- 
bolic branch, and GJD, CiX, are the two 
branches found by neglecting x\ 
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The conclusions in this case may be verified by solving the 
given equation with respect to x\ We thus find 

a'=f{a + V(a"-%)}. 

Expand '^{a^—Aby) in powers of y by the Binomial Theorem, 
and take the upper sign, then 

a? = ay approximately ; 
with the lower sign 

a^ = -y* approximately. 

In this manner, or by transforming the equation into a 
polar form, we may complete the tracing of the curve. It will 
be found that the branches extending from the origin to G 
and B respectively, unite, thus forming a loop. The branch 
f^om the origin to 1/ extends to infinity, and has no recti- 
linear asymptote. The curve is obviously symmetrical with 
respect to the axis of y. 

344. Determine the nature of the curve 

y^ + ay^X'-x^=0 
near the origin. 

First, if we neglect a* we have 

therefore y^^-^ax. 

Hence x varies as y* ; the rejected term varies as y", while 
the terms retained vary aa y*, and therefore we have in the 
parabola i^=^— ax an approximation to the given curve near 
the origin. 

Next, reject the term ay^x ; thus 

therefore y = ± i». 

Hence y varies as x ; the rejected term varies as «^, and 
the terms retained vary as a?* ; hence this does not give us 
an approximate branch. 



I 
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Again, reject y* ; thus 

iherefore «/"=—. 

^ a 

Hence y* varies as a?\ the rejected term varies as »•, 
and the terms retained vary as 
x\ and consequently we obtain 
an approximate branch. 

The branch to the left of the 

axis oiy is that given by ^*= — ax, 

and the cusp to the right of the 

axis oiy is that given by y* = ~ , 

In this example, y* may be found 

in terms of x and the whole curve traced 

345. We may observe that in the examples of the pre- 
ceding Articles, the supposition which was found inadmissible 
near the origin, will be admissible for points at a very great 
distance from the origin. Thus if 

when X and y are indefinitely great, a'fx may be neglected 
in comparison with y* and a?*; and y^^x\ or y = ±x, will be 
an approximation at points remote from the origin. If we 
find the asymptotes by Art. 277, we shall have 

y = ±(x^fj; 

to which y = ± a? 

may be considered an approximation when x and y are inde- 
finitely great. 

346. Required the nature of the curve 

y* + x]^ + ax^y — Ja:^ = 
near the origin. 

Assume aa^y — bx* =5 
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as an approximation near the origin. Hence 

r 

therefore y varies as x^ 

the terms retained vary as x*, and those rejected vary as x*^ 
and we have therefore an approximation to the curve at the 
origin. If we examine all the six cases which present them- 
selves by retaining two of the terms of the given equation and 
rejecting the other two, we shall find that the only other 
allowable supposition is, that xy^ and bcf can be rejected, and 
we obtain for an approximation 

or y" = — cux?' 

It will be easy to draw the branches we have found; the 
equation y^ = — asf gives us a cusp, the two branches being on 
the two sides of the negative part of the axis oiy. 

347. If in any examples we wish only to find the direo- 
tions of the tangents at the origin, we may arrive at them 
immediately, as shewn in Art. 195. 

Suppose ^ + xy* + aa?y — bx^ = 0, 

therefore (y + a?) (-] +a^-b=^0. 



xj X 
Hence, when x and y vanish, we have 

the limit of ^ = - . 
X a 

Besides this, the limit of - may have an infinite value, and 

• X 

this can be determined by examining if - has zero for a limit 
The given equation may be put in the form 



y+«+gy{«-i^}=o. 
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Hence one of the limitinff values of - is zero. 

y 

In like manner, if y* + ay^x — a;* = 0, 

we have y [- J + a [^ J — a; = 0. 

Hence - has zero for one of its limiting values. Also from 
the given equation we may deduce 



X fx^^ 



.y+a — x[-] =0. 

^ y \yJ 

£C <»/ 

Hence - has zero for one of its limiting values. Thus - 

y X 

may be zero or infinity when x and y are indefinitely dimi- 
nished, and therefore the axes of x and y are tangents to the 
branches through the origin. 

In connexion with the subject of tracing curves from equa- 
tions of the form (f> {x, y) = the student may with advan- 
tage consult Chapter xxin. of the treatise on the Theory of 
Equations. 

348. We shall now give some examples of polar curves. 

• ? 
o .. r dr a S 

ouppose r = a sec - , therefore 77^ = ^ , 

cos - 
3 

tan<^ = r^ = 3cot-. (Art. 279.) 

The polar subtangent = r' -7- = 3a cosec - . 

When 5 = — , r is infinite, and the polar subtangent = 3a ; 

hence we have an asymptote. As increases from to -— , 

dr . , . ... . . ^ 

-^ is positive, and r is positive and increases with 0. As 
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increases from — to Stt, r is negative, and ^ is positive so 

that r numerically diminishes. 

To draw the asymptote we proceed thus: since, when 




37r 
6 ^ — yT \a infinite, and the polar subtangent is 3a, the eye 

must be supposed at looking along OFy and a distance 
0(? = 3a must be measured to the right of OjFand at right 
angles to it ; a straight line drawn through O parallel to OF 
is the required asymptote. 

-As 6 changes from to — the branch AB CD is traced 

out, cutting OA at right angles at A since tan = oo when 

Stt 

^ = 0. When 6 becomes greater than — , r is negative, and 

according to the usual conventions with respect to sign, must 
be measured in a direction opposite to that which it would 
have if it were positive. For example, if the angle AOQ 
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measured in the ordinary way round from OA be 1- - 

the corresponding value of r is 



^ or - QT -a^J^ yz + 1) ; 



sm^ 



1 /Stt . ir\ 

hence we take (?P=:a V2 (V3 + 1) measuring it along QO 

produced. In this way, as 6 changes from — to Stt, we 

obtain the portion ECFA of the curve. 

If we suppose 6 negative, or positive and greater than 
Stt, we shall only obtain repetitions o£ the branches already 
found. 

349. A very common mistake in drawing polar curves is 
made with respect to the asymptotes. For example, if r is 
infinite when ^ = 0, it is assumed that the initial line is an 
asymptote. This involves a double error, for in the first 
place it does not follow that because r is infinite there is an 
asymptote ; and secondly, if there be an asymptote it may be 
parallel to the initial line instead of coinciding with it. 

For example, the polar equation to the parabola from the 
vertex is 

_ 4a cos 6 

Here when ^ = 0, r is oo , but the curve has no asymptote. 
In the curve 

a 



sin 3 



when ^ = 0, r is infinite ; there is an asymptote, but it does 
not coincide with the initial line; it will be found to be 
parallel to it and at a distance 3a from it. 



350. Trace the curve 

asind 
r _ 
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TT dr _ a{0cos0-*sm0) 

^^® de 0^ ' 

tan 9=8 2 2 ' — 3- 

^ cos ^ — sin ^ 

As r is never infinite there is no asymptote ; r is positive 
from ^ = to d = w, negative from 0^ir to ^ = 27r, and 
so on. 

When 0=0, tan ^ assumes the form - ; on examination it 

will be found infinite. 

The curve begins at A, crossing the initial line at right 







« 



angles, since there tan (f> is infinite : as changes from to tt 
the portion ABO is traced out ; as changes from ir to 27r 
the portion ODEFO is traced out, and so on. The curve 
forms an infinite number of loops, each smaller than the pre- 
ceding and all passing through 0. 

li we ascribe negative values to 5 we obtain the dotted 
part lying helow the straight line OA. 



361. Trace the curve 



r = 



1 + 0** 
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In this case the curve begins at the pole and makes 




an infinite number of revolutions round it ; r can never be- 
come so great as a, to which value however it continually 
approaches. Hence r = a is the equation to an asymptotic 
circle, to which the curve continually approaches as ^ in- 
creases' without limit. 

K we give to d negative values, we have a branch similar 
to that obtained from positive values of 0. It is represented 
in the figure by the dotted portion. 

352. We shall now give the equations and the figures of 
a few curves which frequently occur in problems. 

The Logarithmic Curve. 
The equation to this curve is 

or, which is an equivalent form, 

y = ha'. 

The curve extends to infinity 
both in the positive and negative 
directions of the axis of a?. As a? 
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is increased numericallj in the negative direction, y tends 
to the limit zero, so that the axis of a; is an asymptote. 



353. The Catenary. 

The equation to this curve is 

c * • - 

It is the curve in which a flexible string 
would hang if suspended from two points, 
as is shewn in works on Statics. 




354. The Logarithmic Spiral. 
The equation to this curve is 

r = he^y 
or ^ r = ia*. 

Taking the first form we have 

d0 
tan q)^r-j-=^c. 

Since <f) is thus constant the curve is also called the 
equianguUir »piral. 




The dotted part arises from negative values of ft 
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CYCLOID. 



365. ITie Spiral of Archimedes, 

r^ad. 




356. The Oijchid. 




jl^ js 



The cycloid is traced out by a fixed point in the circum- 
ference of a circle as the circle roUs along a straight line. 

Let Ax be the straight line along which the circle rolls ; 

M the fixed point in the circumference of the circle 
JBMO which traces out the cycloid ; 

A the point in the straight line Ax with which M 
was originally in contact ; 

the centre of the circle : 

AP = x, MP^y, MOB = (l>, OB=a. 

The arc MB^aj>^ and by the nature of the curve it is 
equal to AB ; 

therefore a? — a^ — PB = a^ — a sin ^, 

y = a — a cos 0. 

If we eliminate we have 

a? = acos"* ^ — V(2«y-y*). 
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357. From the last equation we have 

^= /( y \ 

dy V V2«-y/ 

Hence the equation to the tangent at JIf is 

and the equation to the normal at ilf is 

If in the last equation we put y' — 0, we have 

oi — x^ Mj\y (2a — y)} = a sin ^ =;= PB. 

Hence MB is the direction of the normal at JIf, and therefore 
MC is the direction of the tangent at M, 

If in the equations of Art. 356 we put ^ = tt, we have y = 2a 
and a? = aTT as the co-ordinates of the vertex E. Hence 

PD ^air — a(f> + a sin if> 

= a{0 + Qm0), ifd = ir-^. 

Also the distance of M from a straight line through j& parallel 
to Ax is 2a— a (I — cos<^) or a (1 ~ cos 6)^ 

858. If we take the vertex as the origin, and the tangent 
at that point as the axis of y, we have by the last Article 

y==Pi^=a(^ + sin^)) , 

x = AN=a{l-coBe)] ^^' 




Describe a semicircle on AD as diameter: let PN meet 
this circle at M, and join ilfwith the centre ; then 

AN:= a {I - cos AOM); 

therefore AOM^ 0. 



T. D. c. 



cc 



386 



EVOLtTTE OF THE CTCLOID. 



t 

Since the arc AM=^ aO, it follows that 

MP=wcAM 
From (1) we have 



y =B a COS 



_!» — a? 



a 



+ V(3a» - «^ 



(2). 



therefore 



dor 



VC-^)- 



If « denote the arc AP, we have 

therefore s == Aj{Sax), 

as will appear from the Integral Calculus. 

The normal to the curve at P is parallel to MD, as we 
may see from Art. 357 or ftom an independent investigation. 
By the property of the circle it follows that 

MD = 2a cos - . 

If we investij^te the value of the radius of curvature at P 
we shall find it to be twice MB^ that is, 


4a cos - , or 2 V(4a" — 2ax). 

359. The evolute of ike cycloid is an equal cycloid. 



D 1 


Ef 


k 


Ky 


I \ 


T 




^^-^-^./T 



For it appears by Art. 358 that the radius of curvature at 
a point Jlf of a cycloid is twice MN, Hence if we produce 
MN to 0, makmg NO = MN, the point is the centre of 
curvature corresponding to the poinb M, Draw EI£ and 
make IB— 2a; draw B C parallel to ED ; the circle described 
on NC as a diameter will pass through 0. 



I 

I 
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The arc NO = arc MN and therefore = AN, 

therefore the arc (7 = NI=^ CB. 

Hence is a point in a cycloid generated by rolling a circle 
of radius a along BG. Hence the evolute of the cycloid 
AHA' is composed of the two semi- cycloids AB and A'B. 

360. The epicycloid is the curve traced out by a point in 
the perimeter of a circle which rolls on the outside of ^ fixed 
circle. 




Let and C be the centres of the fixed and the rolling 
circles respectively, B the point of contact, P the tracing 
point, A its initial position. Take OA as the axis of x; 
draw CN, PM, perpendicular to th^ a^s of x. Let 

(?JB=a, j5C7=J, AOB = 0, BCP=^i>. 

Then x = ON-h Nil 

= (a + 5) cos^ + Jsin (<^ — i7r + ^) 
== (a + J) cos ^ — 6 cos (<^ + d). 

But the arc AB = the arc BP, by the mode of generation, 
that is, ad = b^, therefore 

a;= (a 4- 5) cos ^— 6 oos—r — 0. 



Similarly 



t/ = (a + 6) sin 5 — 5 sin — r— 0* 



The hypocycloid is the curve traced out by a point in the 
perimeter of a circle which rolls on the inside of a fixed circle. 



CC2 



I V 
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It may be found by a method similar to the above that for 
the hypocycloid 

a; =s (a — 5) cos ^ + J cos —j— 0, 

y = (a ~ 5) sin ^ — J sin — j— 6, 

361. The radius of the rolling circle may be greater or 
less than the radius of the fixed circle both in the epicy- 
cloid and in the hypocycloid: it is however easy to infer 
from the figure, that a hypocycloid in which the radius of the 
rolling circle is greater than the radius of the fixed circle may 
be counted as an epicycloid. This can also be shewn fix>m 
the equations. For in the equations to the hypocycloid put 

— T— ^= 0; then those equations may be written 

/.r \ f /T \ a + b — a , 
a: = (a + — a) cos 9 — (6 — ft) cos —7 9, 

y = (a + 5 — a) sin ^ — (6 — a) sin —7 — -— <^; 

these are the equations to an epicycloid in which the radius 
of the fixed circle is a, and the radius of the rolling circle 
ish — a. 

Similarly we may shew that a hypocycloid in which the 
radius of the rolling circle is greater than half the radius of 
the fixed circle may be counted as a hypocycloid in which the 
radius of the rolling circle is less than half the radius of the 
fixed circle. Thus we can obtain all epicycloids and hypo- 
cycloids if in addition to epicycloids we take hypocycloids in 
which the radius of the rolling circle is less th'an half the 
radius of the fixed circle. 

362. If a and b are in the proportion of two whole num- 
bers we may eliminate $ between the two equations which 
determine an epicycloid or a hypocycloid, and thus obtain the 
equation to the curve in an algebraical form. For example, 
suppose in the hypocycloid that a = 46 ; then- 
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a; = 36 COS ^ + 5 cos 3^ = 46 cos' ft 

^ y = 3 J sin ^ - 6 sin 3^ = 4 J sin' ; 

therefore a;' + y* = cfi. 

If in the hypocycloid we suppose a = 26, we obtain 

0? = 2 J cos 5 and y = ; 

thus y is always zero and x may have any value between — a 
and + a ; therefore the curve reduces to a diameter of the fixed 
circle. 

363. If in Art. 360 the describing point, instead of being 
on the perimeter of the rolling circle, is on a fixed radius 
of that circle,- but either within or without the perimeter, the 
curve generated is called the epitrochoid when the rolling 
circle moves on the outside of the fixed circle, and the hypo- 
trochoid when the rolling circle moves on the inside of the 
fixed circle. In the former case we have 

a; = (a + 6) cos ^ — rah cos — y— ft 



y = (a + i) sin ^ — nib sin — j— ft 
and in the latter case 

aj = (a — i) cos ^ + mh cos — j— ft 

y = (a — &) sin 5 — ml sin —j— ft 

mh being the distance of the describing point from the centre 
of the rolling circle. 

364. K a circle roll jdong a straight line the curve traced 
out by a point in the perimeter of the rolling circle is, as we 
have already stated, called the cycloid. If the describing 
point be inside the perimeter the curve is called the prolate 
cycloid, if outside the curtate cycloid ; the term trochoid is also 
used to denote both the prolate cycloid and the curtate cycloid. 
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The equations 

a? = a (1 — w cos ^> 

y = a(^ + wising), 

will represent a pi'olate cycloid, a common cycloid, or a 
curtate cycloid, according as m is less than unity, equal to 
unity, or greater than unity. See Art. 358. 

EXAMPLES. 

Trace the following curves : 
1. y* = aa?--aj'. 2. f^^aJ'-x^ 

3. f{x'-a) = {x + a)ix!'. 4. afy'-^a" {a?-^f). 

5. y(aj-^4a)=cw?(aj-3d); 0. (a;* + y*)' = 4a Vy*. 

•?. ^ (2a - a?) = a;^. (The cissoid.) 

8. a?f^{d?-f) {b + y)\ (The conchoid.) Transfer the 

origin to the point (0, — 6) and then change to polar 
co-ordinates and we have for the equation 

r = 6 cosec ± a. 

9. (ic* + y')' = a'(a>*-y). (The lemniscata.) 

10. r = a^sin^. 11. r^a{0 + sm0). 

12. rein 5 = a cos* ft 13. r = log sin ft 

14. r* cos 5 = a* sin* 3ft 15. r'* cos ^ = a* sin» ft 

16. r(^-sin0)'=a(0+sin5). 

17. 7. = a (1 — cos 0)n (The cardioido;) 

18. r0 = a. (The hy|)erbolic spiral.) 

19. Find the equations to the tangent and normal at the 

point P in the epicycloid. See the Figure to Art. 360. 
Shew that the normal at P passes through B, 

20. Trace the curve determined by the equations 

aj = a (1 — cos (f)), y = a</) ; 
this curve is called the companion to the cycloid. 
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21. Obtain in an algebraical form the equation to the epi- 

cycloid for which a = 2 J. 

EesuU. 4(ai" + y*-ay = 27ay. 

22. Shew that when a ~ 6 the epicycloid becomes the car- 

dioide. 



23. Trace the curve whose equation is r=acos-; and 

3 

shew that if -4 be the point where the curve meets the 
prime radius produced backwards and PSQR any 
chord drawn through the pole 8 meeting the curve 
at P, Qy and R, the angles PAQ and QAR are each 
60**, and the angle A8Q equal to thrice the angle 
AP8 

24. Shew that the equations 

r^a^a tan 6 and 2a = r - r tan d 

reprasent the same curve in different positions, and 
that the radii vectores to the points of intersection 
bisect the angles between the tangents at those points. 



25. Trace the curve - = sin - log I w sin - ) , (1) when 



m is 



greater than unity, (2) when m is equal to unity, 

(3) when'w is less than unity and greater than the 
reciprocal of the base of the Napierian logarithms, 

(4) when rn is less than the reciprocal of the base of 
the Napierito logarithms. 



y / 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 



ON DIFFERENTIALS. 



365. In the preceding pages we have given the proposi- 
tions commonly found in works on the Differential Calculus, 
and have used the method of limits in all the demonstrations. 
We now offer a few remarks on another method of treating 
the subject. 

In the expansion of f{x-\-h) by Taylor's Theorem, the 
coefficient of h was shewn to be that function of x which we 
had called the differential coefficient oif{x) with respect to x. 
Lagrange proposed to define the differential coefficient oi f{x) 
with respect to x as the coefficient of h in the expansion of 
f{x + h), and thus to avoid all reference to the theory of 
limits. Lagrange's views were propounded towards the close 
of the last century and were generally adopted by elementary 

writers. ' . . . 

One objection to this method is its use of infinite series 
without ascertaining that those series are convergent, and the 
proof tha,t f{x + h) can always be expanded in a series of 
ascending powers of h, which is made the foundation of the 
Differential Calculus, labours under serious defects. Another 
objection is that it is impossible to avoid introducing the 
notion of a limit in the applications of the subject to geometry 
and mechanics ; the definition of the tangent line to a curve 
may be given as an example. 

366. Nearly all the recent treatises on the Differential 
Calculus have followed the method of limits, and the only 
point of importance in which a difference exists among them 
is with respect to the use of differentials. In the present 

work -j~ has been defined as one symbol, thus : if y =<f>{x) 
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the limit of -^ ^ — ^L2 when A is indefinitely diminished 

dti 
is denoted by ~ . Some writera add the following words : the 

quantities dx a/nd dy are called the differentials of x andy 
respectively; their absolute values are indeterminai^, and they 
may be either finite or indefinitely smaU provided their relative 

dii 
magnitudes be such ihat -j- is equal to the limit above m^m- 

tioned* 

With this meaDii^ attached to dy and dx such equations 
may occur as 

dy = <^' (a?) dx, 

where 0' {x) is the differential coefficient of {x) or y. 

Equations expressed by means of differentials are in 
general capable of immecUate translation into the language 
of differential coefficients. For example, if x aud y be co- 
ordinates of a point on a curve and be functions of a third 
variable t, aud if s denote the corresponding arc of the curve 
beginning at some fixed point, we have, by Art. 307, 

(dx\^ (dy\^ __ (djV 
\dt) ^ \dt) "" \dt) ' 

and by differentiation 

dx d^x dy d^y __dsd^a 
Ude'^'dtde'^dtdJ^' 

A writer who uses differentials will express these results thus, 

dx^ + dy'^ds^, 

dxd^x + dyd^y = dsd^8. 

The student may look upon the latter as merely abbreviated 
methods of writing the previous equations, and may take 

diX dit d X 
dx, dy, d^x, ... as standing f^r -^ , -^ , -^ , ... respectively. 

367. Let t^ be a fimction of any number of variables, 
for example three, so that tt = 0(a7, y, «). If we suppose 
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Xf y, z, all functions of a variable t, and for shortness put 

du ^ dx J. du j^ dz j^ 
^^Du, ^^Dx, l^^Dy, ^^m, 

we have 

^•=©^^(1)^^+©^' »• 

In works on the DiiSerential Calculus, which use differentials^ 
we find an equation similar to the above occurring at an 
early period, namely, 

^-{fy^ti^f^ty » 

The introduction and use of this equation form the principal 
difference between such works and one which, like the pre- 
sent, uses only differential coefflciefnta. To establish (2) the 
following method is adopted. 

Let u=<f>{x, y, «), 

and w + Att = ^ (a? + A^, y + Ay, z + Az)-, 

therefore 

Au = ^ (a? + Aa?, y + Ay, z + Az) — (f) (a?, y, z) 

_ <f>{x + Axy y + Ay, z + Az)-<f>{x, y + Ay, z+Az) 

Ax 

(f) {x, y + Ay, z + Az) - (f>{x, y, z + Az) ^ 

Ay ^ 
^ ^{x,y,i6-^Az)-<f>{x,y,z) ^^ ^^. 

Az 

If Aa;, Ay, and Az diminish without limit, the quantity 

<^ (a? + A J-, y + Ay, g + Aig)-^(a?, y + Ay, z-hAz) 

Ax 

approaches the limit (-^]» If then we put for this quantity 
[-^ J + «* we know that a diminishes without limit when 
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Ad;^ Ay, and t^z do so. In this maimer we may deduce from 
(3) the equation 

^.= ((g) + .} A«^ {(#) +4^,+ {(I) +.} ^ W. 

where a, /3, % all diminish without limit when Ao;, Ayi Ais 
do so. If then du^ dw, dy, and dz, denote quantities whose 
absolute magnitudes are undetermined, but whose relative 
magnitudes are those to which Au, Ao;, Ay, and /^z, respec* 
tively approach as their limits when they are all indefinitely 
diminished, we have 

Having thus established (2), we give an example of its 
application. Since in establishing (2) We had no occasion to 
consider whether x, y, and «, were independent or not, the 
result is universally true> whatever relation be given or sup- 
posed between the variables. If, for example, ^ (a?, y, z) is 
always = 0, we have 

(S)^^(|)*+@)''-« <"• 

Now if ^ (a;, y, «) = is the only equation connecting x, y, 
and 0, we may if we please vary x and z without changing y. 
Hence in the preceding investigation Ay = throughout, and 
therefore in (5) {?y = ; thus we have 

S^+(S)*-» w- 



(; 




\dii 

where -^ is the diffei'ential coefficient of Zj sUppositig do to 
vary and y to be constant. See Art. 188. 

368. It would occupy too much space if we were to pro- 
ceed further with the subject of differentials. Differential 



ax ay dz 
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coefficients have been used exclusively in the present work, 
from the conviction that the subject is thus presented in the 
clearest form, ai^d that if some of the operations are thus 
rendered a little longer than they would otherwise be, there 
is at the same time far less liability to en'or. The equation 
(2) is certainly of great use in appUcationis of the Diflferential 
Calculus, particularly in the higher parts of the Geometry of 
Three Dimensions: after the remarks already made, the 
student will probably find little difficulty in those applica- 
tions. Perhaps be mky be fiirtber asskted by referring to the 
theorem for the expansion of a function of three variables. 
If t* = ^ (a?, y, i?), we have 

<^ (a? + ^, y + i, « + Q — ^ (a?, y, Si) or Aw 

du n dn , du 

Ty 

where JB involves squares and products of h, % I, Hence the 
smaller h, k, {, are taken, the smaller is the error contained 
in the assertion 

. . du T du jdu 

dx dy dz 

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. Find -T- if w = sin"V^ — V(^ ~ ^)i 

and V = cos"' (»*a^) — {o^cS — a5*a')*. 

Result. y^ . 

2. Find the maxima and minima values of (sin xf^*. 

3. Find the area of the greatest isosceles triangle that can 

be inscribed in a given ellipse, the triangle having its 
vertex coincident with one extremity of the major axis. 

4. APQB is a sen^icircle whose diameter is AB^ and PQ is 

parallel to AB. Draw AQ and BP, and let them meet 
at R : find the position of P and Q so that the triangle 
PQB may be a maximum. 

ResuU. -jn must be equal to — - — • 
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5. A figure made up of a rectangle and an isosceles triangle 

is inscribed in a semicircle : determine its dimensions 
so that its area may be a maximum. 

Result The height of the rectangle must be half the 
radius of the circle. 

6. Find the cone of least surface^ excluding the base, that 

cau surround a given sphere. 

Result The sine of the semi vertical angle == V^— 1* 

7. Find the cone of least surface, including the base, that . 

can surround a given sphere. 

Result The sine of the semivertical angle = ^. 

8. Find the maximum value of cos ^ cos ^ cos i|r, where 

^ + ^ + "^ = TT. 

y> m /. cPi/ d^u , 

9. Transform ^-5 + -r-z by assummg 

10. An equation between three variables contains n arbi- 

trary functions of one of them, and 4w"— n — 1 arbitrary 
constants : shew that generally the equation must be 
differentiated at least 4n — 2 times in order that the 
functions and constants may be eliminated. 

11. If Fbe any function of rt>j y, ty and V the value of V 

when vw is substituted for x, wu for y, and uv iot z ; 
then 

^d'V .(PF^ .cPF^ cPF (?F j^ 



' If ,d»F' . 



dT . .cPF' 



8 



dv^ dw^ 



12. If y = e*" + 6"*", and z + xe^ = 0, shew that the general 
term in the value of y when expanded in a series is 



^ 



j^{(2n+ir-(2n-ir}. 



\ 
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13. Ify = aj + a^(y)+i8^(y) + ...w., then " 

14. If y = « + a)(f> (y), and \f =^£ •\- xy^^if), z and z' being 

independent variables, shew that the general term in 
the expansion of /(y, i/) in powers and products of x 
and X is 

dz'^dz"^ f (*)' ^ ('J I dzdz' ]\^-\^' 

Find the coefficient of a?x' in the expansion of. 
cos (ay + a'y'), when y =«+a? siny, and y'^z-^-x sin y'. 

15. In any curve the part of the tangent between the point 

of contact and the perpendicular from the origin on the 

vdv 
tangent is equal to -j- . 

16. Shew that the equation to the normal at any point of a 

curve may be put under the form 

x' rrx y —y 

cFx d^y 

1? d^ 

Shew that this equation is the analytical expression 
of the- fact, that if a tangent be drawu to a curve at 
any point P, and in the tangent PT be taken equal to 
the arc PQ and on the same side of P, then the straight 
line QT is ultimately perpendicular to the tangent. 

17. In the ellipse the focal distance cuts the curve at an 

angle, the tangent of which is a mean proportional be- 
tween the tangents of the angles at which the corre- 
sponding diameter and a parallel through the point to 
the transverse axis cut the curve. 

18. If a curve be referred to axes inclined at an angle a to 

each other, shew that the radius of curvature is 

■l+2cosa|' + f^Vl* 
ax \dx, 






being @ 
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IP. The equation to a parabola referred to any two tangents 

+ ( ? ) =^ 1> shew that the radius of cur- 

* vature is — r— ; [ax — 2 cos a ij{ahxy) + Jy}* where a 

is the inclination of the tangents ; and thence find the 
co-ordinates of the vertex assuming that the curvature 
is a maximum at that point. 

20. If a curve pass through the origin and touch the axis 

of y, the diameter of the circle of curvature is equal 

to the limit of *^ ; if it touch the axis of x the diameter 
is equal to the limit of — . 

y 

21. If a curve pass through the origin at an inclination a to 

the axis of x, shew that the diameter of curvature at 

the origin is the limit of — : • Hence, shew 

° ajsma— ycosa 

that the radius of curvature at the origin of the curve 
y'M- 2ay - 2ax = is 2 V2a. 

22. If ^ be the angle between the tangent and the radius 

vector of a polar curve, shew that the radius of cur- 

. r cosec <6 
vaturo IS , / ■ . 

1 + — 

23. The equations to an epicycloid being 

a? = a (2 cos fl — cos 26), 

y = a (2 sin ^ — sin 26), 

9^(L 6 
shew that p = — sin - , and that the evolute is an epi- 

cycloid in which the radius of each circle is - . 

24 In the curve y = ic*— 4a?' — 18a^, find the nature of the 
curve at the points a; = 3, — 1, and f (1 ± V^). 

25. Shew that the curve y = e"** has points of inflexion when 
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26. In any curve the equation j?+ 1 == holds at a point 

of inflexion, 6 and j> being the angles which the prime 
radius and tangent make respectively with the radius 
vector. 

dv 

27. Is -jg necessarily of the form -r at a multiple point ? 

28. Find the singular points in the curves 

and y"— 2xy + 2ic'— ar' = 0. 

29. Find the nature of the curve 

y+l = 2aj-ficP + (2-a?) 
at the point a? = 2. 

30. Determine the point of inflexion in the curve 

31. From the pole of the curve r^Aof perpendiculars are 

drawn upon the tangent ; through the points of inter- 
section of the perpendiculars with the tangents, straight 
lines are drawn parallel to the radii vectores : shew 
that the equation to the locus of the ultimate intersec- 
tions of all such straight lines is r = u4 cos a a^*, where 
cot a = log a. 

32. If radii vectores of an equiangular spiral be diameters of 

a series of circles, the locus of the ultimate intersections 
of the circles will be a similar spiral 



5 

»7 



( 4^1 ) 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



MISCELLANEOUS PBOPOSITIONS. 

369. In the present Chapter we shall investigate various 
propositions which afford valuable illustrations of the prin- 
ciples of the subject and lead to important results. 

370. The following formula is due to Jacobi : 

where a; = cos d. This we shall now demonstrate. 
Put y for 1 — a^: we have 

thus by Art. 80 

thiis by Art. 80 

da^ ^ dx' ^"^ d^r- "^'* ^' dx"^ ^^^- 

From (1) and (2) by eliminating , ^ we obtain 

(2«+l-«)^=(2»+l)y^*-(2«+l)«xQC"*...(3). 

T. D. C. D D 
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Assume that Jacobi's formula is true for a specific value 
of »; differentiate both sides with respect to x : thus 

dy^_f ., 1 . 3 . 5 ... (2n - 1) cos nO 

Using this result^ and also Jacobi's formula^ on the right- 
hand side of (3), we obtain 

(n+l)-^r = (-l)*l-3.5... (2n + l)co8n5sinl? 

+ (- 1)* 1 . 3 . 5 ... (2n + 1) sin ntf cos ^ 
= (- 1)" 1. 3. 5 ... (2n + 1) sin (n + 1) ^; 

therefore ^ = (- 1)'^ 1-3.5... (2n-M)sin(n^l)g^ 
cucr ft "t" X 

This shews that if Jacobi's formula is true for a specific 
value of w it is true for that value increased by unity ; and 
it is obviously true when n = 1, and when n = 2 : therefore it 
is true for any positive integral value of n. 

371. The following proposition is useful in some appli- 
cations of mathematics to natural philosophy : Having given 
that if X varies^ it must be such a function of the independent 

variable t, that -17 = 00?, where a is some quantity, not neces- 
sarily constant, which is always finite; and having given 
that X is zero when t is zero: then it will follow that x 
cannot vary, or, in other words, that x is always zero. 

Denote xhj (f) {t). We know by Art. 101 that 

<f> it) - <t> (0) =^ ti>' {0t), 
where is some proper fraction. 

In the present case <f} (0) = 0, and <^' {0t) = (np (fit), where a 
is some finite quantity. Thus we have 

^ {t) = ta(f> {0t), 

and therefore, if <f> (t) be not zero, 

_ ta<f) {0t) 

<t>{t) • 
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But it is impossible that this result can be universally 
true. For since a is always finite we can take t so small 
that ta shall be as small as we please. And as (f) (t) begins 
with the value zero^ if it varies it must at first increase 

numerically with t ; and therefore ^W- cannot be greater 

than unity. Hence the result is inadmissible ; and it follows 
that X cannot vary, or in other words, x is always zero. 

372. The preceding proposition may be extended so as 
to involve a/ny number of such supposed variables as a; ; we 
vriU take three for example : Having given that if x, y, and z 
vary, they must be such functions of the independent vari- 
able t, that 

where a^, a^, a,, 6j, ... c, are quantities, not necessarily con- 
stant, which are always finite ; and having given that a?, y, 
and z are all zero when t is zero : then it will follow that a?, y, 
and z cannot vary, or, in other words, that x, y, and z are 
always zero. 

Denote a? by 0(<), y by '^(f), and z by ;^(<). Then, as in 
the preceding Article, we have 

and therefore if ^ {t) be not zero we have 



i=»« 



f <^(g<) jrjdt) xm 



<f>{i)r 

and in like manner we deduce two other similar results. 

But it is impossible that these results can be universally 
true. For suppose t indefinitely small, and let ^ {t) be not less 
than either i/r(^) or x{^)' Then the first of the three results 
asserts that unity is equal to an indefinitely small quantity. 
Hence the results are inadmissible ; and it follows that x, y, 
and z cannot, vary, or, in other words, that x, y, and z are 
always zero. 

DD2 
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373. We ha^e already given two forms for the remainder 
after n+ 1 terme of an expansion by Taylor^s Theorem; see 
Arts. 93 and 110: these two forms, and others, may be 
dedaced from one general expression which we will now 
investigate. 

Let ^ (a;) and '^ (a;) be two functions of x which remain 
continuous, as also their differential coefficients between the 
values a and a + A of the variable x) suppose also that be* 
tween these values the differential coefficient '^\x) does not 
vanish : then by Art. 98 

^(a + A)-^(a) '^'{a + 0h) ^ ^' 

where is some proper fraction. 

Denote by ^ (x) the function 

and denote by ^{^ the function 

f{a + h)-f{x)-{a + h-x)f\x)-...-'^^±^^p{x). 

We assume that F{x) and all its differential coefficients 
up to F^^{x) inclusive are continuous while x lies between 
the values a and a + A; as also /(a;) and all its differential 
coefficients up to f^^ {x) inclusive : moreover we assume that 
f^^{x) does not vanish between these values. 

Now ^'(or)— ii±j^V-(x), 

and ^»=_ii±^>.(^); 

also ^(a + A) = 0, and i/r(a + A) = 0: 

thus we have from (1) 

^ (a) [n ^* ""^ /«*• (a + dh) ' 
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Multiply by '^(a), and put for ^(a) and -^(a) their values ; 
then 

[n 
where iZ = 

(2). 

This is a general expression for jB, the remainder after n + 1 
terms of the expansion o{F(a + h) by Taylor's Theorem. 

For a particular case take /(a?) = (a? — o)*^*, where jo is any 
positive number which is not less than q ; then all the con- 
ditions with respect tof{x) are satisfied: and we have 

/(«) = 0, /'(a) = 0, .../•(a) = 0, 

and f^^{a + 0h) = ip+l)p... (;>-?+!) (Oh)'^. 
Hence 

In the particular case in which ^ = j we have from (3) 

^ ^f+m± — ^^' 

If in (4) we put p = n we have Lagrange's form of the 
remainder, which is given in Art. 92 ; if in (4) we put ^ = 
we have Cauchy's foim of the remainder, which is given 
in Art. 110. 

Other particular forms may be readily obtained. Thus in 
(3) put £ = ; then since [jO must be replaced by unity we 

have 

0'{p'\'l)[n 
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Again, in tlie general expression (2) let/(a?) =jP*(a?), and 
j = 0; then 

'^(a?)=Jr»(a4-A)-i?*(a?), 

and assuming that F*^^ (a?) does not vanish between the 
values a and a + A, we have 

In (2) put ; — ; thus 

Mimoires de VAcadimie,,. de MontpelUer, Vol. 6, 1861. ..1863. 

374. Expand V(l — ^ • sin"^a? in powers of x. 
Assume V(l — ^') .sin"^aj = -4, + u4ia? + -4ga? + -43a? + ... 
Diflferentiate both sides with respect to x ; thus 



X siD~^a; 



1 — . ,. =^^ + 2J,a; + ... -\'rA^ar^+ ... , 

that is 1 — ^ ^ (.i^o -f J^a? + A^ + ...) 

= Jj + 2^^+ ... + rJ^*^ + ... ; 
therefore 1 — a;' — a? (^^ + ^^a; + -4^ + . . .) 

=^(A^ + 2A^+... + rA;xr^+...)(l~a!^. 

Equate the coefficients of aj** ; thus if r be greater than 2 
we have 

^A^,^{r + l)A^^-(r-l)A,_,, 

therefore (r — 2) A^_^ = (r + 1) -4^^ . 

Also we can see by expanding V(l— «^ and sin~^a?aDd 
forming their product that 

^,=0, ^,=1, A-0,. A— §; 
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hence A^, -4^, -4„ ••• vanish, 
and -4,= --4, = — 



5 ■ 3.5' 



7 • 3.5.7' 



Put ^for sin"* a?; thus we deduce 

:r^ = 1 - J (sin ^)» ~ -^ (sin ff) * - -^, (sin tf )• - . . . 
tan^ 3^ ^ 3.5^ ' 3.5.7^ ' 

See Quarterly Journal of Mathematics, VoL 6, page 23. 

375. Let ^ (a;) denote a:* + p^aT^ + Pja;*"* + . , . + p„_ia? + p„, 
where w is a positive integer. It is required to determine 
the coefficients i>i, Pj, ...p» so that the numerically greatest 
value of </> [x) between the given limits — h and h for x shall 
be as small as possible. 

K we give a geometrical form to the problem, we may say 
that the curve y=^4>{x) between the limits — h and h is to 
deviate as little as possible from the axis of x. 

The maxima and minima values of ^ (a;) will be deter- 
mined by the equation <f> {x) = 0, which is of the (n — 1)"" de- 
gree ; and therefore there cannot be more than n — 1 of such 
values. These values, together with the values of ^ (x) when 
a? = — A, and when a! = h, will be called extreme values. 

376. Now we admit as sufficiently obvious that there 
must be some definite values of the coefficients in <}} (x) which 
solve the problem ; and we shall first shew that there must 
be 7^ + 1 extreme values all numerically equal. 

Suppose, for instance, that n = 3; then there must be 4 
extreme values all numerically equal. 

For if possible suppose that there are only 3 extreme values 
of ^ (x) all numerically equal ; namely, corresponding to the 
values a?j, a?,, and a;, of x. Let y^ (x) denote the expression 
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and suppose fi^^ /i^, and fi^ to be infinitesimal constants, 
which are determined so that ^ {x) and yjr (x) may have con- 
trary signs when a; = a?j, when x=^x^, and when x = x^: this 
can obviously be done. For instance, the sign of /i, must be 

contrary to the sign of r .^ ^ r . Then 6 (x)+'\lr(x) . 

differs only infinitesimally from </> {x) ; but when <^ (ic) has its 
extreme values </> (a?) + '^ (a?) is numerically less than ^ (x) : 
and so ^ (a?) + -^ (a;) deviates less from zero than ^ (a;) does. 
Moreover the coefficient of a?' in ^ (a?) 4- i|r (a?) is unity; so 
that (a?) + i|r (a:) is an expression of the proper form. It 
foUows therefore that ^ (x) cannot be such as the problem 
requires. 

The preceding argument will perhaps be more readily 
understood when presented in a geometrical form. The curve 
y =^ <f> {x) + yfr (x) is indefinitely close to the curve y = <f>{x)] 
but where the latter curve deviates most from the axis 
of X the former curve is nearer to the axis of x: and thus 
the former curve deviates less from the axis of x than the 
latter curve. 

In the same way we may treat the case in which <f} (x) 
has only 2 extreme values numerically equal and numerically 
greater than any other value; or the case in which the 
numerically greatest value of ^ (a?) is unique. 

The considerations which we have thus employed v/hen 
n = 3 are applicable whatever may be the value of w. 

Hence, as we have said, to solve the problem the coeffi- 
cients in (j> {x) must be determined so that (f> (x) may have 
w + 1 extreme values all numerically equal 

377. Let k denote the extreme numerical value of {x) ; 
then we have shewn that the equation 

{<!> {x)Y - i^ = (1) 

must have n + 1 values which also satisfy the equation 

(a?-h')<l>'{x) = (2). 
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Let the n+ 1 values be denoted by x^, a?,,... aJ^j, besides 
— h and A. We shall shew that any one of the former n — 1 
roots of (1) occurs twice in (1). For the derived equation 
of (1) is 

2<l>'{x)<f>{x)=^0 (3); 

and any one of the values x^, x^,.., x^^ is by supposition a 
root of the equation <l>{x)^Of and so satisfies (3). 

Hence we have by the Theory of Equations 

{<!> (x)}*- A?= {a?" A*) {x - x,y (x - x,y. . . (a? - x^,)\ 

But by supposition the roots of the equation if>' (x) = are 
x^f x^f ••• Xj. ^ I nence 

<f>'{x)==n{x-x^) {x-x^... {x- x^y, 
therefore {^(a,)}«- A:'=M:M1^J:^ ,..(4). 

Differentiate (4) with respect to x\ thus we get 

n^if>{x)^xif;{pi)-\'{a?^h^)^'\x) (5). 

From (5) by equating the coefficients of af, a;*'^ a^, ... we 
shall be able to determine in succession p^ VrP%y' ^^^ 
thus we have 

n' = n + n (n — 1), 

w*;), = (n - 1) j), + (w - 1) (« -. 2) ;?j, 

w'a^ [n - 2)|),+ (n - 2) (n - 3)p,- n (w - 1) A*, 

' w>,= (n-3)i),+ (n-3)(n-.4)|),--(n-.l)(n-2)A*p,, 
n»p^= (n - 4)i>^+ (n - 4) (w- 5) p^- (« - 2) (w- 3) Vp^, 

and so on. 

Thus i)i=0, ;>,= — ^, jp,= 0, jp^ = ~^ 8^^''- 

Therefore ^(aj) = a«--nar»^ + ^^|i^aj*-^^ 

^ n(n^4Kn^5) ^,^A;^ ^^^^ 



I n^ 
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378. If in the identity at the top of page 120 we put 

A* 
4^ = _ we shall obtain 
or 

{x + V(a?- h')]' -\-{x- VCa:* - h')}' 
hence we infer that 

^^,)J-+^i^-hTp-'/(^-hT (7), 

and this may be verified by shewing that this value of ^ (x) 
satisfies equation (5). 

By putting a? = A we find that k = r^::^ . 

Assume r = cos 0, which is of course allowable so long as 
X is not numerically greater than A. 

» 

Then {x ± ^{a? - hT)}* = *" {^os ± V^ sin 0}* 

= A"{cosn^+ V- 1 sinn^}; 
- , , X A*cosn^ 

thus ^w=— 2^=1— ; 

that is so long as x lies between — h and A we have 
0(^) = 5irtCosn[cos"*-7J = &cosn [cos'^yj . 

879. The last result may also be obtained from (4). For 
put <l> {x)=*z] then (4) gives 



therefore 



dx 
n I dz 



^{V^^" ^ij^'-z^dx' 
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Hence since — T7n r is the differential coefficient of 

n cos"* T with respect to x, and — i ijj^ *\ zr ^ ^^^ differen- 

tial coefficient of cos'^r with respect to a;; it follows by 

Art. 102 that 

n cos'* V = cos"* T + C, 
A k 

where C denotes some constant quantity. Hence 



z 
h 



= cosfncos"^T— C). 



But by hypothesis z must be numerically equal to h when 
X is eqiial to h ; and thus G must be some multiple of tt ; 

and therefore cos[nco9"*T— C] is numerically equal to 
[cos"^ t) • This gives the required resxdt. 



cosn 



The problem of Arts. 375... 379 is also solved in Bertrand's 
Calcul Diff&entiel, pages 512.. .519. 

* //« 

380. We have sometimes to determine the value of -f 

ax 

from an equation <f) (a?, y) = 0, when x and y are such that 

V aiid ; ' ^ vanish ; for instance, we have to do so 
ax ay 

when we are finding the directions of the tangents at a mul- 
tiple point of a curve. The method of Art. 191 is liable to 
the objection which is there stated. In Art. 195 another 
method is given for the case in which x = and y = are the 
values under consideration. It is easy to make the latter 
method applicable for any "values of x and y; by a process 
which is geometrically equivalent to transferring the origin 
of co-ordinates to the multiple point which may be supposed 
to be under consideration. 

Suppose that a? = a and y = 5 are the values to be con- 
sidered. Put a + A for x, and y + k for y. Then the equa- 
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lion becomes ^ (a + Ay b + k) = 0. Now expand^ (a +i, 5 + £) 
by Chapter Jiv. Sappose that every diffierential ooeffident 

^jj vanishes when a; = a and y = i, so long as r+# is 

less than n. Then we may denote the expansion symbolically 
thus : 

where u stands for ^(oj, y) and t> for ^(x+0h, y-^0k), 
being some proper fraction ; and after the differentiations 
have been performed we are to put a; = a and y = h. 

Now if we sappose h and h indefinitely small we have ulti- 
mately for determining the ratio of & to A an equation which 
may be expressed symbolically thus : 



( 






or more explicitly thus : 

where after the differentiations have been performed we are 
to put x^a and y = h. 

It is obvious, as in Art. 195, that when h and k are indefi- 

nitely small t coincides in meaning with j- for the case in 

which x = a and y = J. 

381. As an example of the preceding Article suppose 
we have the equation x^y^ — (?{<) — a?)*(c' + a?*) = 0. Here 

when a? = c and v = we have -7- = and ^r- = ; also then 

^ dx dy 

d^U . . d^U , d?U A rw^ m M • 

_ s -. 4c*, , , = 0, and -^-j = 2c . Thus we obtam 

k 
therefore i — ±a/2, 

h 
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382. The remarks which we shall now give will illustrate an 
instructive mode o( considering the singular points of curves. 
It will be seen that in effect w^ transfer the ori^n to the 
poilit to be examined, and tiien employ polar co-ordinates. 

383. Suppose that from any point of a curve. as centre a 
circle is described with an infinitesimal radius; then by the 
aid of diagrams the following statements become obvious : 

If the point is an ordinary point the circle cuts the curve at 
two points, and the radii of the circle drawn to the two points 
include an angle which differs infinitesimally from two right 
anglea 

If the point is a singular point we have other results which 
depend on the nature of the singularity. 

If the point is a conjug<ate point the circle does not cut the 
curve. 

If the point be a pozni darrit the circle cuts the curve at 
only one point. 

If the point is a cusp the circle cuts the curve at two 
points ; but the radii of the circle drawn to the two points 
include an infinitesimal angle. 

If the point is a poird saiUant the circle cuts the curve at 
two points; but the radii of the circle drawn to the two 
points include an angle which is neither infinitesimal nor 
infinitesimally different from two right angles. 

If the point is a multiple point the circle cuts the curve 
afc more than two points. 

384 Now suppose that ^ (a;, y) = is the equation to the 
curve in a rational form. Let x and y be the co-ordinates of 
a point on the curve ; and let a; + A and y-\-khe the co-ordi- 
nates of any adjacent point 

Since ^ {x, y) = 0, we have, by Chapter xiv., 
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here A, B, C, D, E are certain differential coefficients of 
^ [x, y) ; and R may be symbolically expressed as 

-where. v denotes ^{x-\-ih,y-\' tk), and t is some proper frac- 
tion. 

Let us suppose that A and B are not both zero ; assume 
^ = ^sin 7, and JS = X^cos 7 ; also put r cos ^ for h and 
r sin for k. Then the equation <l>{x + h, y + k)=0 becomes 

^sin (7 + ^) + 1 JC cos'^ + 2l)sm0cosd + E sin'^l 

+ - = (1). 

It is obvious that when r is infinitesimal — is also in- 

r 

finitesimal; and that the above equation is satisfied by a 

value of for which 7 + ^ is infinitesimal, and by a value 

of for which 7 + ^ is infinitesimally diJBFerent from tt ; 

and by no other value of except such as differ from these by 

a multiple of 27r. Hence we have an ordinary point of the 

curve. Therefore for a singular point it is necessary that 

-4 = and J5 = 0. 

-Suppose then that -4=0 and -8 = 0. The equation (1) 
reduces to 

.&cos*5(taii»5 + ¥tan5 + 3 + ^ = (2). 



V E • E^ 
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385. Suppose that D^ is greater than CE; then we know 

2D G 

that tan' + -^ tan ^ + -^ can be resolved into real factors ; 

and so may be expressed as (tan — tan a) (tan — tan /S) : 
and a and /8 may be supposed to lie between and tt. Thus 
the equation becomes 

JE'cos'^(tan5-tana)(tan5-tan/3) + ^ = (3). 
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s 

Now -J is infinitesimal when r is ; therefore, denoting by 

fj an infinitesimal angle, we see that (3) has four diflferent 
solutions for d, namely, one between a — 17 and a + rj, one 
between ^ — 1; and /8 + 17, one between ir + a—rf and ir+a+Vt 
and one between ir + ^ — rf and tt + )8 + ^7. Thus the singular 
point is a doMe point, the tangents at the point being in- 
cUned at angles a and /8 respectively to the axis of a;. 

386. Next suppose that D* is less than GE] then we 
shall find that the infinitesimal circle does not cut the curve, 
and so the singular point is a conjugate point. 

387. Finally, suppose that jD* = CE\ then equation (2) 
takes the form 

^cos'^(tan5-tana)'+ — = (4): 

the discussion of this form is rather complex, and we will 
only briefiy indicate the results. 

R 

Suppose that -^ is negative when 6 is indefinitely near 

to a. ^hen denoting by tj an infinitesimal angle we see that 
(4) has two solutions for 6, namely, one between a — 9/ and a, 

and one between a+ri and a. The sign of -p when 6 is 

indefinitely near to tt + a will in general be contrary to the 
sign when d is indefinitely near to a, because R is in general 
a function of the third degree in cos 6 and sin 6, when r is 
small enough ; and so there is no solution of (4) in this case 
besides the two already noticed. Hence the infinitesimal 
circle cuts the curve at two points, and only at two ; and the 
radii of the circle drawn to the two points include an in- 
finitesimal angle. Therefore the singular point is a cusp; the 
tangent at the cusp is inclined to the axis of x at an angle a, 
and the two branches are on opposite sides of the tangent. 

Similarly if -^ is positive when 6 is indefinitely near to a 

we have in general a cusp of the first kind as before; the 
tangent at the cusp is now inclined to the axis of x at an 
angle tt + a. 
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But it may happen that R itself changes sign when is 
indefinitely near to a or to tt + a ; and then our conclusion 
as to a cusp of the first kind does not hold. We should have 
in such a case to make a closer examination, and in general it 
would be necessary to extend our expansion of <f> (a;+A, y+i), 
and instead of JB to have terms which may be expressed as 

where t represents a proper fraction. 

388. Moreover if (7, jD, and E all vanish at the point 
(aj, y)y we should have to use this extended form qf the ex- 
pansion of <f>{x-\-h^y-\-Je) in order to determine the nature 
of the singularity. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. If a semicircle roll along a straight line, the curve to 

which its diameter is always a tangent is a cycloid. 

2. If a cycloid roll along a straight line, the equation to 

the curve which its base touches is 



£-h (£)•){-©'}'• 



3. A series of circles is described having their centres on an 

equilateral hyperbola and passing through its centre, 
shew that the locus of their ultimate intersections will 
be a lemniscate. 

4. Examine the nature of the following curves at the origin : 

5 ^ 

y^ — ^xy {ay — hx) — a?* « 0, 
y^ -^ a? ^ 2a^x*y. 



^•mi^ 
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6. Trace the curve (ry+(a5* — a*) (a^ — J*)s=0, and shew 
that the breadth of each closed poition is twice as great 
in the direction of y as in that of x. Shew also that 
when h approaches a as its limit, each of these portions 
is ultimately similar to an ellipse. 

6. Trace the curve (x*-ay+(y"-iy = a*. Shew that 
when 6 = a it reduces to two ellipses. 

,7. If a conic section whose focus is at the pole of a given 
curve have with the curve a contact of the second 
order at the point {u, 6) the equation to the conic sec- 
tion will be 

( — ] 

8. A given curve rolls on a straight line, explain the 

method of finding the locus of the centre of curva- 
ture at the point of contact of the curve and straight 
line. 

If the rolling curve be an equiangular spiral the re- 
quired locus will be a straight line; if a cycloid a 
circle ; and if a catenary a parabola. 

9. Bight-angled triangles are inscribed in a circle : if one 

of the sides containing the right angle pass through 
a fixed point, find the curve to which the other is 
always a tangent. 

Result. c»{a;' + /) = (a' + 6'-c*-aaj-6j^)», 

where a and 5 are the co-ordinates of the centre of the 
given circle and c its radius, the fixed point being the 
origin. 

10. Determine the equation to the envelop of all the equi- 
lateral hyperbolas which have a common centre and 
cut at right angles the same straight; line. 

Result. «• + 3 {axy)^ - y' + a" = 0, 

where a? = a represents the given strg^ight line. 

T. D. C. E E 



418 MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

11. Find the envelop of the axis of a parabola having a 

focal chord given in position and magnitude. 

BesuU. cfi-\-j/^ = c^; the origin being the middle 
point of the given chord, and one of the axes coinciding 
with that chord. 

12. A system of ellipses is described such that each ellipse 

touches two rectangular axes, to which its axes are 
parallel, and that the rectangle under the axes of 
the ellipse is constant: shew that each ellipse is 
touched by two rectangular hyperbolas, the rectangle 
under the transverse axes of which is equal to the 
rectangle under the axes of any one of the ellipses. 

13. A, B, are the centres of two equal circles, and -4P, BQ, 

are two radii which are always perpendicular to each 
other : find the curve which is always touched by the 
right Une PQ, and explain the result when 

AB" = 2^P'. 

14. Tiace the following curves : 

y* (a? - 2a) - a? + a* = 0, 
'kf — aofy - 5icy" + a/^ = 0, 
y-5aa;*y" + a^ = 0, 

y'(a + a?)=a;*(a-a?), 
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(-J)» . X • 

e =sm -, 
a 

r* sin ^ = a* cos 2^, 

15. 8 and 3 are two fixed points, and a curve is described 

such that, if P be any point in it the rectangle con- 
tained by SP and HP is constant: shew that the 
straight lines drawn from 8 at right angles to 8P and 
from H at right angles to HP meet the tangent at P at 
points equidistant from P. 

16. If / 1 - , Y 1 be a rational homogeneous function of - , v 

'' \a bj ^ a b 

of n dimensions, shew that the envelop of the curves 

represented by the equation /( -, ^j = 1, under tbo 

condition ah = constant, consists in general of n rect- 
angular hyperbolae having the axes as asymptotes. 

17. If any quadrilateral ABGD change its form, its sides 

remaining constant, shew that the variations of the 
angles A, P, (7, D are ultimately in the same ratio as 
the areas of the triangles BCD, CD A, DAB, ABC. 

18. In Art 274, if jo = n— 1, we have approximately when 

X and y are very large 

shew that if j=n — 2, we have by continuing the 
approximation 

y__ & 2x(^,)+2&^ -(;i,) +yf (/^ ,) . 

Hence shew that in general the two extremities of 
the rectilinear asymptote are on opposite sides of the 
curve. 
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19. In Art. 275, if p = n — 1, we have approximately when 
X and y are veiy large 

shew that if j = n — 2, we have by continuing the 
approximation 

y= M\i B G 

X '^' \xj X x^ 

where 5==_t>i) _£>iM 



20. If (a, /8) be a point of the curve ^ (a?, y) = through 

which pass n tangents, shew that the locus of all the 
tangents at that point is expressed by 

{(^-")/„+ (2^-^)11' <^(^^) = 0. 

21. Shew that the theorem of Art. 91 will hold even if ^' (a?) 

is infinite when x=^a or when a? = 6. Give a geo- 
metrical illustration. 

22. Shew that the theorem of Art. 98 will hold even if F' {x) 

or /' {x) is infinite when a; = a or when a; = a + A. 

23. Shew that the formula (3) of Art. 373 will hold provided 
. jp + 1 is not less than q. 

24. Obtain from (3) of Art. 373 the result 

7j> ^ \r 2^' 6^ (1 - ey-^ hr^' f*^' (a + eh) 

~ 1.3.5... (2g'+l)|_n 



cambbidqe: printed by c. j. clay, m.a. at thb uniyebsity press. 
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